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[Editor’s Note: This week’s article was printed as the 
Preface of this year’s lectureship book.  It is reprinted 
here as a summary reminder of what was studied.  For 
those who missed any of the lectures or who may want to 
hear any of them again, the audio sermons are available 
on our website: www.degaulledrivecoc.com.]  

Give God Glory.  As David sang, “Give unto the Lord, ye 
kindreds of the people, give unto the Lord glory and strength” (1 Chronicles 16:28). 

Glory.  The Hebrew word most often translated “glory” is kābhôdh: it is from the 
root word kabād, meaning “heavy in weight.”  It can refer to a heavy burden, that 
which is grievous, or, in a positive sense, it can describe extreme good fortune (see 
“Holman Christian Standard Bible”, Glory).  Thus, the basic Hebrew idea of 
“glorify” is to “give weight” or to “honor.”  

When David said to “give” glory unto the Lord, the meaning was to give God what 
was already His:  The word translated “give” could be better translated as “ascribe,” 
as in the ASV: “Ascribe unto Jehovah… Ascribe unto Jehovah glory and strength” 
(1Chronicles 16:28; Psalm 29:2 – ASV).  The act of giving glory does not increase 
the importance or honorability of the recipient: it acknowledges the weighty 
importance that the recipient already possesses.  Giving glory is not “something 
someone bestows on another,” it is the act of recognizing “a quality of importance” 
possessed by “a person, group, or nation” (Holman).  (Oh, that mankind would learn 
this truth!  Bestowing a manikin with a Lombardi Trophy will not turn it into a 
Super Bowl winning quarterback.  Bestowing political glory to liars and fools will 
not make them more honorable or capable of leadership: although it does increase 
the potential damage they can do.  Bestowing worship to a carved rock does not 
increase the rock’s honor or capacity to exercise Divine prerogatives.  Bestowing 
religious glory upon mortal men or women will not exalt them to the position of 
God.  To bestow undue glory is no glory at all.)  The act of “giving glory” means “to 
praise, to recognize the importance of another, the weight the other carries in the 
community” (ibid.).  

To give God glory is to “recognize the essential nature of His ‘goodness’ that gives 
Him importance and weight in relationship to the human worshiping community” 
(ibid.). 

Glory Belongs to God.  “…the Lord made the heavens. Glory and honor are in His 
presence…” (1Chronicles 16:26-27). 

Glory all belongs to God.  In praising the Lord God of Israel Who is blessed for ever 
and ever, David declared, “Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and the 
glory, and the victory, and the majesty: for all that is in the heaven and in the earth 
is Thine; Thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and Thou art exalted as Head above all” 
(1Chronicles 29:10-11).  Greatness, power, victory, and majesty: these are not 
concepts for God to conceive, gifts for God to receive, nor goals for God to achieve; 
they are attributes and abilities that already belong to God because of Who He is.  
The same is true of glory.  Glory is God’s.  It belongs to Him. 

Glory always belongs to God.  Jesus mirrored David’s words in His model prayer: 
“For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever. Amen” (Matthew 
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6:13).  God’s is the kingdom.  God’s is the power.  God’s is 
the glory.  Forever.  At no time, and in no place, has God ever 
been without glory.  Glory is always God’s. 

Glory already belongs to God.  In the real “Lord’s prayer” 
(Christ’s prayer for His followers before He crossed the brook 
Kidron and wept in Gethsemane – John 17), Jesus made the 
following statement about the glory of God: “And now, O 
Father, glorify Thou Me with Thine Own Self with the glory 
which I had with Thee before the world was” (John 17:5).  
Before the world existed and before man was created, the Son 
possessed glory with the Father.  Before the world existed, 
and before man was created, the Father possessed glory.  
Therefore God’s glory is not limited by whether or not a man 
or mankind will glorify Him, for God’s glory predates man’s 
existence.  In the words of CS Lewis: “A man can no more 
diminish God’s glory by refusing to worship Him than a 
lunatic can put out the sun by scribbling the word ‘darkness’ 
on the walls of his cell.”   

On the same token, man cannot increase God’s glory by 
choosing to worship Him, because to glorify God is not to 
give Him something He does not already possess, but to 
acknowledge that He possesses it and deserves it. Since God 
already possesses all glory, and since giving glory to God 
does not increase God’s glory, then God’s command for man 
to glorify Him is not intended to benefit God, but to benefit 
man.  Hear again the words of CS Lewis: “In commanding us 
to glorify Him, God is inviting us to enjoy Him.”  To give 
glory to God is to recognize where glory belongs, and to 
recognize where glory belongs is to recognize the glorious 
goodness of God.   

