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Astounded.  Baffled.  
Overjoyed.  Humbled.  Why?  The 
answer is simple: one-hundred 
twenty-three people assembled 
together on one Sunday morning 
and contributed $82,449 to 

evangelizing the world.  This was the second contribution of the morning, and it 
followed the local congregation’s regular weekly contribution which, on this 
occasion, was in excess of $5000.  One-hundred twenty-three souls (counting the 
children present) united together to give in excess of $87,000 back to the Lord in one 
day.  The second collection, $82,449, would serve as the congregation’s missions 
budget for the coming year. 

What congregation is this?  Who are the elders?  Who is the preacher?  The 
answers to these questions are irrelevant.  What is relevant is what a small number of 
Christians can accomplish when they apply their hearts to the Lord’s work.  Such 
liberality did not occur overnight or accidentally; it was the result of years of 
leadership from the elders, emphasis from the pulpit, and involvement from the 
pews, all focused on being tools in God’s hands and laboring to His glory. 

Leadership from the Elders.  It began almost two decades ago when the elders 
decided to set aside a special contribution for missions.  Their goal was not only 
funding, but also focus.  When brethren are uninformed and uninvolved, world 
evangelism becomes unimportant.  Jesus left standing orders for His church: share 

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 
SUNDAY 

 
 
 
 

MID-WEEK 
 
 

_____________________  

ELDERS 
 
 
 
DEACONS 
 
EVANGELISTS 
 
 
EMAIL: office@degaulledrivecoc.com 
  
WORKS SUPPORTED: 

Benevolence:   
Childhaven of Cullman, Alabama 
 
Media:  
Gospel Broadcasting Network 
In Search of the Lord’s Way 
The Old Landmarks 
The Truth in Love 
 
MISSIONS:  
Budapest, Hungary:  Curry Montague, 

curry.monta@gmail.com 
India: Ron & Karen Clayton 

RCIndia@sonet.net 
Padova, Italy: Jeff & Tia Brauer Family, 

brauer@padovateam.org  
Marshall, Texas: Azael & Dinora Alvarez 
 
PREACHER TRAINING:  
Memphis School of Preaching 

Wes	Arabie	 	 504-858-2881 
Bill	Burchett	 	 504-393-2409	
Howard	Goodale	 504-272-0502	
	
	
Steve	Tucker	 	 504-812-2617	
	
	
Scott	Cain	 	 504-392-4110	
Wes	Arabie	 	 504-858-2881	

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
4700 GENERAL DEGAULLE DRIVE 

NEW ORLEANS, LA 70131                                
www.DegaulleDriveCOC.com 

October 25, 2015 

ABOVE AND 
BEYOND: TO THE 
GLORY OF GOD 

 

OCTOBER IS 
MISSIONS EMPHASIS MONTH 

Each October the Lord’s church at DeGaulle Drive emphasizes World Evangelism 
& Stewardship in our Sunday Bible Classes & in the Sunday morning sermons.   

The annual 

SPECIAL MISSIONS 
COLLECTION 

Is TODAY.   
This collection is above & beyond our regular contribution, & it allows us to 
continue supporting the mission works wherein we are currently involved. 

Please  earmark a l l checks for  the missions co l lect ion as “Missions.”  

The elders ask all of the flock at DeGaulle Drive to pray, plan, & prepare to 
participate in the Special Missions Collection. 

We pray that God continues to bless us as we glorify Him in this endeavor. 

“...Go ye into all the world, and preach to Gospel to every creature”  
(Mark 16:15). 
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the Gospel (Matthew 28:18-20).  The local congregation’s 
participation in this effort is twofold: teaching at home and 
contributing abroad (Acts 2:46-47; Acts 20:20; Philippians 4:15-17).  
Sadly, however, congregations often become detached from the 
missionaries or preacher students whom they support; in many cases 
the missionary becomes a mere picture on a bulletin board and a 
name remembered only by the person writing the monthly checks.  
In order to keep the local church informed and involved the elders 
chose to approach the situation by emphasizing both missions and 
stewardship. 

