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“…AND THEY ALL LIVED HAPPILY EVER AFTER…”? 

-  Was this said when the church was first established? 

-  Was this said when the church was growing? 

-  Was this ever said of the church while still on earth? 

There would be an “apostasy”: a “falling away.” 

THE 
RESTORATION PLEA 

 

ACTS 2:41-47; 4:1-2 

ACTS 5:40-6:1 

ACTS 28:16, 30-31 
2 TIMOTHY 4:3-4 
2 THESSALONIANS 2:3 



“…AND THEY ALL LIVED HAPPILY EVER AFTER…”? 

-  There would be apostasy in the church’s doctrine. 

-  There would be apostasy in the church’s morality. 

-  There would be apostasy in the church’s organization. 

THE 
RESTORATION PLEA 

 

1 TIMOTHY 4:1-3 

2 PETER 2:1-3, 12-14 

ACTS 20:29-30 



“…AND THEY ALL LIVED HAPPILY EVER AFTER…”? 

The apostasy foretold by the apostles came to fruition in 
the ensuing centuries: 
-  Individuals were elevated to positions of authority 

over congregations, regions, &, eventually, the church. 
-  Councils & creeds of men became the authority for 

determining doctrine, not Christ’s New Testament. 
-  Concepts such as clergy, laity, sacraments, giving 

church offices to the highest bidder, iconoclasm, 
freeing the dead from torment in eternity by paying 
money to the church on earth, indulgences… 

THE 
RESTORATION PLEA 

 



“…AND THEY ALL LIVED HAPPILY EVER AFTER…”? 

Frustrated with the corrupted system, many attempted 
efforts at Reformation of the Catholic church. 
-  Martin Luther, John Calvin, etc. 
-  Various creeds & creed books, conflicting doctrines, & 

sects sprang from Protestant Reformation efforts. 
-  Presbyterianism, Lutheranism, Methodism, English 

Reformism, Congregationalism, Anabaptist-ism… 

THE 
RESTORATION PLEA 

 

This splintered picture of “Christendom” led to the 
realization that Catholicism did not need reformed: 

Christianity needed “restored.” 



JAMES O’KELLY 
-  Called on Francis Asbury to call a meeting to “form a 

permanent plan for peace & union, taking the Holy 
Scriptures for our guide.” – August 1793 

-  “In 1794 the new church agreed that the scriptural 
plan of church government was to ordain elders over 
each church, & they agreed to drop the name 
‘Republican Methodist’…” 

-  At Rice Haggard’s suggestion “the name ‘Christian’ 
was given by divine authority & they would wear it to 
the exclusion of all others.” 

WHAT IS THE 
RESTORATION PLEA 

? 



“FIVE CARDINAL PRINCIPLES OF THE CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH” – 1794 

1.  The Lord Jesus Christ as the only Head of the 
Church. 

2.  The name Christian to the exclusion of all party & 
sectarian names. 

3.  The Holy Bible, or the Scriptures of the Old & New 
Testament our only creed, & a sufficient rule of faith 
& practice. 

4.  Christian character, or vital piety, the only test of 
church fellowship & membership. 

5.  The right of private judgment, & the liberty of 
conscience, the privilege & duty of all. 

WHAT IS THE 
RESTORATION PLEA 

? 



JAMES O’KELLY 
-  “The new ‘Christian Church’ spread through the 

Southern & Western states & by 1809 it had a 
membership of 20,000.  Its basic beliefs included the 
lordship of Christ as the only head of the church, the 
name Christian to the exclusion of all others, & the 
Bible as their only creed or rule of faith & practice.” 

WHAT IS THE 
RESTORATION PLEA 

? 



ELIAS SMITH & ABNER JONES – 1801 
“…came to believe that all theological systems were 
wrong & that Christians should be guided only by 
Scripture.” 
 
 

WHAT IS THE 
RESTORATION PLEA 

? 



O’KELLY, SMITH, JONES 
“On May 27, 1809… ministers from Virginia & the 
Carolinas sent greetings to brethren in New England.  
And they stated that they rejoiced to know that the 
New England Christians accepted, as they did, the 
headship of Christ over the church, the New Testament 
as the only rule of faith, & the name ‘Christian.’” 
 
 

WHAT IS THE 
RESTORATION PLEA 

? 



THOMAS CAMPBELL 
 

“Let us do as we are there expressly told they did, say as 
they said; that is, profess & practice as therein expressly 

enjoined by precept & precedent, in every possible 
instance, after their approved example; & in so doing we 

shall realize & exhibit all that unity & uniformity that 
the primitive Church possess.” 

 
 

WHAT IS THE 
RESTORATION PLEA 

? 



THOMAS CAMPBELL 
 

-  Campbell’s “mission, as expressed in the Declaration 
& Address, was to return to the ‘simple original form 
of Christianity’ by rejecting everything for which they 
could not produce a ‘Thus saith the Lord.’” 

 
“The Church of Christ upon earth is essentially, 

intentionally, & constitutionally one.” 
 

“Let us speak where the Bible speaks & be silent where 
the Bible is silent.” 

