
  

The Bible class was shocked by 
the question.  Their brother in 
Christ had said he was 
concerned if the fathers knew 
how old their children were.  
Once dad angrily replied, “Of 

course we know how old our children are!” 

The concerned member replied, “I don’t mean to irritate you, but you 
all seem confused about how old they are.” 

The man challenged, “Tell us how we seem confused.” 

“I will,” the concerned member softly answered, “but you will not 
like the answer.  I will start with Peter, who is not expected to 
remain in the auditorium for thirty minutes during the sermon, 
because he is ‘to young…” 

“He is too young!” interrupted Peter’s father. 

“Perhaps, but you expect him to sit for hours in school,” continued 
the concerned member.  “Then there is Sharon, who is old enough to 
sing with the radio, but is not expected to sing with the congregation.  
And what about Michael?  He will not even say ‘Hello’ when an 
adult greets him after services.  He learned the rules of soccer, so 
why can’t he learn basic etiquette?  And what about Janice?  Is she 
too young for the Bible?  Her Bible class reads paraphrased ‘Bible 
stories” rather than the Bible itself, yet she is ‘old enough’ to watch 
PG movies.  Is Jimmy really too young to learn the books of the 
Bible?  He was able to learn the fifty states.  And how can Ellen be 
old enough to write a paper for school, but too young to look up the 
scripture references during the sermon?  How can Tiffany…” 

“All right, you can stop,” said Tiffany’s father. 

There was silence for a few minutes, then another father said, “I 
have been treating my child as if he were grown up during the week 
and as if he were a baby on Sunday.  It seems the rest of us haven’t 
done much either.” 

We should read Ephesians 6:4. 
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DO YOU KNOW 
HOW OLD YOUR 
CHILDREN ARE? 

Kent Davis 



IT’S FUNNY HOW… 
• a $100 bill looks so big when we take it to the church building, but so small when we take it to the mall. 
• long it takes to serve God for an hour, but how quickly a team plays 60 minutes of basketball. 
• long a couple of hours spent at church are, but how short they are when watching a movie. 
• we can't think of anything to say when we pray, but don't have difficulty thinking of things to talk about to a friend. 
• we get thrilled when a baseball game goes into extra innings, but we complain when a sermon is longer than the 

regular time. 
• hard it is to read a chapter in the Bible, but how easy it is to read 100 pages of a best selling novel. 
• people want to get a front seat at any game or concert, but scramble to get a back seat in the worship service. 
• we need 2 or 3 weeks advance notice to fit a church event into our schedule, but can adjust our schedule for other 

events at the last moment. 
• hard it is for people to learn a simple Gospel well enough to tell others, but how simple it is for the same people to 

understand and repeat gossip. 
• we believe what the newspaper says, but question what the Bible says. 
• everyone wants to go to heaven, provided they do not have to believe, or think, or say, or do anything. 
• you can send a thousand ‘jokes' through e-mail, and they spread like wildfire, but when you start sending messages 

regarding the Lord, people think twice about sharing. 
“be more ready to hear, than to give the sacrifice of fools: for they consider not that they do evil” - Ecclesiastes 5:1 

2015 VBS RECAP 
 
TOTAL DAILY ATTENDANCE:  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
 2015 (AM) 52 49 50 50 51 
 2014 (AM) 65 74 61 61 59 
 2013 (PM) 86 90 81 79 81 
 2012 (PM) 76 115 107 107 95 
 2011 (PM) 85 90 84 79 85 
 2010 (AM)  47 42 43 44 39 
 2009 (AM) 52 57 56 54 49 
 
AVERAGE DAILY ATTENDANCE: 50 
 
ADULT WORKERS:  22 (11 teachers & co-teachers, 11 in refreshments, registration, coordinating, & puppets) 
TOTAL STUDENTS:  46 (throughout the week, age 2 – 6th grade) 
VISITOR RATIO:  18 of 36 = 50% Visitors 
 
LARGEST CLASSES:  Students Teachers Total    PERFECT ATTENDANCE: 
 1st – 2nd  12  2  14     24 Students  
 4’s & 5’s 10  2  12     22 Adults  
 4th – 5th  7  2  9 
 