Emphasis from the Pulpit.  Bulletin articles are beneficial, and 
announcements are advantageous, but an undertaking of this 
importance deserves to be preached from the pulpit and conveyed in 
the classes.  The month of October has been designated as Missions 
and Stewardship Emphasis month.  For one month the Sunday 
morning Bible classes and Sunday morning sermons alternate 
between the topics of missions and stewardship.  These subjects are 
stressed because the Lord has given His church a mission to 
accomplish (Mark 16:15-16) and the means to accomplish it (James 
1:17; I Timothy 6:17; II Corinthians 9:7).  By the final Sunday of the 
month a total of eight lessons have been taught on Sunday mornings: four focusing on evangelism and four focusing on 
stewardship.  Each sermon and each class has a different title, text, and theme, but their combined theses emphasize one 
indisputable truth: the Lord’s church has a job to do and the ability to do it.  The special collection for missions is held on the 
final Sunday of the month, at which time each member of the congregation has the opportunity to reflect over the teaching of 
the previous month and to put his treasures where his heart is (Matthew 6:19-20). 

Involvement from the Pews.  All of the planning and emphasis are for naught if the members are not involved.  Brethren 
need encouragement and examples, but they also need goals.  The first year the congregation was encouraged to set aside an 
extra week’s worth of offering.  The following year the members were asked to allocate an additional two weeks’ contribution 
for the special missions collection.  Each year the collection grew.  As time passed the goal was not to give a certain amount.  
Such was no longer necessary.  The precedent had already been set.  The most recent missions collection was equivalent to 
over TWENTY-ONE WEEKS of the congregation’s average collection.  New members see the examples from the past, hear 
the emphasis from the pulpit, and become involved in giving back an extra portion to the Lord. 

This church does not need to be encouraged to give even if it hurts; they have learned what it means to give until it feels 
good.  The apostle Paul once told the Corinthians, “God loveth a cheerful giver” (II Corinthians 9:7).  The word “cheerful” is 
translated from the Greek work hilaros, from which the modern English word “hilarious” is derived.  The word indicates that 
which is done willingly and merrily.  Imagine if brethren were cheerful to the point of smiling when contributing to the work of 
the church each Lord’s day.  If more Christians took the time to think about what is accomplished by their giving, perhaps 
more would wear a smile when the plate is passed.  Each year when the tally is announced to the congregation after the special 
collection, there is cheer: not a cheer, but cheerfulness.   

Hurricane Katrina and the Deepwater Horizon oil spill have impacted this golf coast congregation numerically and 
economically.  However, even in the aftermath of these disasters, the generosity of the brethren has only grown: in 2005, a 
month and a half after Hurricane Katrina, the special collection increased by 29%.  The local brethren have not cited the 
economy as a reason to cut back on outreach; instead, they have followed the example of the Macedonians: 

Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia; How that in a great trial 
of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality.  For to their 
power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves; Praying us with much intreaty that we 
would receive the gift and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering to the saints.  And this they did, not as we hoped, 
but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God. (II Corinthians 8:1-5) 

The giving comes from inward, the Gospel goes outward, and the glory goes upward.  No matter how generous any 
congregation may be, the glory always goes to God.  “For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through 
the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God” (II Corinthians 4:15).  The glory is God’s.  The responsibility is ours.   

Let us continue to use the gifts that God gives us to glorify Him.  

To God be the glory. 

 

PREVIOUS YEARS’ 

1999 – 13,736 2007 – 58,150 
2000 – 18,882 2008 – 57,971 
2001 – 23,547 2009 – 57,637 
2002 – 29,029 2010 – 66,043 
2003 – 39,622 2011 – 70,184 
2004 – 50,003 2012 – 57,927 
2005 – 67,243 2013 – 69,139 
2006 – 62,145 2014 – 83,297  
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Bible Study 
Sunday AM 
Sunday PM 
Wednesday 

   57 
    83 
    52 
   53 

	

NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS 
UPCOMING EVENTS:     

1. SCHEDULE CHANGE:  During the lecture series next week, our Sunday evening worship 
period will be at 1:30 PM.  There will be no 6:00 PM service on Sunday, October 25. 

