
  

FOOLING GOD 
 
Alan Smith tells several interesting stories about below average criminals in a 
recent Thought for the Day: 
 

1. When two service station attendants in Ionia, Michigan, refused to hand 
over the cash to an intoxicated robber, the man threatened to call the 
police. They still refused, so the robber called the police and was 
arrested. 

2. A pair of Michigan robbers entered a record store, waving their revolvers 
in the air. One yelled “Nobody moves!” His partner moved, so . . . he 
shot him. “I was a little nervous,” he was quoted as saying. 

3. In Great Britain in 1997, a young man decided to blackmail a well-
known supermarket chain by threatening to contaminate the foods on 
sale there. He sent a note demanding 30,000 pounds to be paid into his 
bank account and provided—just to make sure that they got the right 
amount into the right account—his bank account number. Not 
surprisingly he was soon caught and convicted. 

4. Police in Radnor, Pennsylvania, interrogated a suspect by placing a metal 
colander on his head and connecting it with wires to a photocopy 
machine. The message “He’s lying” was placed in the copier, and police 
pressed the copy button each time they thought the suspect wasn’t telling 
the truth. Believing the “lie detector” was working, the suspect 
confessed. 
 

Trying to keep secrets from God is even more foolish than any of these. All 
things are naked and open to His eyes (Hebrews 4:13). No action we ever take is 
a secret from God. No thought we ever think is unknown to Him. Then the text 
says we must give account to Him. No one will be excused from the judgment 
seat of Christ. We must all appear there (2 Corinthians 5:10). Don’t think you are 
smart enough to pull the wool over God’s eyes. Don’t believe for one second that 
you will get away with sin. 
 
On the other hand, God loves us and wants to forgive us. When He forgives, He 
forgets (Hebrews 8:12). You can’t hide from God, but you can take advantage of 
the opportunity to erase your sins from His memory. If you’ve never become a 
Christian, forgiveness is received by faith and submission to God’s will. That 
includes believing in Jesus Christ as the Son of God (John 8:24), repentance—
turning away from sinful conduct (Acts 17:30), confession of your faith 
(Matthew 10:32), and baptism to wash away your sins (Acts 22:16). Such a 
saved individual must be faithful by walking in the light (1 John 1:7). If you’ve 
become a Christian in the past, but stepped out of the light, then repent of your 
sins and confess them, and allow your brothers and sisters in Christ to pray with 
you for your forgiveness (Acts 8:22, James 5:16).—Thought for the Day 
 
“And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” John 8:32  
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A few years ago a man was waiting for a friend at the 
airport in Portland, Oregon. 
Among the passengers leaving the plane, he noticed a man 
coming toward him carrying two light bags. He watched 
as the man stopped to greet his family. 
First he motioned to his youngest son (maybe six years 

old) as he lay down his bags. They gave each other a long, loving hug. As 
they separated enough to look in each other’s face, the father said, “It’s so 
good to see you, son. I missed you so much!” 
His son smiled somewhat shyly, averted his eyes & replied softly, “Me, 
too, Dad!” 
Then the man stood up, gazed into the eyes of his oldest son (maybe nine or 
ten) & while cupping his son’s face in his hands said, “You’re already quite 
the young man. I love you very much, Zach!” They too hugged a most 
loving, tender hug. 
While this was happening, a baby girl (perhaps one year old) was 
squirming excitedly in her mother’s arms, never once taking her little eyes 
off the wonderful sight of her returning father. The man said, “Hi, baby 
girl!” as he gently took the child from her mother. He quickly kissed her 
face all over & then held her close to his chest while rocking her from side 
to side. The little girl instantly relaxed & simply laid her head on his 
shoulder, motionless in pure contentment. 
After several moments, he handed his daughter to his oldest son & 
declared, “I’ve saved the best for last,” & proceeded to give his wife a long, 
passionate kiss. He gazed into her eyes for several seconds & then silently 
mouthed, “I love you so much!” They stared at each other’s eyes, beaming 
at one another, holding both hands. 
The bystander then realized how totally engrossed he was in the wonderful 
display of genuine love beside him. He suddenly felt 
uncomfortable, as if he were invading something sacred, but was 
amazed to hear his own voice nervously ask, “Wow! How long have 
you two been married?” 
“Been married twelve years,” the man replied, without breaking his gaze 
from his lovely wife’s face. 
“Well, then, how long have you been away?” the bystander asked. 
“Two whole days!” 
The bystander was stunned. By the intensity of the greeting, he assumed the 
man had been gone for at least several weeks, if not months. Almost 
offhandedly, hoping to end his intrusion with some semblance of grace, he 
said, “I hope my marriage is still that passionate after twelve years!” 
The man suddenly stopped smiling. He looked him in the eye, & with 
forcefulness that burned right into his soul he said something that left the 
bystander a different person. 
He said, “Don’t hope, friend . . . decide!” 

