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ELDERS 
 
 
 
DEACONS 
 
EVANGELISTS 
 
 
EMAIL: office@degaulledrivecoc.com 
  
WORKS SUPPORTED: 

Benevolence:   
Childhaven of Cullman, Alabama 
 
Media:  
Gospel Broadcasting Network 
In Search of the Lord’s Way 
The Old Landmarks 
The Truth in Love 
 
MISSIONS:  
Budapest, Hungary:  Curry Montague, 

curry.monta@gmail.com 
India: Ron & Karen Clayton 

RCIndia@sonet.net 
Padova, Italy: Jeff & Tia Brauer Family, 

brauer@padovateam.org  
Marshall, Texas: Azael & Dinora 

Alvarez 
 
PREACHER TRAINING:  
Memphis School of Preaching 

Wes	Arabie	 	 504-858-2881 
Howard	Goodale	 504-319-3572	
	
	
	
Steve	Tucker	 	 504-812-2617	
	
	
Scott	Cain	 	 504-392-4110	
Wes	Arabie	 	 504-858-2881	

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
4700 GENERAL DEGAULLE DRIVE 

NEW ORLEANS, LA 70131                                
www.DegaulleDriveCOC.com 

December 25, 2016 

Morning	Bible	Class 
Morning	Worship	
Pew	Packers	
Evening	Worship	

9:00	AM 
10:00	AM	
5:30	PM	
6:00	PM	

Tuesday	Ladies	Class	
						(September—May)	

Wednesday	Bible	Class	

10:00	AM	
		

7:00	PM	
	

1

Every little town has its claim to 
fame. Sometimes it is a favorite 
son who was born there, such as 
Elvis Presley in Tupelo, 
Mississippi, or Jimmy Carter in 
Plains, Georgia. It may be a 

historic event that occurred there, such as “Paul Revere slept here,” the battlefields of 
Gettysburg or Chickamauga, or the surrender at Appomattox Courthouse. It may be 
some event or business: 

• Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania, is known as the home of the weather-
predicting groundhog; 

• Corbin, Kentucky, is the birthplace of KFC; 
• Bentonville, Arkansas, is the home of the original Walton’s Five and Dime, 

and Walmart’s headquarters; 
• Scottsboro, Alabama, is the lost luggage capital of the world; 
• Claxton, Georgia, is the fruitcake capital of the world. (It produces about 4 

million pounds of fruitcake a year); 
• Metropolis, Illinois, is Superman’s hometown; 
• Austin, Minnesota, is the hometown of SPAM. 

 
Bethlehem’s claim to fame tops them all. In it, the Savior of the world was born. 
Jesus was born in Bethlehem in the Jewish year 3790. The place of His birth had 
been prophesied five hundred years before: “But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though 
thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto 
me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from 
everlasting” (Micah 5:2). Both the intellectual class (Matthew 2:5-6) and the 
common people expected the Messiah to come from Bethlehem (John 7:42). 
 
The little town of Bethlehem was known for four things, and each of them teaches us 
a lesson about Jesus. 
 
BETHLEHEM WAS ASSOCIATED WITH SORROW. JESUS, MAN OF 
SORROWS, TURNED MAN’S SORROW TO JOY. 
Rachel, the wife of Jacob, passed away and was buried in the vicinity of Bethlehem 
(Genesis 35:16-20; 48:7). She was the mother of Jacob’s favorite two sons: Joseph 
and Benjamin. She died giving birth to Benjamin and wanted to name him, “Benoni,” 
which means “son of my sorrow,” but Jacob intervened. 
 
About a thousand years later, Jeremiah used Rachel’s sorrow as a symbol of the 
sadness caused by Israel’s captivity. She is pictured as “weeping for her children” 
and “refused to be comforted for her children, because they were not.” God told her 
to cease weeping, for her children would eventually return from the land of the 
enemy (Jeremiah 31:15-17). This statement was made in relation to the Assyrian 
captivity (721 BC), but Matthew applies it as a prophecy relating to Herod’s killing 
the babies near Bethlehem to try to rid himself of his rival, the baby Jesus (Matthew 
2:17-18). (Scholars call this a typological prophecy.) 
 
