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John F. Kennedy once stated, “The cost of 
freedom is always high, but Americans have 
always paid it.”  This statement is true for the 
United States from the “shot heard ‘round the 
world” near Old North Bridge at Concord, 

Massachusetts, to bullets & bombs which currently threaten the lives of the 
soldiers serving in Iraq & Afghanistan.  As Abraham Lincoln addressed a 
warring nation from the blood-soaked fields of Gettysburg, he declared the 
resolve, “…from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause 
for which they gave the last full measure of devotion, that we here highly 
resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain, that this nation under God, 
...and that government of the people by the people and for the people shall 
not perish from the earth.”  Woe unto the ingrate who shows a lack of 
appreciation toward a soldier’s ultimate sacrifice; woe unto the ingrate who 
cowers behind the banner of freedom & denigrates the memories of all whose 
blood serves as the ink in liberty’s ledger.  Freedom is neither free nor cheap, 
& the price is paid through the selfless sacrifice of the dead & the lingering 
mourning of their families.  Every grave marker of every soldier represents 
more than some pawn sacrificed on a global chessboard; these were men & 
women, brothers & sisters, sons & daughters, mothers & fathers, husbands & 
wives.  It is indeed fitting that this nation set aside a day to remember those 
who gave their lives for others, & they should be remembered as more than 
faceless mannequins in military uniforms.  Remember them for what they 
knew they were leaving behind.  Remember them for the trials they knew 
they would face.  Remember them for ultimate sacrifices that they made. 

What did they leave behind?  They left weeping & fearful wives & mothers, 
proud & anxious fathers, admiring siblings, childhood friends & peers.  They 
left babies & children.  They donned a cloak of confidence to comfort those 
to whom they bade farewell, & all the while they faced the ever-present 
question, “Will I ever see them again?”  Remember what they left behind. 

What did they know they would face?  They knew the physical conditions 
would be rigorous.  They would be stripped of all pride & learn their true 
weaknesses.  War was a remote possibility for some & an inevitability for 
others, & with it the came the threats of fear, anguish, & loss.  They knew, 
yet they went.  Remember them for what they knew they would face.  

What did they sacrifice?  They sacrificed a homecoming with their families.  
They sacrificed their plans, their hopes, & their dreams.  They sacrificed the 
opportunity to grow old while enjoying the very freedoms that they fought to 
defend.  They sacrificed their lives. 

As remarkable & admirable as the sacrifice of a soldier is, no sacrifice in the 
history of mankind can rival the selflessness demonstrated at Calvary.  
“Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his 
friends” (John 14:15).  Remember what Jesus was willing to leave behind: 
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A lady took her 5-year-old 
daughter shopping with her. 
The little girl watched her 

mother try on one outfit after another, and each time the 
little girl said, “Mommy, you look beautiful.” 

Finally a woman in the next fitting room called out, 
“May I borrow your daughter for a moment?” 

--------------- 

[Editor’s Note: You might ask, “Why is this article listed 
under ‘Lessons in Leadership’ instead of under ‘A Merry 
Heart Doeth Good’?”  Good question.  No, it was not a 
mistake. Consider the leadership advice a wise king 
repeatedly gave his son: 

“Heaviness in the heart of man maketh it stoop: but a 
good word maketh it glad” (Proverbs 12:25). 

“A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous 
words stir up anger” (Proverbs 15:1). 

“Pleasant words are as an honeycomb, sweet to the 
soul, and health to the bones” (Proverbs 16:24). 

Pleasant words from a sincere mouth can lighten a heavy 
heart (12:25), tame the hot temper, (15:1), sooth a 
troubled soul (16:24), & even impact a person’s health 
(16:24).  People will listen to such a soul. 

“A man hath joy by the answer of his mouth: and a 
word spoken in due season, how good is it!” 
(Proverbs 15:23).  

“A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures 
of silver” (Proverbs 25:11). 

Are you practicing the power of pleasantness? 
--------------- 

 
A quaint inscription was found on a 
gravestone in an old British 
cemetery not far from Windsor 
Castle. It read: 

Pause, my friend, as you walk by; 
As you are now, so once was I. 
As I am now, so you will be. 
Prepare, my friend, to follow me! 

A visitor read that epitaph and added these lines: 

To follow you is not my intent, 
Until I know which way you went! 

That is a good thought, isn’t it? Where are you going 
when life ends?  
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“Who, existing in the form of God, counted not the being 
on an equality with God a thing to be grasped” 
(Philippians 2:6 - ASV).  Jesus was willing to leave the 
comfort, position, & glory of heaven in order to prepare 
a path whereby mankind could go there (John 14:6): 
remember Him for what He left behind.  Remember also 
what Jesus knew He would face.  He knew the weakness 
of men, yet He took upon Himself the form of a man: 
“…but emptied Himself, taking the form of a servant, 
being made in the likeness of men” (Philippians 2:7).  
Remember the ultimate sacrifice that Jesus was willing 
to make: “And being found in fashion as a man, He 
humbled Himself, becoming obedient unto death, yea, 
the death of the cross” (Philippians 2:8).  As the cross 
drew near, He repeatedly prepared His apostles for what 
He would face: “Ye know that after two days is the feast 
of the Passover, and the Son of man is betrayed to be 
crucified” (Matthew 26:2).  Jesus knew He would suffer 
before He ever entered human form (Isaiah 53), yet He 
came willingly.  Remember Him for His sacrifice. 