 
 

WHAT IS THE 
RESTORATION PLEA 

? 



THOMAS CAMPBELL 
 

“…nothing ought to be inculcated upon Christians as 
articles of faith; nor required of them as terms of 

communion… but what is expressly enjoined by the 
authority of our Lord Jesus Christ & His apostles upon 
the New Testament Church; either in express terms or 

by approved precedent.” 
 

“Nothing ought to be received into the faith or worship 
of the Church, or be made a term of communion among 

Christians, that is not as old as the New Testament.” 

 
 

WHAT IS THE 
RESTORATION PLEA 

? 



THOMAS CAMPBELL 
 

-  “Thomas Campbell believed that the New Testament 
was a divine pattern for what God expected the 
church to be in every age.” 

-  “He described the New Testament as ‘a perfect 
constitution for the worship, discipline, & government 
of the New Testament church’ & a perfect rule of faith 
& practice for its members…” 

 
 

WHAT IS THE 
RESTORATION PLEA 

? 



THOMAS CAMPBELL 
 

-  “…there are two basic ideas in Campbell’s plea for 
restoration: (1) the New Testament is a divine 
constitution for the church, & the church has no right 
to practice anything that is not expressly authorized 
in this constitution; (2) A return to the faith & 
practice of the New Testament would end the 
differences among denominations & restore the 
essential oneness of Christ’s church.” 

 
 

WHAT IS THE 
RESTORATION PLEA 

? 



JAMES HALDANE – 1805 
 

“All Christians are bound to observe the universal & 
approved practices of the first churches recorded in 

Scripture.” 
 

WHAT IS THE 
RESTORATION PLEA 

? 



ALEXANDER CAMPBELL 
-  “Campbell denied that it was proper to speak of 

reforming Christianity.  It was perfect when it began, 
& any attempt to reform it would be as futile as an 
attempt to create a new sun…” 

-  “What was needed, Campbell insisted, was ‘a 
restoration of the ancient order of things.’ And this 
would be achieved by bringing the church ‘up to the 
standard of the New Testament.” 

 
 

WHAT IS THE 
RESTORATION PLEA 

? 



ALEXANDER CAMPBELL 
 
“My faith in creeds & confessions of human device was 
considerably shaken while in Scotland, & I commended 

my career in this country under the conviction that 
nothing that was not as old as the New Testament 

should be made an article of faith… or a term of 
communion amongst Christians.” 

 
 

WHAT IS THE 
RESTORATION PLEA 

? 



ALEXANDER CAMPBELL 
 

“We have no system of our own, or of others, to 
substitute in lieu of the reigning systems.  We only aim 
at substituting the New Testament in lieu of every creed 
in existence, whether Mohammedan, Pagan, Jewish, or 

Presbyterian.  We wish to call Christians to consider 
that Jesus Christ has made them kings & priests to God.  

We neither advocate Calvinism, Arminianism, 
Trinitarianism, Unitarianism, Deism, nor Sectarianism, 

but New Testamentism.” 
 
 

WHAT IS THE 
RESTORATION PLEA 

? 



HW EVEREST 
 

“Every institution of the church has been changed & 
marred by unholy hands; we must go back to the first 

sources.  All the streams of religious teaching have been 
polluted by theological speculations & priestly abuses; 

we must go up & drink at the fountain head.” 
 
 

WHAT IS THE 
RESTORATION PLEA 

? 



JZ TYLER – 1882 
 

“Were you to ask me one word which would most 
exactly present the central purpose of the peculiar plea 
presented by the disciples, I would give you the deeply 
significant & comprehensive word restoration  For it 

was their purpose, as they declared in the beginning, & 
as, without variation they have continued to declare to 
the present, to restore to the world in faith, in spirit, & 

in practice, the religion of Christ & His apostles as found 
on the pages of the New Testament scriptures…” 

 
 

WHAT IS THE 
RESTORATION PLEA 

? 



JZ TYLER – 1882 
 

“…They clearly saw, & from the beginning distinctly 
recognized, that in order to do this, they must ignore & 
pass back beyond all ecclesiastical councils, with their 

creeds, & confessions, their speculations & 
controversies, since the days of the apostles, & to take 

up the work just as these inspired men left it.” 
 
 

WHAT IS THE 
RESTORATION PLEA 

? 



MOSES E. LARD 
“It was determined that the final end to which the 

restoration should look is a complete return to 
primitive Christianity, in doctrine, in practice, & in 

spirit.  All of which is concisely expressed in the 
following decision: To believe precisely what the 

Scriptures teach, to practice only what they enjoin, & to 
reject everything else.” 

 

WHAT IS THE 
RESTORATION PLEA 

? 



ALAN HIGHERS – 2006 
 

“…we can obey the Gospel of Christ & become precisely 
what the people were in the first century, under the 

guidance of inspired men, without joining any sect or 
denomination, without subscribing to any human 
creed, & without wearing any man-made name or 

designation.” 
 
 

WHAT IS THE 
RESTORATION PLEA 

? 