---------------------------------------------------------- 

MAYBE WE ARE DIFFERENT 
In adults: 
1. She’ll have 11% more neurons in her brain centers for language & 

hearing than a man. 
2. She’ll use on average 20,000 words a day. He’ll use 7,000. 
3. Her space devoted to the sex drive will be 2 ½ times smaller than his. 

She’ll think about sex once a day. He’ll think about it every 58 seconds. 
4. Her brain will be 9% smaller than his but will have the same number of 

brain cells, just more tightly packed. 
5. Her principle hub for emotion & memory formation, the hippocampus, 

will be larger. His processor at the core of the primitive area of the brain 
that registers fear & triggers aggression, the amygdala, will be larger.  — 

  
 

“Heredity: An omnibus in which all our 
ancestors ride, & every now & then, one of 
them puts his head out & embarrasses us.” -
Oliver Wendell Holmes 

----------------------------------- 

How do you decide whom to marry?  
- You got to find somebody who likes the same 

stuff. Like, if you like sports, she should like it 
that you like sports, & she should keep the 
chips & dip coming. – Alan, age 10 

How can a stranger tell if two people are 
married?  
- You might have to guess, based on whether 

they seem to be yelling at the same kids. – 
Derrick, 8  

What do most people do on a date?   
- Dates are for having fun, & people should use 

them to get to know each other. Even boys 
have something to say if you listen long 
enough. – Lynnette, 8  

What do you think Mom & Dad have in 
common?   
- Both don’t want any more kids. – Lori, 8  
Is it better to be single or married?   
- It’s better for girls to be single but not for 

boys. Boys need someone to clean up after 
them. – Anita, 9 

When is it okay to kiss someone?  
- When they’re rich. – Pam, 7  
- The law says you have to be eighteen, so I 

wouldn’t want to mess with that. – Curt, 7   
- The rule goes like this: If you kiss someone, 

then you should marry them & have kids with 
them. It’s the right thing to do. – Howard, 8  

How would you make a marriage work?  
- Tell your wife that she looks pretty, even if 

she looks like a dump truck. – Ricky, 10 
--------------------------------- 

Three ladies were bragging on their grown sons. 
The first lady told of the extravagant birthday 
parties her son provided her. “Why he even 
hired a full band for my last birthday.” 
The second lady bragged about how her son 
gave such lavish vacations. “Just last month he 
sent me to Hawaii for the fourth time.” 
The third woman was not to be outdone and she 
piped up, “That’s nothing. My son has been 
paying a psychiatrist $150 a week for the last 
three years just so he can talk about me.” 

DON’T 
JUST 
HOPE… 
DECIDE HEREDITY 

KIDS, ON RELATIONSHIPS 

$150/WEEK TO TALK ABOUT MOM 



 

NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS 
UPCOMING EVENTS:     

1. SONG LEADING CLASS:  Will not meet today. The next class will be November 22 at 4:30PM. 
2. SPECIAL POTLUCK: TODAY!!.  We will be showering newlyweds Paul & TeNeal Macaluso 

with gifts as we celebrate the newlyweds’ marriage! 
PANTRY ITEMS NEEDED:   Due to space constraints in our pantry we ask that ONLY the 

following items be brought: canned tuna, chicken, & fruit, spaghetti sauce, mac & cheese, 1-meal 
dinners, shampoo, toothbrushes, women’s deodorant, soap, & razors.  

