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SEEKING WISDOM 
Jason Patrick Hilburn 

For a person to be truly happy and content in this life and the next, he 
must seek wisdom: “How much better is it to get wisdom than gold! and to 
get understanding rather to be chosen than silver! The highway of the 
upright is to depart from evil: he that keepeth his way preserveth his soul” 
(Proverbs 16:16-17). “He that getteth wisdom loveth his own soul: he that 
keepeth understanding shall find good” (Proverbs 19:8). Therefore, it is 
prudent for men to seek wisdom: “Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore 
get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding” (Proverbs 4:7; cf. 
7:4; 8:5, 11). Wisdom is not something to be sought by young people 
only; it should be sought throughout all of our days: “So teach us to 
number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom” (Psalm 
90:12). Of course, the opposite of wisdom is foolishness, which only leads 
to eternal pain and sorrow: “Good understanding giveth favour: but the 
way of transgressors is hard” (Proverbs 13:15; cf. 15:10; Romans 6:21-
23; Philippians 3:19; Revelation 20:15). 

Those seeking wisdom need to be aware that the ultimate Source of 
wisdom is God, not men: “For the LORD giveth wisdom: out of his mouth 
cometh knowledge and understanding. He layeth up sound wisdom for the 
righteous: he is a buckler to them that walk uprightly” (Proverbs 2:6-7; cf. 
Psalm 111:10; Proverbs 1:7; 9:10-11; 15:33). Solomon asked God for 
wisdom and understanding (1 Kings 3:9-12), and the New Testament 
instructs us to do the same: “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, 
that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given 
him” (James 1:5). If one desires wisdom, let him not only ask God, but let 
him also proactively fill his mind with the Word of God. Paul wanted the 
brethren at Ephesus to be wise by understanding the will of the Lord: “See 
then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, Redeeming the 
time, because the days are evil. Wherefore be ye not unwise, but 
understanding what the will of the Lord is” (Ephesians 5:15-17). He then 
explained how they could do this, by being filled with the Word of God 
(Ephesians 5:18; cf. Colossians 3:16; John 6:63). 

Knowing that God is the ultimate Source of true wisdom, one may wonder 
if anything can be learned from uninspired men. If there were nothing to 
learn from uninspired men, then there would be no such thing as Bible 
studies, Bible classes, and sermons! Teaching and preaching involves 
taking the wisdom of God expressed in the Scriptures and explaining it to 
others. When the Law of Moses was read to the people of Ezra’s day, it 
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was taught in a way that helped the people understand: 
“So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, 
and gave the sense, and caused them to understand the 
reading” (Nehemiah 8:8; cf. Ezra 7:10). If the words 
of uninspired men were totally useless and forbidden, 
then a so-called “Bible class” or “sermon” would 
simply consist of reading Scripture, with no 
discussion, illustrations, or applications. Although a 
preacher must “preach the Word” (2 Timothy 4:2), he 
does so by using some of his own words to cause the 
hearers to understand better and see how God’s Word 
relates to their own lives. He can also show how a 
particular Scripture harmonizes with other Scriptures, 
thereby giving the listeners a better understanding of 
the entire Bible—not just the particular passage being 
read. Of course, all of this must be done in total 
harmony with all the Scriptures, and teachers will be 
held accountable for what they have taught (Psalm 
119:160; Galatians 1:6-9; Colossians 3:17; 2 Timothy 
3:16-17; James 3:1; 1 Peter 4:11). 

This writer has known some who seem to object to all 
uninspired writings, as if it were wrong for people to 
read any uninspired religious material. If it is wrong to 
read such, then it is also wrong to attend a Bible class 
taught by an uninspired teacher! Whether the 
uninspired words are spoken or written makes no 
difference; the principle is the same. Someone may 
have studied a particular Biblical subject more than 
someone else, and others can glean from that person’s 
studies. It is also not inherently wrong to quote from 
an uninspired source. Paul quoted uninspired men in 
certain circumstances, even though he would not have 
agreed with them on every subject (Acts 17:28; Titus 
1:12-13). 

With that said, there is an inherent danger in the 
uninspired words of men. Men are fallible; God is not. 
“It is better to trust in the LORD than to put 
confidence in man” (Psalm 118:8). Sometimes even 
faithful children of God will err from the Truth of 
God’s Word on a given subject. Hymenaeus and 
Philetus are notable examples of this: 

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a 
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth. But shun profane and 
vain babblings: for they will increase unto more 
ungodliness. And their word will eat as doth a 
canker: of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus; Who 
concerning the truth have erred, saying that the 
resurrection is past already; and overthrow the 
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faith of some (2 Timothy 2:15-18). 

It is indeed sad that brethren like Hymenaeus and 
Philetus erred from the Truth, but it is even worse that 
they spread their error like an infectious disease, 
causing other souls to be lost! Thayer defines the word 
translated as “canker” as “a gangrene, a disease by 
which any part of the body suffering from inflammation 
becomes so corrupted that, unless a remedy be 
seasonably applied, the evil continually spreads, attacks 
other parts, and at last eats away the bones.” Surely if 
those brethren who became diseased with the false 
doctrine had been diligently working to divide rightly 
the Word, they would not have fallen from the Truth (2 
Tim. 2:15; cf. 1 Tim. 4:13, 15-16). 