ALAN HIGHERS – 2006 
 

“The basic thesis of the restoration plea has always 
been a return to God’s original plan.  If people in the 
first century could hear the Gospel & obey it, if they 

could become Christians without becoming 
denominational, if they could be what God wanted 
them to be within the church revealed in the New 

Testament, then we can do likewise.” 
 
 

WHAT IS THE 
RESTORATION PLEA 

? 



“RACCOON” JOHN SMITH - 1831 
 

“Let us, then, my brethren, be no longer Campbellites, 
or Stoneites, New Lights or Old Lights, or any other 

kind of lights, but let us come to the Bible alone, as the 
only book in the world that can give us all the light that 

we need.” 
 
 

WHAT IS THE 
RESTORATION PLEA 

? 



“The Church of Christ upon earth is essentially, 
intentionally, & constitutionally one.” 

 
“Let us speak where the Bible speaks & be silent 

where the Bible is silent.” 
 

In matters of faith/doctrine, unity. 
In matters of opinion, liberty. 

In all things, charity. 

WHAT IS THE 
RESTORATION PLEA 

? 



IS THE 
RESTORATION PLEA 

VALID? 

DOES GOD EXPECT HIS PEOPLE TO 
FOLLOW A PATTERN? 

GENESIS 6:14-16 
EXODUS 25:8-9 
LEVITICUS 10:1-2 
JOSHUA 6:2-7 
1 CHRONICLES 28:11-12, 19 



IS THE 
RESTORATION PLEA 

VALID? 
THIS “RESTORATION PLEA” IS ONLY VALID IF THE 

EARLY CHURCH WAS… 
A. GUIDED BY A PATTERN WE CAN STILL FOLLOW. 

B. GOVERNED BY A RULEBOOK WE CAN STILL FIND. 

C. GROWN BY A SEED WE CAN STILL PLANT. 

EPHESIANS 3:10-11  1 TIMOTHY 1:16 
ROMANS 6:17-18   2 TIMOTHY 1:13 

GALATIANS 6:16   PHILIPPIANS 3:17 
1 CORINTHIANS 4:17 

LUKE 8:11 
MATTHEW 13:19 



IS THE 
RESTORATION PLEA 

VALID? 
THIS “RESTORATION PLEA” IS ONLY VALID IF THE 

EARLY CHURCH WAS… 
A. GUIDED BY A PATTERN WE CAN STILL FIND. 

B. GOVERNED BY A RULEBOOK WE CAN STILL FIND. 

C. GROWN BY A SEED WE CAN STILL PLANT. 

EPHESIANS 3:10-11  1 TIMOTHY 1:16 
ROMANS 6:17-18   2 TIMOTHY 1:13 

GALATIANS 6:16   PHILIPPIANS 3:17 
1 CORINTHIANS 4:17 

LUKE 8:11 
MATTHEW 13:19 

WHAT PATTERN GUIDED THEM? 
WHAT RULEBOOK GOVERNED THEM? 
WHAT SEED GREW THEM? 

GOD’S WORD 
 
 
COULD THE SAME PATTERN, RULEBOOK, & 
SEED STILL BE USED 18 CENTURIES LATER? 

1 PETER 4:11 

1 PETER 1:22-23 



IS THE 
RESTORATION PLEA 

VALID? 
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IS THE 
RESTORATION PLEA 

VALID? 
THIS “RESTORATION PLEA” IS ONLY VALID IF THE 

EARLY CHURCH WAS… 
A. GUIDED BY A PATTERN WE CAN STILL FIND. 

B. GOVERNED BY A RULEBOOK WE CAN STILL FIND. 

C. GROWN BY A SEED WE CAN STILL PLANT. 

EPHESIANS 3:10-11  1 TIMOTHY 1:16 
ROMANS 6:17-18   2 TIMOTHY 1:13 

GALATIANS 6:16   PHILIPPIANS 3:17 
1 CORINTHIANS 4:17 

LUKE 8:11 
MATTHEW 13:19 



IS THE 
RESTORATION PLEA 

STILL VALID? 



IS THE 
RESTORATION PLEA 

STILL VALID? 



UNHAPPY DILEMMA 
“…the goals of unity & restoration, 

complementary in theory, proved to be 
antagonistic in practice.  Thus the Restoration 
Movement has faced an unhappy dilemma.  It 
has longed for oneness with all fellow believers 

in Christ, but it has not been willing to turn 
aside from the question for New Testament 

Christianity in order to achieve that oneness.” 
 
 

IS THE 
RESTORATION PLEA 

STILL VALID? 



F.G. ALLEN 
“While we remain true to the principles on 

which we started out, there is no earthly power 
that can impede our progress.  But the day we 
leave these walls & go out to take counsel with 

the world, will mark the day of our decline.  We 
have nothing to fear from without.  Our only 
danger lies in the direction of indifference & 

compromise.  While we are true to God in the 
maintenance of these principles, the divine 

blessing will be upon our work.” 
 
 

IS THE 
RESTORATION PLEA 

STILL VALID? 



HEBREWS 13:8 
 
 

Will we hold to the plea? 

IS THE 
RESTORATION PLEA 

STILL VALID? 
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