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Garth Brooks’ classic song long 
ago ascended and descended the 
charts. Yet it still enjoys 
considerable airtime on country 
stations. Its theme was not exactly 
sermon material, but then again, 

he may be on to something. I do have friends in low places. 

I’ve Got Friends in the Low Place of Sin. 
The first verse of the great gospel hymn “Love Lifted Me” says, 

“I was sinking deep in sin/ Far from the peaceful shore,  
Very deeply stained within/ Sinking to rise no more;  
But the Master of the sea/ Heard my despairing cry,  
From the waters lifted me/ Now safe am I.” 

We sing it in the past tense, but many of our friends would have to use present tense 
verbs to be honest. Sin always brings the sinner down: “O remember not against us 
former iniquities: let thy tender mercies speedily prevent us: for we are brought very 
low” (Psalm 79:8). Again, a Hebrew hymn lamented: “…and were brought low for 
their iniquity” (Psalm 106:43). 
When the prodigal son had spent all his money on wine, women, and song, he found 
his fair-weather friends had somewhere else to be (Luke 15:13-14). He soon found 
himself at the lowest point in his life—a pig farmer! To a Jew, there was hardly a 
lower job. To top it off, he was so hungry he wanted to eat the pig’s food, but he 
could not. He is a picture of those who do not know Christ and His gospel.  
Speak a saving word to your friends in low places (Mark 16:15). 

I’ve Got Friends in the Low Place of Backsliding. 
When Jonah rebelled against God he went down to Joppa, down into the ship, down 
into the ocean, and then down into the belly of the fish (Jonah 1:3, 15-17). As with 
Jonah, all backsliders sink lower and lower as they move away from God. 
When someone falls down, they need a helping hand to lift them. So it is with our 
friends who have forsaken Christ. Why not give them a helping hand and an 
encouraging word (Galatians 6:1-2)? The Scripture also says we are to reprove with 
our exhorting (2 Timothy 4:2). Paul said that he warned every man in order to 
present him acceptable to Christ (Colossians 1:28). He “exhorted and comforted and 
charged every one of you, as a father doth his children, that ye would walk worthy of 
God” (1 Thessalonians 2:11-12). Jesus said it even better: “As many as I love, I 
rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent” (Revelation 3:19).  
Speak a reproving word to these friends in low places. 

I’ve Got Friends in the Low Place of Discouragement. 
Do you know any whose secret prayer might sound like David’s “attend unto my 
cry; for I am bought very low”? (Psalm 142:6). Many around us may “paint on a 
happy face in the morning,” but if the truth were known “they are . . . brought low 
through oppression, affliction, and sorrow” (Psalm 107:39). 
We need to turn sad eyes to Calvary and Christ. “The Lord preserveth the simple: I 
was brought low, and he helped me” (Psalm 116:6). “Mind not high things, but 
condescend to men of low estate” (Romans 12:16). William Arthur Ward said, 
“Flatter me, and I may not believe you. Criticize me, and I may not like you. Ignore 
me, and I may not forgive you. Encourage me, and I will not forget you.”1 
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 OCTOBER IS 

MISSIONS 
EMPHASIS MONTH 

 
Each October the Lord’s church at DeGaulle Drive 
emphasizes World Evangelism & Stewardship in our 

Sunday Bible Classes & in the Sunday morning sermons.   

The annual Special Missions Collection is 
scheduled for Sunday October 25 th.   

This collection is above & beyond our regular contribution, 
& it allows us to continue supporting the mission works 

wherein we are currently involved. 

Please  earmark a l l checks for  the missions 
contr ibut ion as “Missions.”  

As this special Sunday draws near, we ask all of the flock at 
DeGaulle Drive to pray, plan, & prepare to participate in 

the Special Missions Collection on October 26th. 

We pray that the Lord will continue to bless us as we 
glorify Him in this endeavor. 

“...Go ye into all the world, and preach to Gospel to 
every creature”  
(Mark 16:15). 
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Because of your strong faith I kept the track 
Whose sharp-set stones my strength had well-nigh spent. 
I could not meet your eyes if I turned back; So on I went. 
Because you would not yield belief in me  
The threatening crags that rose my way to bar, 
I conquered inch by crumbling inch—to see the goal afar 
Because of you!2 

Barnabas had perhaps the best nickname in the entire early church. 
They called him, “Encourager”—“son of consolation” (Acts 4:36). 
God is still saying, “Encourage him” (Deuteronomy 1:38) and, 
“Exhort one another” (Hebrews 3:13). He gives us plenty of 
reasons to be full of courage. Clyde Gordon, who was completely 
paralyzed from his neck down, edited a magazine called The 
Triumph. In it he said: 

Christ is no security against storms, But He is perfect security 
in storms. He does not promise an easy passage, But He does 
guarantee a safe landing.3 

Speak an encouraging word. It can make all the difference to 
friends in low places. 