Glory.  Belongs.  To.  God. 

Because of this fact, hear the language David employed on 
more than one occasion as he described what man owes God: 

Give unto the Lord the glory due unto His name: bring an 
offering, and come before Him: worship the Lord in the 
beauty of holiness. (1Chronicles 16:29) 

Give unto the Lord the glory due unto His name; worship 
the Lord in the beauty of holiness. (Psalm 29:2) 

Glory belongs to God.  Glory is due unto God.  To glorify 
God is to give credit where credit is due and to ascribe glory 
where glory belongs.  

This lecture series is intended to help Christians appreciate the 
glory of God and to understand what it means to give Him the 
glory for Who He is and for the great things He hath done.  To 
God be the glory, and the doxologies of inspired writ tune 
hearts to sing God’s praise in ascribing glory to Him for ever 
and ever, Amen (Romans 11:36; Galatians 1:5; Jude 24-25; 
etc.).  Glory to God goes beyond oral proclamations, and no 
example surpasses Jesus in showing what it means to glorify 
the Father by the life He lived, the works He works, and the 
death He died (John 17:4; John 12:23-33).  Sin thwarts souls’ 
efforts to ascribe to God the glory He deserves, and Christians 
must ever remember how a man falls sadly short of the glory 
of God when he chooses to sin; “For all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23); while all 
accountable souls have made this disappointing choice, they 
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are not obligated to continue choosing sin.  Thankfully, the 
same glory of which man has fallen short is that by which souls 
are raised to walk in newness of life upon being baptized into 
Christ: “Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into 
death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of 
life” (Romans 6:4).  

Much can be learned from the physical manifestations of God’s 
glory in the Old Testament tabernacle (and temple).  When the 
people held to God’s pattern, God exhibited His presence and 
power by placing His glory among them (Exodus 25:8-9; 
40:16, 34-38).  When the people abandoned God’s pattern and 
placed their trust in the ark of God instead of in the God of the 
ark (1Samuel 4:4-5), their enemies captured the ark and Israel 
had to acknowledge that God’s glory had departed from them 
(4:22).  God’s glory later filled the temple during the time of 
Solomon and then left the temple during a time of sin.  
Centuries later, Ezekiel was given a vision showing God’s 
glory leaving the Jerusalem temple and later returning to a 
location far more glorious than any physical temple ever 
constructed (Ezekiel 10:18-19; 11:23; 43:4-5), and within the 
walls of a spiritual city with an unforgettable name: “The Lord 
is there” (48:35).  Ezekiel’s vision offered a prophetic glimpse 
of where God’s glory could be found during the reign of the 
Shepherd descended from David: the Christ (Ezekiel 34:23-
24).  Yes, to follow Christ is to be a resident of the city where 
God’s glory is.  To follow Christ is to dwell in the presence of 
God.  Christians are Christ’s people, and Christ’s people dwell 
in the presence of the glory of God.  

Christ’s people bring glory to God, not just through their own 
words and works, but also through the influence that their 
words and works have upon other souls: “Let your light so 
shine before men, that they may see your good works, and 
glorify your Father which is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16; see 
also 1Peter 2:12).  Christians also glorify God through the 
influence that their generosity has upon their brethren 
(2Corinthians 9:13).  As one writer noted, “A concern for the 
glory of God is the ultimate motive for Christian living.”  The 
way a Christian lives, and the way a Christian gives, helps to 
open the eyes of others to ascribe to God the glory that He has 
always deserved. 

While on earth, Christ’s people dwell in the presence of God 
and His glory.  Nevertheless, the challenges of this life 
prompted Paul to encourage Christians by saying, “When 
Christ, Who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear 
with Him in glory” (Colossians 3:4).  Yes, Christians dwell in 
God’s glory here, but a greater glory awaits: “Then we which 
are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in 
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air; and so shall we ever be 
with the Lord” (1Thessalonians 4:17).  Christians face dark 
days here, but they await a home where they have “no need of 
the sun, neither of the moon, to shine… for the glory of God” 
lightens their place (Revelation 21:23). 

Let us dwell with God in His glory here, that we may dwell 
Him in His glory for eternity.  

To God be the glory. 

 



 

NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS 
UPCOMING EVENTS:     

1. SONG LEADING CLASS:  Will meet today at 5PM.  
2. G ENERAL TEACHERS’  MEETING: Today at 4:30 PM.  All teachers are encouraged to attend. 
3. SPECIAL POTLUCK: November 15th.  We will be showering newlyweds Paul & TeNeal (soon-

to-be) Macaluso with gifts as we celebrate their one-week anniversary! 
PANTRY ITEMS NEEDED:   Due to space constraints in our pantry we ask that ONLY the 

following items be brought: canned tuna & fruit, spaghetti sauce, mac & cheese, 1-meal dinners, 
shampoo, toothbrushes, women’s deodorant, soap, & razors.  