 
CONGRATULATIONS:  We pray for God’s blessings upon Paul Macaluso & his new bride, 

TeNeal Minks Macaluso.  Paul & TeNeal were joined in holy matrimony last Saturday. 
 
THANK GOD FOR TENDER HEARTS:   Taylor Washington & Justice Pitts both responded to 

Christ’s invitation last Sunday expressing repentance & requesting prayers.  We pray for God’s 
blessings upon these two young ladies as they grow closer to God. 

Attendance 
 
 
 
 
 

NEEDING CARE & PRAYERS 
Special Request 

Kaiyah Alexander:  5-month old granddaughter of Yvette James has Congenital 
Nephrotic Syndrome, an extremely rare kidney condition. She is home but continues 
receiving treatments & blood transfusions. She will go on dialysis & will need a kidney 
transplant by age 1 or at 15lbs. She needs our prayers, & we can also help by donating 
blood at any blood center on Kaiyah’s behalf.   

Our Members & Visitors 
Tommie  Brock: Has been moved to Canon Hospice on Clearview Parkway, room 411; 

she appreciates all of the visits she has received since she has been there. 
Mary Cullum: Has had the flu & underwent an MRI on her shoulder. 
Dan Joseph: His cancer has returned, & he will be receiving chemo bi-weekly. 
Bil l & Barbara  Burchett   Eugene  Carter  
Debbie Starr Loretha “Bubba”  Starr   
Tony & Louise Sylve  LaTonya  Brooks -Washington 

Our Shut-In 
Elwanda Piskorik 

Our Family & Friends  
Joby Smith,  J r . : Grandson of Wes & Cheryl Arabie; needs prayers & encouragement.  

Please send your kind thoughts to him at the following address:   
 Tennessee Children’s Home 

Attn: Joby Smith 
P.O. Box 10 
Spring Hill, TN 37174 

Kimi Mil ler & family :  Friends of William Goodale; facing difficulty & needs prayers. 
Mia Paige : Brother of Justice Pitts; doing well & has been reading the Bible 
Horace  Ledet   Quinn Merryman   
Al len Morris  Martha  Ruddy 

Deployed Servicemen 
Nathan Gil lespie:  Nathan, Dawn, Tempe, & Dalton are serving in Japan.    
 

PRIVILEGED TO SERVE 
NEXT WEEK 
NOVEMBER 22 

Sunday AM  
Welcome:  

Howard Goodale 
Prayer:  

Roland Keith 
Song Lead:  

Howard Goodale 

Wes Arabie 
Luke 23:32-38 

Lord’s Table:  
Paul Macaluso (2) 

Sermon:  
Wes Arabie 

Dismissal:  
Wes Arabie 

 
——————— 

Sunday PM 
Welcome:  

Howard Goodale 
Prayer: 

Don Robinson 
Song Lead:  

Howard Goodale 
Lord’s Table:  

Paul Macaluso (2) 
Sermon:  

Readings: 1Cor. 1-2 
Dismissal:  

Ron Landis 
 

THIS WEEK 
NOVEMBER 15 

Sunday AM  
Welcome:  

Steve Tucker 
Prayer:  

Wes Arabie 
Song Lead:  

Howard Goodale 

Jerome Riddick 
Acts 20:6-12 

Lord’s Table:  
Paul Macaluso (2) 

Sermon:  
Scott Cain  

Dismissal:  
Jerome Riddick 

 
——————— 

Sunday PM 
Welcome:  

Steve Tucker 
Prayer: 

Howard Goodale 
Song Lead:  

Wes Arabie 
Lord’s Table:  

Paul Macaluso (2) 
Sermon:  

Scott Cain  
Dismissal:  

Glenn Bates 
 

 

LAST 

WEEK’S 

RECORD 

Please submit all prayer requests in writing to Scott or Melissa Cain.  Please supply regular 
updates on each individual in order to keep our prayer list up-to-date.  For the sake of 
space, any name (except for shut-ins) will be removed after four weeks unless a new update 
is received.  Thank you for helping us all to stay informed of the spiritual & physical needs 
of our members, friends, & family. 

Bible Study 
Sunday AM 
Sunday PM 
Wednesday 

60 
79 
38 
47 

	



  
 