2. SONG LEADING CLASS:  Will meet again on November 1 at 5PM.  
3. SPECIAL MISSIONS COLLECTION: TODAY, October 25th. 
4. POTLUCK: TODAY after the AM Worship period. 
5. SPECIAL POTLUCK: November 15th.  We will be showering newlyweds Paul & TeNeal (soon-

to-be) Macaluso with gifts as we celebrate their one-week anniversary! 
6. G ENERAL TEACHERS’  MEETING: November 1 at 4:30 PM.  All teachers are encouraged to 

attend. 
PANTRY ITEMS NEEDED:  Canned tuna & fruit, spaghetti sauce, mac & cheese, 1-meal dinners, 

shampoo, toothbrushes, women’s deodorant, soap, & razors.  
 

NEEDING CARE & PRAYERS 
Special Request 

Kaiyah Alexander:  4-month old granddaughter of Yvette James has Congenital 
Nephrotic Syndrome, an extremely rare kidney condition. She is home but continues 
receiving treatments & blood transfusions. She will go on dialysis & will need a kidney 
transplant by age 1 or at 15lbs. She needs our prayers, & we can also help by donating 
blood at any blood center on Kaiyah’s behalf.   

Our Members & Visitors 
Tommie  Brock: Diagnosed with an infection, discitis, & osteomyelitis, & will be treated 

with long-term antibiotics; she is awaiting a room an Wynhoven for physical therapy. 
Barbara Burche tt: Being treated for venous veins at the wound clinic every other day. 
Family  & fr iends of Roberta Edwards : Orphanage worker & missionary in Haiti 

was killed & the child that was with her was taken.  Melissa Maach worked closely 
with Roberta.  This is a major loss for the work in Haiti as she was a very dedicated 
worker in many capacities. 

Dan Joseph: His cancer has returned, & his chemo treatments began on Monday. 
Bubba Starr : Norm Starr’s mother; fell off of the front porch & suffered a cracked 

pelvis; the crack is stable & will not require surgery 
Bil l & Barbara  Burchett   Eugene  Carter  
Debbie Starr  

Our Shut-In 
Elwanda Piskorik 

Our Family & Friends  
Horace  Ledet : Father of a coworker of Gelanda Riddick; suffering from kidney failure. 
Al len Morris:  Steve Tucker’s brother-in-law & longtime friend; diagnosed with 

pancreatic cancer.  
Quinn Merryman: 1-yr-old son of friends of the Meek family; had surgery recently on a 

mass on his brain stem; he will also be receiving chemo treatments. 
Joby Smith,  Sr : Son-in-law of Wes & Cheryl Arabie; undergoing heart tests  
Tony Greathouse Martha  Ruddy  

Deployed Servicemen 
Nathan Gil lespie:  Nathan, Dawn, Tempe, & Dalton are serving in Japan.    
 

PRIVILEGED TO SERVE 
NEXT WEEK 
NOVEMBER 1 

Sunday AM  
Welcome:  

Wes Arabie 
Prayer:  

Don Robinson 
Song Lead:  

Howard Goodale 

Paul Macaluso 
Matthew 27:39-50 

Lord’s Table:  
Paul Macaluso (2) 

Sermon:  
Scott Cain  

Dismissal:  
Keith Cooper 

 
——————— 

Sunday PM 
Welcome:  

Wes Arabie 
Prayer: 

Jerome Riddick 
Song Lead:  

Howard Goodale 
Lord’s Table:  

Paul Macaluso (2) 
Sermon:  

Scott Cain  
Dismissal:  

Glenn Bates 
 

NEXT WEEK 
OCTOBER 25 

Sunday AM  
Welcome:  

Scott Cain 
Prayer:  

Wes Arabie 
Song Lead:  

Howard Goodale 

Roland Keith 
Mark 15:29-39 

Lord’s Table:  
Ron Landis 

Sermon:  
B.J. Clark 

Dismissal:  
Keith Cooper 

 
——————— 

Sunday PM 
Welcome:  

Scott Cain 
Prayer: 

Glenn Bates 
Song Lead:  

Howard Goodale 
Lord’s Table:  

Ron Landis  
Sermon:  

B.J. Clark 
Dismissal:  

Ron Landis 
 

 

LAST 

WEEK’S 

RECORD 

Please submit all prayer requests in writing to Scott or Melissa Cain.  Please supply regular 
updates on each individual in order to keep our prayer list up-to-date.  For the sake of 
space, any name (except for shut-ins) will be removed after four weeks unless a new update 
is received.  Thank you for helping us all to stay informed of the spiritual & physical needs 
of our members, friends, & family. 



  
 