BIBLE CALL:  Bible Call in the month of September received 62 calls for a total of 5 hours & 36 
minutes of listening time.  In the month of October there were 57 calls for a total of 4 hours & 39 
minutes of listening time. 

DIRECTORY UPDATE: We wish God’s blessings upon our sister Doris Kaigler as she returns to 
the Franklin Street church of Christ to serve alongside her husband Robert.  While we know that she 
will be a great benefit to the work of the church at Franklin, & while we look forward to her visiting 
from time to time, we will miss her presence & her encouraging glow as a member of the flock at 
DeGaulle Drive.  

Attendance 
 
 
 
 
 

NEEDING CARE & PRAYERS 
Special Request 

Kaiyah Alexander:  4-month old granddaughter of Yvette James has Congenital 
Nephrotic Syndrome, an extremely rare kidney condition. She is home but continues 
receiving treatments & blood transfusions. She will go on dialysis & will need a kidney 
transplant by age 1 or at 15lbs. She needs our prayers, & we can also help by donating 
blood at any blood center on Kaiyah’s behalf.   

Our Members & Visitors 
Tommie  Brock: Continues to be treated for infection, discitis, osteomyelitis, & 

respiratory issue; as of Thursday she was still awaiting a room at Wynhoven. 
Barbara Burche tt: Being treated for venous veins at the wound clinic every other day. 
Dan Joseph: His cancer has returned, & he will be receiving chemo bi-weekly. 
Loretha “Bubba” Starr: Norm Starr’s mother; fell off of the front porch & suffered a 

cracked pelvis; the crack is stable & will not require surgery 
Bil l & Barbara  Burchett   Eugene  Carter  
Family  of Roberta Edwards Debbie Starr 
Tony & Louise Sylve   

Our Shut-In 
Elwanda Piskorik 

Our Family & Friends  
Horace  Ledet : Father of a coworker of Gelanda Riddick; suffering from kidney failure. 
Al len Morris:  Steve Tucker’s brother-in-law & longtime friend; diagnosed with 

pancreatic cancer.  
Quinn Merryman: 1-yr-old son of friends of the Meek family; had surgery recently on a 

mass on his brain stem; he will also be receiving chemo treatments. 
Joby Smith,  Sr : Son-in-law of Wes & Cheryl Arabie; undergoing heart tests  
Tony Greathouse Martha  Ruddy  

Deployed Servicemen 
Nathan Gil lespie:  Nathan, Dawn, Tempe, & Dalton are serving in Japan.    

 

PRIVILEGED TO SERVE 
NEXT WEEK 
NOVEMBER 8 

Sunday AM  
Welcome:  

Howard Goodale 
Prayer:  

Ron Landis 
Song Lead:  

Howard Goodale 

Norm Starr 
Matthew 27:39-50 

Lord’s Table:  
Paul Macaluso (2) 

Sermon:  
Scott Cain  

Dismissal:  
Roland Keith 

 
——————— 

Sunday PM 
Welcome:  

Howard Goodale 
Prayer: 

Keith Cooper 
Song Lead:  

Ron Landis 
Lord’s Table:  

Paul Macaluso (2) 
Sermon:  

Scott Cain  
Dismissal:  

Don Robinson 
 

THIS WEEK 
NOVEMBER 1 

Sunday AM  
Welcome:  

Wes Arabie 
Prayer:  

Don Robinson 
Song Lead:  

Howard Goodale 

Paul Macaluso 
Matthew 27:39-50 

Lord’s Table:  
Paul Macaluso (2) 

Sermon:  
Scott Cain  

Dismissal:  
Keith Cooper 

 
——————— 

Sunday PM 
Welcome:  

Wes Arabie 
Prayer: 

Jerome Riddick 
Song Lead:  

Howard Goodale 
Lord’s Table:  

Paul Macaluso (2) 
Sermon:  

Scott Cain  
Dismissal:  

Glenn Bates 
 

 

LAST 

WEEK’S 

RECORD 

Please submit all prayer requests in writing to Scott or Melissa Cain.  Please supply regular 
updates on each individual in order to keep our prayer list up-to-date.  For the sake of 
space, any name (except for shut-ins) will be removed after four weeks unless a new update 
is received.  Thank you for helping us all to stay informed of the spiritual & physical needs 
of our members, friends, & family. 

Bible Study 
Sunday AM 
Sunday PM 
Wednesday 

  86 
105 

    70 
   44 

	



  
 