I’ve Got Friends on the Road to the Low Place of 
Hell. 
The majority is traveling the road whose signs read, DANGER 
AHEAD. Its lanes are all downhill. The rich man had to lift up his 
eyes to see Abraham’s bosom (Luke 16:23). It is a bottomless pit 
into which sinners are cast (Revelation 20:3). If our friends could 
see that the path they travel plunges into the abyss, maybe they 
would change.  
Speak a sobering word to your friends on the road to low places. 
Wendell Winkler relates how some men are stronger in this point, 
while others may be better at another. Consider: 
“There are people who have power to preach, great power to reason 

and convince, but are deficient in the power to exhort. Alexander 
Campbell was a marvelous man when it came to the ability to 
preach and convince people, but he did not have the power of 
exhortation that John T. Johnson had. John T. Johnson was in a 
meeting in which he had preached a very convincing sermon and 
then followed it with one of his stirring exhortations. A number 
of people responded to the gospel invitation; and then he 
exhorted a little more and some more responded; and when he 
was ready to start his third exhortation, one of the elders spoke 
up and said, ‘Brother Johnson, there’s no use saying anything 
more; there is not another sinner left in the audience.’”4 

Paul had a way of summing things in a few words: “Now we exhort 
you, brethren, warn them that are unruly, comfort the 
feebleminded, support the weak, be patient toward all men” (1 
Thessalonians 5:14). 
—Thanks to Keith Mosher, Sr. for the idea. 
Endnotes 
1 http://thinkexist.com/. 
2 Wendell Winkler, The Mission of the Local Church. 
3 Curtis Hutson, Great Preaching on Comfort: Volume XVI. 
4 The Mission of the Local Church. 

 



 

NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS 
UPCOMING EVENTS:     

1. G ENERAL ASSEMBLY:  September 30th; no classes; all will meet in the auditorium as Brad Harrub 
gives a mission report. 

2. SONG LEADING CLASS:  Will not meet today.  The next class will be at 5PM on October 18th.  
3. WORK D AY: The elders ask each member to plan to participate in the workday on October 17th. 

Work will begin at 9AM & lunch will be provided. This is a great time for fellowship as we clean up 
& fix up around the building inside & out. 

4. WITH GRATITUDE: A note of gratitude from Tommie Brock is on the News & Notes board. 
WORK NIGHT FOR THE MASTER:   September’s work night produced 227 local mailings, 21 

cards of encouragement, & 6 World Bible School mailings.  Thanks to all who participated!! 
PANTRY ITEMS NEEDED:  Canned tuna & fruit, spaghetti sauce, mac & cheese, 1-meal dinners, 

shampoo, toothbrushes, women’s deodorant, soap, & razors.  

Attendance 
 
 
 
 
 

NEEDING CARE & PRAYERS 
Special Request 

Kaiyah Alexander:  3-month old granddaughter of Yvette James has Congenital 
Nephrotic Syndrome, an extremely rare kidney condition. She is home but continues 
receiving treatments & blood transfusions. She will go on dialysis & will need a kidney 
transplant by age 1 or at 15lbs. She needs our prayers, & we can also help by donating 
blood at any blood center on Kaiyah’s behalf.   

Our Members & Visitors 
Barbara Burche tt: Being treated for venous veins at the wound clinic every other day. 
Jackie  Luke: Former member at DeGaulle Drive; is at St. Luke’s living center.  Her 

daughter Gail would appreciate any members who may remember her to visit with 
her: 4201 Woodland Dr. Room 5108B.  

Louise Sylve: Responded to the Lord’s invitation Sunday asking for prayers on behalf of 
her & her daughter Toni. 

Tommie  Brock Bil l & Barbara  Burchett   
Eugene  Carter Dan Joseph 
Debbie Starr Laton ia Brooks-Washington 

Our Shut-In 
Elwanda Piskorik 

Our Family & Friends  
Dawn: Cousin of Sidalize Tate; is improving slowly, but is on life support & continuous 

dialysis after becoming septic due to an infection; she also tested positive for E-coli. 
Quinn Merryman: 1-yr-old son of friends of the Meek family; had brain surgery 

Thursday on a mass on his brain stem 
Tony Greathouse: Brother of George Greathouse; sustained a fall last week; he is 

already having several medical issues & was fortunate not to have broken anything. 
Martha  Ruddy:  Cousin of Steve Tucker; needs prayers for her recurrence of cancer.   
Annette Cates Doyle Hopkins  
Will iam Jenk ins  Brenda Riddick   
Martha  Ruddy  Sherile Wilson 

Deployed Servicemen 
Nathan Gil lespie:  Dawn, Tempe, & Dalton are serving in Japan.    

PRIVILEGED TO SERVE 
NEXT WEEK 
OCTOBER 11 

Sunday AM  
Welcome:  

Wes Arabie 
Prayer:  

Paul Macaluso (2) 
Song Lead:  

Howard Goodale 

Steve Tucker 
Mark 15:6-15 

Lord’s Table:  
Ron Landis (2) 

Sermon:  
Scott Cain (Padova) 

Dismissal:  
Padova 

 
——————— 

Sunday PM 
Welcome:  

Wes Arabie 
Prayer: 

Don Robinson 
Song Lead:  

Howard Goodale 
Lord’s Table:  

Paul Macaluso (2) 
Sermon:  

Wes Arabie 
Dismissal:  

Jerome Riddick 
 

THIS WEEK 
OCTOBER 4 

Sunday AM  
Welcome:  

Howard Goodale 
Prayer:  

Jerome Riddick 
Song Lead:  

Howard Goodale 

Ron Landis 
Romans 6:1-10 

Lord’s Table:  
Ron Landis (2) 

Sermon:  
Wes Arabie 

Dismissal:  
Roland Keith 

 
——————— 

Sunday PM 
Welcome:  

Howard Goodale 
Prayer: 

Howard Goodale 
Song Lead:  

Howard Goodale 
Lord’s Table:  

Ron Landis (2) 
Sermon:  

Wes Arabie 
Dismissal:  

Keith Cooper 
 

 

LAST 

WEEK’S 

RECORD 

Please submit all prayer requests in writing to Scott or Melissa Cain.  Please supply regular 
updates on each individual in order to keep our prayer list up-to-date.  For the sake of 
space, any name (except for shut-ins) will be removed after four weeks unless a new update 
is received.  Thank you for helping us all to stay informed of the spiritual & physical needs 
of our members, friends, & family. 
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