
  

In Psalm 34, David is on his knees pouring out his 
heart to God in repentance, thanksgiving, faith, and 
in request to God for assurance, strength, 
deliverance, and instruction. He says, “I sought the 
Lord, and he heard me, and delivered me from all my 
fears” (34:4). 

  
A main theme in this Psalm is peace: “What man is he that desireth life, and 
loveth many days, that he may see good? Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy 
lips from speaking guile. Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and 
pursue it” (34:12–14). 
  
Peace comes to those who refrain their tongues from evil. The tongue can 
be one of the most evil members of our bodies if we allow it to be so 
(Proverbs 18:8; Titus 3:2). It can make the whole body ugly. The tongue is 
not bad in and of itself. It is only the instrument used to convey thoughts and 
feelings. James said: “And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the 
tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on 
fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell” (James 3:6). 
  
We must keep our tongues bridled (James 1:26). Our tongues will be used for 
good or for evil (Proverbs 13:3; 21:23). Our tongues will be used to gossip or 
to tell the good news. It is important to ask, “How do we use our tongues?” 
  
Peace comes to those who depart from evil. Christians must shun evil every 
time they come in contact with it. We must never follow that which is evil (3 
John 1:11; John 7:7). Real peace is found in our relationship with God. That 
relationship is established when we oppose the things of the world (2 
Timothy 2:3–4; 1 John 2:15–17). We are warned to “abstain from fleshly 
lusts, which war against the soul” (1 Peter 2:11). Attain real peace by 
departing from evil. 
  
Peace comes from doing good. We glorify God by our good works (1 Peter 
2:12). I realize that there are some who believe that good works are not 
important, but the Bible clearly teaches otherwise (Matthew 5:16; 
Ecclesiastes 3:12; James 4:17; 3 John 1:11). As Christians we must set our 
minds to do good things. What is good? Anything and everything that God 
has chosen for us to accomplish (Ephesians 2:10). “Not every one that saith 
unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that 
doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven” (Matthew 7:21). 
  
To have peace we must speak no evil, depart from evil, and do good. Seek 
peace.  
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HOW CAN I 
FIND 

PEACE? 
Toney L. Smith 



Tom had just finished making a toy boat. He carried it to the river and let out the string tied to it. He 
admired how smoothly it cut through the water. Suddenly, a strong current took hold. Tom tried to pull 
his boat back, but the string snapped. He sprinted along the bank to catch it, but soon his boat drifted 
out of sight. He desperately searched until dark. Unsuccessful, he finally gave up. 

Days later as he walked home from school, Tom passed a toy store and a boat caught his eye. He pressed his face against 
the window for a better look. Sure enough, it was his lost boat. He ran inside and told the manager, “Sir, that’s my boat in 
your window. I made it myself.”  

The manager replied, “Sorry, son, but someone else brought it in this morning. If you want it, you’ll have to buy it.” Tom 
hurried home and counted all of his money; he had just enough. He rushed back to the store and purchased his beloved 
boat. As he walked home, he held it tightly to his chest and said, “Now you’re twice mine. First I made you, and now I 
bought you.” —Good News Publishers, “The Boy Who Lost His Boat”      

This story illustrates God’s relationship with us. He designed, crafted, and breathed life into each of us. Sadly, people 
drifted from Him on the sweeping currents of sin. To bring us back, God paid a substantial price—He gave His own Son to 
die (John 3:16). With that sacrifice God now owns us twice. He made us and He bought us. 

NEVER WAS THERE A KING LIKE JESUS 
Ephraem of Syria observed the following of Jesus: “You are 
the heir to King David’s throne, but you renounced all of his 
royal splendor. Of all his luxurious bedrooms, you chose a 
stable. Of all his magnificent beds, you chose a feeding-
trough. Of all his golden chariots, you chose an ass. Never 
was there a king like you! Instead of royal isolation, you 
made yourself available to everyone who needed you. Instead 
of high security, you made yourself vulnerable to those who 
hated you.”  
“For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though 
he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye 
through his poverty might be rich.” 2 Corinthians 8:9 

----------- 
BRING THE CANDLES 

Abraham Davenport served as the Speaker of the Connecticut 
House of Representatives.  
One day in 1789, the sky of Hartford darkened ominously and 
some of the representatives, glancing out the windows, feared 
the end was at hand.  
Suppressing the uproar for an immediate adjournment, 
Davenport rose and said, “The Day of Judgment is either 
approaching or it is not. If it is not, there is no cause for 
adjournment. If it is, I choose to be found doing my duty. 
Therefore, I wish that candles be brought.” 
The Day of Judgment will one day appear. When it does, how 
will our Lord find you? 
“Blessed are those servants, whom the lord when he cometh 
shall find watching: verily I say unto you, that he shall gird 
himself, and make them to sit down to meat, and will come 
forth and serve them. And if he shall come in the second 
watch, or come in the third watch, and find them so, blessed 
are those servants.” Luke 12:37–38  

 

A REAL SAINT 
Two brothers had terrorized a small town for decades. 
They were unfaithful to their wives, abusive to their 
children, & dishonest in business. The younger brother 
died unexpectedly. The surviving brother went to the 
preacher of the local church. “I’d like you to conduct my 
brother’s funeral,” he said, “but it’s important to me that 
during the service, you tell everyone my brother was a 
saint.” 
“But he was far from that,” the minister countered.  
The wealthy brother pulled out his checkbook. “I’m 
prepared to give $100,000 to your church. All I’m asking 
is that you publicly state that my brother was a saint.” 
On the day of the funeral, the preacher began his eulogy 
this way. “Everyone here knows that the deceased was a 
wicked man, a womanizer, & a drunk. He terrorized his 
employees & cheated on his taxes.” Then he paused. “But 
as evil & sinful as this man was, compared to his older 
brother, he was a saint!”  