We had a terrific VBS! Everything went smoothly. The children had a great time (& so did teachers). We truly give 
the glory to God! Thanks to the whole congregation for your prayers, support, & hard work. Thank you to everyone 
who put invitations into the hands of your friends, neighbors, & family members. A special thanks to Howard 
Goodale for a wonderful job in directing & planning.. Thanks to all the teachers and co-teachers: Cheryl Arabie, 
Shoni Buller, Carol Byes, Melissa Cain, Trish Goodale, Doris Kaigler, Jackie Keith, Margaret Robinson, Keisha 
Rogers, Michelle LaCaze, & Sidalize Tate. Thanks also to Margaret Spahr, Cheryl Arabie, & Steve Tucker as 
coordinators, to Paula Landis & Ewlene Harris for organizing the great refreshments, to Doris Lepine, Mack Meek, & 
Louis Fitzgerald for assisting with refreshments with constant smiles, to Wesley Fitzgerald & John Cullum for a top-
notch job presenting the puppet shows each day. It was a wonderful week! We give all the glory to God & give 
thanks for the many blessings our Vacation Bible School has brought.  
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[NOTE: Auxiliary staff writer Melvin Otey served in the U.S. Department of Justice 
(DOJ) in Washington, D.C. as a Trial Attorney in the Review & Policy Unit of the 
Organized Crime & Gang Section, responsible for reviewing all RICO & VICAR 
prosecutions nationwide. He also taught at the University of the District of Columbia 
Law School. In addition to writing for Apologetics Press, Otey now serves as an 
Associate Professor of Law at the Faulkner University Jones School of Law in 
Montgomery & as an adjunct professor at Amridge University.] 
There are watershed moments in the history of any nation, & America is no different 
in this regard. Critical turning points have included armed conflicts like the 
Revolutionary & Civil Wars. They have included speeches like Patrick Henry’s “Give 
Me Liberty or Give Me Death” address to Virginia’s delegates in 1775 & Martin 

Luther King’s “I Have a Dream” speech at the March on Washington in 1963. The course of affairs in America has 
also been decisively impacted by court rulings like Brown v. Board of Education & Roe v. Wade. On June 26, 2015, the 
United States Supreme Court reached a decision in Obergefell v. Hodges that will surely qualify as yet another watershed 
moment in American history. 

WHAT THE COURT HAS DONE 
With the Supreme Court’s mandate that all 50 states recognize homosexual “marriages,” American authorities have 
once again declined to restrain evil & decided instead to sanction what Jehovah clearly condemns (but see Romans 
13:3-5). Make no mistake: whatever popular opinions may be in society today, whatever novel theories are bandied 
about in the halls of academia to explain homosexual conduct, & whatever laws are passed by men, this is sinful 
behavior. It is one of several behaviors for which unrepentant sinners will be eternally lost (1 Corinthians 6:9-10). 
Jehovah, the Creator of mankind & marriage, is as clear on this matter as He is on any subject. “You shall not lie with 
a male as with a woman; it is an abomination” (Leviticus 18:22, ESV). “If a man lies with a male as with a woman, 
both of them have committed an abomination; they shall surely be put to death; their blood is upon them” (Leviticus 
20:13). While many today seemingly accept the notion that people are “born homosexual” (without any scientific 
support), homoerotic behavior is really a consequence of people turning away from Jehovah to worship themselves & 
lower aspects of His creation. In Romans 1, the apostle Paul explained: 

For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women exchanged natural 
relations for those that are contrary to nature; and the men likewise gave up natural relations with 
women and were consumed with passion for one another, men committing shameless acts with men 
and receiving in themselves the due penalty for their error. And since they did not see fit to acknowledge 
God, God gave them up to a debased mind to do what ought not to be done (emp. added). 

Of course, in the first century when Paul wrote, homosexuality was common & accepted in the Roman Empire, just as 
it is becoming more common & more accepted in America & Western Civilization at-large. Remember, 
“Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people” (Proverbs 14:34; cf. Ezekiel 16:49-50). 
The Court’s decision is merely the latest in a line of critical markers for the accelerated & abysmal moral decline of the 
United States. It follows on the heels of the introduction of the theory of evolution into school curricula, the 
legalization of abortion on demand, & the proliferation of no-fault divorce. Our society is at war with our God, & the 
Court’s decision once again crystallizes the stark contrast between God’s law & man’s law. This decline in our 
national morality does not bode well for our national future: “Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put 
darkness for light and light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter!” (Isaiah 5:20). 

WHAT CHRISTIANS MUST DO 
More than ever before, it is absolutely vital that Christians in America grasp the reality of our circumstances. 
Whatever ideals one may hold about what America used to be, & whatever dreams one may have about what it will 
become, we must walk circumspectly in these evil & decadent days (Ephesians 5:15-16). We live in Sodom &  
Gomorrah. This is Babylon & Rome, & we must develop realistic expectations in order to prepare for what is 
forthcoming. All those who resist this latest ordinance of the State & speak against homosexuality as the Bible does 
should anticipate mounting aggression & increasingly overt hostility from his neighbors & the authorities. “Indeed, all 
who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2 Timothy 3:12). 
Of course, aggression & hostility & persecution have been evident for some time now (albeit at a relatively lower level). 
Those who have dared to voice concern with their employers’ “diversity” campaigns, designed largely to compel 
acceptance of homoerotic behavior, have been sent to “sensitivity training” or fired. Business owners who have 
declined to sell flowers or cakes for homosexual wedding ceremonies specifically because of their religious convictions 
have been sued, fined & driven out of business. People from all walks of life are publicly excoriated & harassed if they 
even suggest that this particular sin is unnatural & unhealthy for individuals, families, & society-at-large. Increasingly, 