Jesus was also associated with sorrow from birth. The babies Herod killed were the 
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first “Christian” martyrs, but they would not be the last. Isaiah referred to Jesus as the man of sorrows (Isaiah 53:3). Jesus wept 
at least three times while on earth: at the tomb of Lazarus (John 11:35); over the city of Jerusalem (Luke 19:41); and in the 
Garden of Gethsemane (Hebrews 5:7). 
Jesus turned man’s tears to joy. He promised the disciples: “Ye shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into joy” 
(John 16:20). Rachel’s tears were wiped away because the Messiah had arrived who would bring joy to the world and the Savior 
came out of the grave to bring salvation to humanity. 
 
BETHLEHEM WAS ASSOCIATED WITH SHEEP. JESUS, THE GOOD SHEPHERD, LEADS THOSE WHO ARE 
ASTRAY. 
David was born in, and grew up in, Bethlehem (1 Samuel 17:12). It was here that as a boy he herded his father’s sheep (1 
Samuel 16:11, 19; 17:15) and defended them against a lion and a bear (1 Samuel 17;34-36). 
 
It was appropriate that Jesus, the Son of David, was born in the city of David (Luke 2:4-7). As Bethlehem was the place where 
David is associated with humility (unlike later years as a king), it was fitting that the humble Good Shepherd was born in a barn 
there. 
 
Man needed a shepherd for, “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord hath 
laid on him the iniquity of us all” (Isaiah 53:6; cf. 1 Peter	2:25). Jesus rescues us from sin, as He illustrated in a parable: “What 
man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after 
that which is lost, until he find it? And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing. And when he cometh home, 
he calleth together his friends and neighbours, saying unto them, Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep which was lost. I 
say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, 
which need no repentance” (Luke 15:4-7). 
 
BETHLEHEM WAS ASSOCIATED WITH SACRIFICE. JESUS CAME TO POUR OUT HIS LIFE FOR THE SINS 
OF THE WORLD. 
On a battlefield, a thirsty David once longed for a drink from Bethlehem’s well. The problem was the Philistines occupied the 
city and controlled the well. Three of David’s daring warriors broke through their lines and brought their beloved leader water 
from the well “by the gate” (2 Samuel 23:14-17). On that day, Bethlehem was forever memorialized as a place of remarkable 
courage and loyalty. 
 
When the soldiers presented him the water, David was so moved that he would not drink it. As thirsty as he was, he poured it out 
to the Lord as an offering. Drink offerings were common in the Old Testament and even predated Moses’ Law (Genesis 35:14). 
They were poured at the foot of the altar with burnt, fellowship, grain, and unintentional trespass offerings (Exodus 29:41; 
Leviticus 23:37; Numbers 15:5). In proportion to the size animal offered, they were a part of both daily sacrifices and feast days. 
 
This incident reminds us that Jesus offers living water (John 4:10), which quenches man’s spiritual thirst (John 6:35). He poured 
out His life for man as a sacrifice to God (Hebrews 10:12). Paul used Old Testament drink offerings as a figure of the sacrifice 
of Christians giving their lives in service to God (Philippians 2:17; 2 Timothy 4:6-8). 
 
BETHLEHEM WAS ASSOCIATED WITH SENTIMENT. JESUS, THE BRIDEGROOM, CAME TO WIN THE 
LONELY. 
Bethlehem was the place that Ruth found love (Ruth 4:11). Fittingly, it is the 
place where the Bridegroom of the Church came calling on lost humanity 
(Matthew 9:15; 251-10; Ephesians 5:25, 33). 
 
Isn’t it beautiful how each layer of Scripture we pull back provides another 
portrait of Jesus? 
 

MEMBERS & VISITORS 
Thank you for being here today.  Your presence 

encourages us all.  Please take a moment to complete 
an attendance card from the pew in front of you.   

ATTENDANCE	CARD 
Name:	________________		
Date:	______ 
Address:	__________________	
	 	 	__________________ 

I. M. Heer 
2-Day 

714 Straitway Road 
New Orleans, LA 70131 
 Thank you for helping us as we seek to edify 

each other in the way of the Lord!  



  

Attendance  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible Reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEEDING CARE & PRAYERS 
Our Members & Visitors.   