Memorial Day is an opportunity to remember those who 
gave the ultimate sacrifice for their nation.  They deserve 
to be remembered.  While remembering these soldiers, 
never forget the One Who paid the ultimate sacrifice in 
order to establish a Holy Nation (I Peter 2:9).  While 
Sunday is the day wherein Christians partake of the 
Lord’s memorial (Acts 20:7; I Corinthians 11:24-25), 
every day is another opportunity to remember what He 
left, what He knew He would face, & what He 
sacrificed.  Remember the soldiers, but most of all, 
remember the Savior. 

THE POWER 
OF PLEASANT 

WHERE 
ARE YOU 
GOING? 

“I only know the names of two 
angels, Hark & Harold.” – 
Gregory, age 5  
“Everybody’s got it all wrong. 
Angels don’t wear halos anymore. I 

forget why, but scientists are working on it.” – Olive (9) 
• “Angels work for God & watch over kids when God has 

to go do something else.” – Mitchell (7) 
• “Angels don’t eat, but they drink milk from Holy 

Cows!!!” Jack (6) 
• “When an angel gets mad, he takes a deep breath & 

counts to ten. And when he lets out his breath again, 
somewhere there’s a tornado.” Reagan (10) 

• “Angels have a lot to do & they keep very busy. If you 
lose a tooth, an angel comes through your window & 
leaves money under your pillow. Then when it gets cold, 
angels go south for the winter.” Sara (6) 

• “All angels are girls because they gotta wear dresses & 
boys didn’t go for it.” – Antonio (9) 

CHILDREN 
EXPLAIN 
ANGELS 



NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS 
UPCOMING EVENTS:     

1. VBS REGISTRATION:  Parents, please register your children now! VBS will be June 22nd – 26th, 
9AM to 11AM for ages 2 through 6th grade.  

2. AREA VBS: Hickory Knoll’s VBS will be May 31st-June 4th.  Chalmette’s VBS will be June 15th-18th. 
Please see the News n’ Notes board for details.    

3. FELLOWSHIP MEAL: June 28th after AM 
Worship. Last names A-L have setup & cleanup. 
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NEEDING CARE & PRAYERS 
Our Members & Visitors 

Family  of Sandra Brock  Bil l & Barbara  Burchett   
Martha  Clark John & Mary Cul lum    
Family  of Dick  Grantham  Dan Joseph    
Ann Roberts  Lil l ie Smith  
Debbie Starr Louise & Toni  Sylve   
LaTonia Brooks-Washington 

Our Shut-In 
Elwanda Piskorik 

Our Family & Friends  
Family  of Ann Arnold:  Ann passed away on Monday morning in Kansas City. She 

was in the middle of moving to Washington to live with her daughter. 
Larry Bradford:  Acquaintance of Gelanda Riddick; was recently diagnosed with cancer. 
Evangel ine Joy : 3-year old granddaughter of Chuck & Lydia deSambourg; has been 

diagnosed with an inoperable brain tumor. 
Family  of Betty Beat ty  Mitchell  Burns    
Leroy Bedreaux  Robin Clark  
Sherry Dale  Cleveland Ell i s  
Family  of Virg inia  Farr  Mary Maca luso Hardee   
Elbert Jackson  Rebecca  Roberts   
Steve  Sanders  Erlene  Sing leton   
Gwen Webb Gene Zimmerman 

Deployed Servicemen 
Nathan Gil lespie:  Dawn, Tempe, & Dalton are serving in Japan.    
 

PRIVILEGED TO SERVE 
NEXT WEEK 

MAY 31 
Sunday AM  

Welcome:  
Wes Arabie 

Prayer:  
Jerome Riddick 

Song Lead:  
Howard Goodale 

Glenn Bates 
Luke 23:44-47 

Lord’s Table:  
Paul Macaluso (2) 

Sermon:  
Mike Glenn 

Dismissal:  
Ron Landis 

 
——————— 

Sunday PM 
Welcome:  

Wes Arabie 
Prayer:  

Wes Arabie 
Song Lead:  

Howard Goodale 
Lord’s Table:  

Paul Macaluso (2) 
Sermon:  

5th Sunday Singing 
Dismissal:  

Keith Cooper 

THIS WEEK 
MAY 24 
Sunday AM  

Welcome:  
Howard Goodale 

Prayer:  
Wes Arabie 

Song Lead:  
Howard Goodale 

Norm Starr 
Luke 23:32-38 

Lord’s Table:  
Paul Macaluso (2) 

Sermon:  
Scott Cain 

Dismissal:  
Don Robinson 

 
——————— 

Sunday PM 
Welcome:  

Howard Goodale 
Prayer:  

Glenn Bates 
Song Lead:  

Howard Goodale 
Lord’s Table:  

Paul Macaluso (2) 
Sermon:  

Readings: Rom. 4-5 
Dismissal:  

Jerome Riddick 
 

LAST 

WEEK’S 

RECORD 

Please submit all prayer requests in writing to Scott or Melissa Cain.  Please supply regular 
updates on each individual in order to keep our prayer list up-to-date.  For the sake of 
space, any name (except for shut-ins) will be removed after four weeks unless a new update 
is received.  Thank you for helping us all to stay informed of the spiritual & physical needs 
of our members, friends, & family. 

Bible Study 
Sunday AM 
Sunday PM 
Wednesday 

57 
84 
40 
53 

 

	  

SPECIAL NOTE 

PANTRY USE: 
The elders have instructed that all 
requests to receive items from the 
pantry are to go through the office.  
Please call if items are needed & 

they will be prepared for you prior 
to pickup. 



  
  