Sadly, many will believe a certain doctrine simply 
because those who teach it have a lot of influence or 
letters after their names. It may be that these 
“followers” are too lazy to search the Scriptures for 
themselves, that they refuse to stand against those in 
their “clique,” or perhaps they simply have not grown 
to the point that they can “discern both good and evil” 
on their own (cf. Hebrews 5:12-14; 1 Peter 2:2; 
Matthew 5:6). Peter gives a warning about being led 
away into error by false teaching, and because of this 
danger, he commands Christians to grow: 

As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these 
things; in which are some things hard to be 
understood, which they that are unlearned and 
unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, 
unto their own destruction. Ye therefore, beloved, 
seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye 
also, being led away with the error of the wicked, 
fall from your own stedfastness. But grow in grace, 
and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ... (2 Peter 3:16-18). 

Growing in the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ is critical to prevent Christians from being led 
away with the error of false teachers. May all Bible 
students be like the noble Bereans, because the apostle 
Paul wrote, “...your faith should not stand in the 
wisdom of men, but in the power of God” (Acts 17:11; 1 
Corinthians 2:5). 

 

 

 



NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS 
UPCOMING EVENTS:     

1. SONG LEADING CLASS:  Today at 4:30PM.  
2. TEACHER’S MEETING: August 9th at 4:30 PM. All teachers are encouraged to be present as we 

plan for the fall & promotion. 
3. FELLOWSHIP MEAL:  Will be August 23rd after morning worship.  Those with last names A-L are 

asked to set-up & clean-up.   
4. WORK NIGHT: Will be August 26th.  We will celebrate August birthdays after work night.  

 
NEW ADDRESSES: We welcome the newest members of the DeGaulle Drive Church of Christ!! 
 Li l l ie  Smith Roland & Jackie  Keith Robert Kaig ler ,  Jr .   
 5482 Tullis Dr 2232 Hampton Dr 2633 Crestway Rd 
 New Orleans, LA 70131  Harvey, LA 70058 Marrero, LA 70072 
 (504)394-0068 (504)509-2770 (504)617-0326 

Attendance 
 
 
 
 
 

NEEDING CARE & PRAYERS 
Our Members & Visitors 

Taylor Wash ington : Her father is not doing well.  She needs prayers for comfort & 
peace.   

Marlene Carter:  Had a procedure on July 31st.   
Wes Arabie: Is scheduled to have an ablation on August 26th. 
Wesley Fi tzgerald: Has upcoming procedures & asks for prayers.  
Paul Macaluso (1) : Had hip replacement surgery on July 15 & is currently recovering. 
Martha  Clark:  Seeks prayers for her nephew who is in the hospital; her grandson in 

North Carolina who recently lost his father had a heart attack & was in ICU last week. 
Bil l & Barbara  Burchett   Mary Cullum  
Dan Joseph   Kathy Sing leton  
Lil l ie Smith Darryl Smyly  
Debbie Starr Louise & Toni  Sylve   
Laton ia Brooks -Washington 

Our Shut-In 
Elwanda Piskorik 

Our Family & Friends  
Velma Milbourn:  Grandmother of Melissa Cain; will be having valve replacement 

surgery on Tuesday. She recently went into cardiac arrest.  
Ron Carpenter : 32-yr-old cousin of Wesley Fitzgerald’s wife Callie; Ron is breathing & 

eating on his own.  He is expected to make a full recovery.  Wesley is thankful for all 
the prayers.   

Evangel ine Joy : 3-year old granddaughter of Chuck & Lydia deSambourg; has been 
diagnosed with an inoperable brain tumor. 

Larry Bradford  Lydia deSambourg  
Mary Maca luso Hardee  Cheryl Henderson  
Steve  Sanders   Katherine Tal luto 

Deployed Servicemen 
Nathan Gil lespie:  Dawn, Tempe, & Dalton are serving in Japan.    

 

PRIVILEGED TO SERVE 

NEXT WEEK 
AUGUST 9 

Sunday AM  
Welcome:  

Wes Arabie 
Prayer:  

Ron Landis 
Song Lead:  

Howard Goodale 

Troy Singleton 
Matt. 26:26-29 

Lord’s Table:  
Ron Landis 

Sermon:  
Scott Cain 

Dismissal:  
Wes Arabie 

 
——————— 

Sunday PM 
Welcome:  

Wes Arabie 
Prayer: 

Glenn Bates 
Song Lead:  

Howard Goodale 
Lord’s Table:  

Ron Landis 
Sermon:  

Scott Cain 
Dismissal:  

Jerome Riddick 
 

THIS WEEK 
AUGUST 2 

Sunday AM  
Welcome:  

Howard Goodale 
Prayer:  

Paul Macaluso (2) 
Song Lead:  

Howard Goodale 

Ron Landis 
1 Cor. 11:24-26 

Lord’s Table:  
Ron Landis 

Sermon:  
Scott Cain 

Dismissal:  
Don Robinson 

 
——————— 

Sunday PM 
Welcome:  

Howard Goodale 
Prayer: 

Howard Goodale 
Song Lead:  

Howard Goodale 
Lord’s Table:  

Ron Landis 
Sermon:  

Scott Cain 
Dismissal:  

Keith Cooper 
 

LAST 

WEEK’S 

RECORD 

Please submit all prayer requests in writing to Scott or Melissa Cain.  Please supply regular 
updates on each individual in order to keep our prayer list up-to-date.  For the sake of 
space, any name (except for shut-ins) will be removed after four weeks unless a new update 
is received.  Thank you for helping us all to stay informed of the spiritual & physical needs 
of our members, friends, & family. 

Bible Study 
Sunday AM 
Sunday PM 
Wednesday 
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53 
29 

	  



  
  