—Greg Asimakoupoulos, Naperville, Illinois. 
Leadership,Vol. 16, no. 4. 

------------- 
WHAT’S FOR DINNER 

A young couple invited their elderly preacher for Sunday 
dinner. While they were in the kitchen preparing the meal, 
the minister asked their son what they were having. 
“Goat,” the little boy replied. 
“Goat?” replied the startled minister. “Are you sure about 
that?” 
“Yep,” said the youngster. “I heard Dad say to Mom, 
‘Today is just as good as any to have the old goat for 
dinner.’”  
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Bible Study 
Sunday AM 
Sunday PM 
Wednesday 

61 
88 
49 
40 

	  

NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS 
UPCOMING EVENTS:     

1. SONG LEADING CLASS:  Will not meet today, but will meet again NEXT SUNDAY at 4:30PM.  
2. TEACHER’S MEETING: Today at 4:30 PM. All teachers are encouraged to be present as we plan 

for the fall & promotion. 
3. LADIES: Sunday, August 16th, all ladies interested in helping with future showers are asked to meet 

in the fellowship hall after AM worship for a brief meeting.   
4. FELLOWSHIP MEAL:  Will be August 23rd after morning worship.  Those with last names A-L are 

asked to set-up & clean-up.   
5. WORK NIGHT: Will be August 26th.  We will celebrate August birthdays after work night.  

SYMPATHY: It is with sadness to announce that our sister & long-time member, Marjorie Robson, 
passed away on July 26th.  Please see the board for a complete obituary. 

NEW N’  NOTES: Please see the board for a wedding invitation from the family of TeNeal Minks & 
note of gratitude from the family of Dick Grantham.   

NEW ADDRESS:  The Buller family has officially moved & have a new address: 7175 Hwy 112, 
Elmer, LA, 71424 

NEEDING CARE & PRAYERS 
Our Members & Visitors 

Tommie  Brock:  Was admitted to West Jeff last Friday & diagnosed with pneumonia.  
Thankfully, it was caught early.  

Jenni fer Barthe lemy:   Her mother, Christine Holder, has been placed in hospice care 
after battling cancer.  Please pray for the family during this difficult time.   

Taylor Wash ington : Her father is not doing well.  She needs prayers for comfort & 
peace.   

Wes Arabie: Is scheduled to have an ablation on August 26th. 
Wesley F itzgera ld : Has upcoming procedures & asks for prayers.  
B il l &  Barbara  Burchett   Marlene Carter  
Martha  Clark  Mary Cul lum  
Dan Joseph   Paul Macaluso (1)  
Kathy Sing leton  Lil l ie Smith  
Darryl Smyly  Debbie Starr   
Laton ia Brooks -Washington 

Our Shut-In 
Elwanda Piskorik 

Our Family & Friends  
Kaiyah Alexander:  Yvette James’ granddaughter; 2-mos old with an extremely rare 

kidney condition.  She needs a kidney transplant & has already had 2 minor surgeries.   
Doyle Hopkins:  Nephew of Tommie Brock; had a stroke & is having residual effects.   
Velma Milbourn:  Grandmother of Melissa Cain; is recovering after having open-heart 

surgery last week.    
Evangel ine Joy : 3-year old granddaughter of Chuck & Lydia deSambourg; has been 

diagnosed with an inoperable brain tumor. 
Larry Bradford  Ron Carpenter  
Mary Maca luso Hardee  Cheryl Henderson  
Steve  Sanders  Katherine Tal luto 

Deployed Servicemen 
Nathan Gil lespie:  Dawn, Tempe, & Dalton are serving in Japan.    
 

PRIVILEGED TO SERVE 
NEXT WEEK 

AUGUST 16 
Sunday AM  

Welcome:  
Steve Tucker 

Prayer:  
Howard Goodale 

Song Lead:  
Howard Goodale 

Glenn Bates 
Eph. 3:7 

Lord’s Table:  
Ron Landis 

Sermon:  
Scott Cain 

Dismissal:  
Paul Macaluso (2) 

 
——————— 

Sunday PM 
Welcome:  

Steve Tucker 
Prayer: 

Don Robinson 
Song Lead:  

Scott Cain 
Lord’s Table:  

Ron Landis 
Sermon:  

Wes Arabie 
Dismissal:  

Troy Singleton 
 

THIS WEEK 
AUGUST 9 

Sunday AM  
Welcome:  

Wes Arabie 
Prayer:  

Ron Landis 
Song Lead:  

Howard Goodale 

Troy Singleton 
Matt. 26:26-29 

Lord’s Table:  
Ron Landis 

Sermon:  
Scott Cain 

Dismissal:  
Wes Arabie 

 
——————— 

Sunday PM 
Welcome:  

Wes Arabie 
Prayer: 

Glenn Bates 
Song Lead:  

Howard Goodale 
Lord’s Table:  

Ron Landis 
Sermon:  

Scott Cain 
Dismissal:  

Jerome Riddick 
 

LAST 

WEEK’S 

RECORD 

Please submit all prayer requests in writing to Scott or Melissa Cain.  Please supply regular 
updates on each individual in order to keep our prayer list up-to-date.  For the sake of 
space, any name (except for shut-ins) will be removed after four weeks unless a new update 
is received.  Thank you for helping us all to stay informed of the spiritual & physical needs 
of our members, friends, & family. 



  
 