NOW THAT 
SAME-SEX 

UNIONS 
HAVE BEEN 
LEGALIZED 

Melvin Otey, J.D., M. Div. 
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everyone is thought to have freedom of speech in America except those who disagree with homosexuality, & the tide is 
unlikely to change in the near future. 
There is room to lament & decry what is occurring, but Christians cannot expend inordinate energy in this regard 
because we cannot afford to be inert any longer. We must move forward. In light of what is occurring in American 
society, in general, & the Supreme Court’s recent decision regarding same-sex unions, in particular, Christians must 
consider how the church should proceed in the days to come. 

PREACH THE TRUTH 
We must preach & teach the truth, the whole truth, & nothing but the truth. It will make us unpopular, but we must 
obey God rather than men (Acts 5:29) & bear the consequences for preaching & teaching Christ (Acts 5:40-42). 
Canada’s Supreme Court ruled that Biblical speech opposing homosexual behavior is a “hate crime” in February 
2013. It is seemingly only a matter of time before American courts do the same, & well-funded advocates of the 
homosexual agenda are aggressively marshaling their resources to ensure that they do. 
Following their latest victory in the Supreme Court, these advocates will ramp up their focus on policing speech in the 
workplace, schools, businesses, & public squares across America. Consequently, the costs for teaching “the whole 
counsel of God” (Acts 20:27) on matters of marriage & sexuality will increase dramatically. People are going to be 
sued & convicted as criminals for merely saying what the Bible says; they will be fined & ultimately jailed. Still, we 
must not waver or compromise; rather, we must “preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching” (2 Timothy 4:2). 

PROTECT THE CHURCH 
Of course, being committed to speaking & living the truth does not mean Christians should be ignorant of or 
unprepared for the consequences. We are to be wise as serpents & harmless as doves (Matthew 10:16). Those 
promoting acceptance of homoeroticism are doing it largely through the courts, & this means they will continue suing 
people. Consequently, church sermons & Web sites will be scoured for statements disapproving of homosexuality. 
Also, preachers & churches will increasingly receive inquiries from litigious individuals concerning their willingness to 
perform same-sex weddings, & they must take proper precautions. 
In anticipation of inquiries like this, preachers should strongly consider adopting an announced policy of refusing to 
officiate wedding ceremonies where he has not personally provided pre-marital, Bible-based, spiritual counseling to 
those wanting to exchange vows. This is advisable for several reasons, but a consistent practice in this regard will 
require those seeking the preacher’s assistance for a homosexual union to submit to several sessions of counseling on 
what the Bible teaches about marriage. Those who are not interested in entering a union guided by the Scriptures are 
unlikely to participate in such a series. However, even if two men or two women participated in the series (which 
would be great), a preacher could still decline to officiate the ceremony if the parties are unwilling to repent of their 
sin, just as he would decline to officiate if he discovered that the union would be adulterous (e.g., Matthew 5:31-32, 
19:9). The basis for refusal, then, would be the parties’ express intention of entering into a union that does not 
conform to the teachings of Scripture, which he is duty-bound to uphold. 
Congregations should also be proactive & adopt insulating language & policies before trouble of this kind darkens its 
doors. For instance, every church’s bylaws should include a statement of faith regarding marriage, gender, & sexuality 
& clearly identify the Bible as the final authority for all matters of faith and practice. A church might also adopt a 
policy limiting the use of its facilities & grounds to the religious purposes expressed in its bylaws. If its buildings & 
grounds are to be used for weddings, the church should amend its bylaws to expressly state that weddings conducted 
by church staff or on church grounds are “religious ceremonies” (because they involve acts of prayer, singing hymns, 
reading Scripture, & an exchange of vows in which a man & woman enter into a covenant with God & one another; 
see Matthew 19:6 & Malachi 2:14-15) & limit the use of church facilities to ceremonies involving “members in good 
standing” (& perhaps “their children” or “immediate family members”). As long as the limitation is not based on 
sexual orientation & is consistently applied, the congregation is likely to either avoid a lawsuit or successfully withstand 
a legal challenge if it comes. 

CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS 
The Court’s decision in Obergefell v. Hodges will certainly lead to increased pressure on the church. Those who support 
the homosexual agenda will target conservative preachers & churches (they have already been targeted in other 
countries), & the ones saying “no gay marriages” are surely going to end up in litigation, whether civil or criminal. Of 
course, this does not change our responsibilities one iota; we must stand with the Lord in speaking & teaching the 
truth. Along the way, we must be prudent & wise in protecting the church because, even if churches successfully 
defend against lawsuits of this kind, the drain on resources that comes with being swept up in litigation would distract 
its members & significantly undermine its work. 

Taken from Apologetics Press: https://www.apologeticspress.org/APContent.aspx?category=7&article=5177 
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NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS 
UPCOMING EVENTS:     

1. SONG LEADING CLASS:  Will meet again today at 4:30PM.  All men who are interested should 
see Howard.  Young men from 5th grade & up are encouraged to attend as well.   

2. FELLOWSHIP MEAL: Will be July 19th after P.M. worship.  Please bring sandwiches, salads, & 
desserts. Those with last names M-Z are asked to 
help with set-up & clean-up. 

3. WORK NIGHT: Will be July 22nd. Please plan to 
help with this evangelistic outreach.   

 
 

NEEDING CARE & PRAYERS 
Our Members & Visitors 

Wes Arabie: Is scheduled to have an ablation on August 26th. 
Carol Byes: One of her rental properties wherein her family lives caught fire last week.  

No one was hurt, but the house requires renovations before it is livable. 
Mary Cullum: Has an MRI scheduled in the near future.  
B il l & Barbara  Burchett   Martha  Clark 
Wesley F itzgera ld   Dan Joseph    
Ann Roberts  Lil l ie Smith  
Darryl Smyly  Debbie Starr  
Louise & Toni  Sylve  Laton ia Brooks-Washington 

Our Shut-In 
Elwanda Piskorik 

Our Family & Friends  
Kaiyah Lamani Alexander: Yvette James’ granddaughter. Born 3 weeks premature on 

June 6th.  She is doing well, but doctors are monitoring her for low sugar levels. 
Forres t Chapman: Friend of Betty Moss; Gospel preacher of 60+ years; has survived 

cancer once & is currently being tested for pancreatic cancer. 
Lydia deSambourg : Had a bike accident that broke her leg & required a plate & 7 pins; 

she is expected not to walk for 6 weeks. 
Evangel ine Joy : 3-year old granddaughter of Chuck & Lydia deSambourg; has been 

diagnosed with an inoperable brain tumor. 
Larry Bradford  Robin Clark  
Carol Fischer  Mary Maca luso Hardee   
Cheryl Henderson Steve  Sanders  
Erlene  Sing leton  Gwen Webb 

Deployed Servicemen 
Nathan Gil lespie:  Dawn, Tempe, & Dalton are serving in Japan.    

 

PRIVILEGED TO SERVE 
NEXT WEEK 

JULY 12 
Sunday AM  

Welcome:  
Howard Goodale 

Prayer:  
Wes Arabie 

Song Lead:  
Howard Goodale 

Steve Tucker 
Colossians 1:15-20 

Lord’s Table:  
Paul Macaluso 

Sermon:  
Scott Cain 

Dismissal:  
Keith Cooper 

 
——————— 

Sunday PM 
Welcome:  

Howard Goodale 
Prayer: 

Ron Landis 
Song Lead:  

Howard Goodale 
Lord’s Table:  

Paul Macaluso 
Sermon:  

Scott Cain 
Dismissal:  

Glenn Bates 
 

THIS WEEK 
JULY 5 

Sunday AM  
Welcome:  

Wes Arabie 
Prayer:  

Jerome Riddick 
Song Lead:  

Howard Goodale 

Paul Macaluso 
Hebrews 1:8-13 

Lord’s Table:  
Paul Macaluso 

Sermon:  
Scott Cain 

Dismissal:  
Paul Macaluso 

 
——————— 

Sunday PM 
Welcome:  

Wes Arabie 
Prayer: 

Don Robinson 
Song Lead:  

Howard Goodale 
Lord’s Table:  

Paul Macaluso 
Sermon:  

Scott Cain 
Dismissal:  

Ron Landis 
 

 

LAST 

WEEK’S 

RECORD 

Please submit all prayer requests in writing to Scott or Melissa Cain.  Please supply regular 
updates on each individual in order to keep our prayer list up-to-date.  For the sake of 
space, any name (except for shut-ins) will be removed after four weeks unless a new update 
is received.  Thank you for helping us all to stay informed of the spiritual & physical needs 
of our members, friends, & family. 

SPECIAL NOTE 

PANTRY USE: 
The elders have instructed that all 
requests to receive items from the 
pantry are to go through the office.  
Please call if items are needed & 

they will be prepared for you prior 
to pickup. 

	  	  

Attendance 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

	  	  