Mary Cullum: Is home & doing much better after her recent bouts with illness. 
The  Landis Family :  Is going through very difficult times.  Pray especially for Ron & 

Paula’s grandson, Ronnie.   
Ann Roberts : Is home & recovering after having knee replacement surgery.  
Latonya Wash ington : Her stepfather passed away.   
Family  of Barbara Burchett  Louis  F itzegerald  
Yvette  James Sandy Jones 
Meijah Lieteau James Lie teau     

Our Shut-In 
Elwanda Piskorik  

Our Family & Friends  
Kei th Kreppein:   Friend of Gelanda Riddick; is recovering from a heart attack. 
Yvette  Milazzo:   Friend of Gelanda Riddick; is being treated for a serious infection.   
Family  of Rex Milbourn:  Grandfather of Melissa Cain; passed away December 11th.   
Tim Torres:  Son-in-law of Ron & Paula Landis; his grandmother passed away recently.   
Kaiyah Alexander Family  of Derice  Bai ley  
Family  of John Briggs   Mike  Burchet t  
Family  of Ed Fi tzgerald Sandra Martin  Mary Maca luso  
Adam Rose   Family  of Joyce  Sisson 

Deployed Servicemen   

Nathan Gil lespie:  Nathan, Dawn, Tempe, & Dalton are stationed in Charleston, SC. 

 

PRIVILEGED TO SERVE 
NEXT WEEK 

JANUARY 1 
Sunday AM  

Welcome:  
Wes Arabie 

Prayer:  
Don Robinson 

Song Lead:  
Howard Goodale 

Paul Macaluso (2) 
Colossians 1:15-20 

Lord’s Table:  
Paul Macaluso (2) 

Sermon:  
Scott Cain 

Dismissal:  
Keith Cooper 
——————— 

Sunday PM 
Welcome:  

Wes Arabie 
Prayer: 

Roland Keith 
Song Lead:  

Paul Macaluso (2) 
Lord’s Table:  

Paul Macaluso (2) 
Sermon:  

Scott Cain 
Dismissal:  

Jerome Riddick 

THIS WEEK 
DECEMBER 25 

Sunday AM  
Welcome:  

Howard Goodale 
Prayer:  

Wes Arabie 
Song Lead:  

Howard Goodale 

Roland Keith 
Heb. 1:8-13 

Lord’s Table:  
Ron Landis 

Sermon:  
Scott Cain 

Dismissal:  
Ron Landis 
——————— 

Sunday PM 
Welcome:  

Howard Goodale 
Prayer: 

Jerome Riddick 
Song Lead:  

Paul Macaluso (2) 
Lord’s Table:  

Ron Landis 
Sermon:  

Readings: Mark 7-8 
Dismissal:  

John Cullum 
 

LAST WEEK’S 

RECORD 

Service 
Time 

2016 
Goal 

Last 
Week 

Bible Study 
Sunday AM 
Sunday PM 
Wednesday 

70 
100 
60 
60 

65 
78 
48 
46 

   
Reading 

Plan 
2016 
Goal 

Last 
Week 

Daily Readers 45 28 
Bible in 2016 45 20 
NT in 2016 60 28 

   

	

Please submit all prayer requests in writing to Scott or Melissa Cain.  Please supply regular 
updates on each individual in order to keep our prayer list up-to-date.  For the sake of 
space, any name (except for shut-ins) will be removed after four weeks unless a new update 
is received.  Thank you for helping us all to stay informed of the spiritual & physical needs 
of our members, friends, & family. 

NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS 
UPCOMING EVENTS:     
1. SONG LEADING CLASS: Will not meet today. 
2. GENERAL TEACHERS’  MEETING: January 8th at 4PM. All teachers are encouraged to attend. 
SPECIAL MISSIONS COLLECTION!! : To God be the glory as He continues to use His church at 

DeGaulle Drive for His will! The Special Missions Collection, which will be the missions budget for 
2017, is currently $111,735. Any desiring to add to the Special Missions collection can mark a check 
or envelope as “Missions” & give it to Howard or Wes, or put it into the collection tray. 

 
WORK NIGHT FOR THE MASTER: December’s work night produced 112 local mailings & 12 

cards of encouragements. We are grateful for all who are committed to being involved in this effort! 
 
NEW ADDRESSES: These addresses are available in the online directory as well.   

Louise Fitzgerald 
Silver Arrow Estates – Rm. 326 
2601 S. Elm Place 
Broken Arrow, OK 74012 

Bill Burchett 
C/O Lawana Maxwell 
7675 Foster Ridge Rd. 
Germantown, TN 38138-7052 

Sandy Jones 
824 Avenue G 
Marrero, LA 70072	



  


