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1484 – Born in Wildhaus, Switzerland 
-  Father was influential farmer & chief 

magistrate 
-  3rd of 8 sons (plus 2 sisters) 
-  Nephew of a parish priest (mother’s 

brother), who took interest in him & 
encouraged him to get thorough education 

ULRICH ZWINGLI 
Reformation in Switzerland 

-  Age 10 – sent to a Latin school at Basel 
-  Age 14 – entered college at Bern  
-  Age 16-18 – University of Vienna under Conrad Celtes (famed 

humanist of the day) 
-  Played lute, harp, violin, flute, & dulcimer 
-  Age 18 – studied theology in Basel under Thomas Wyttenback, who 

attacked indulgences, clerical celibacy, & Mass as early as 1508 



1506 – Received master’s degree & was 
ordained a priest 

-  Bought appointment to pastorate in Glarus, 
20 miles from Wildhaus 

-  Continued studies; learned Greek so as to 
read the New Testament in the original 

 

ULRICH ZWINGLI 
Reformation in Switzerland 

-  Studied classics: Homer, Pindar, Democritus, Plutarch, Cicero, 
Caesar, Livy, Seneca, Pliny the Younger, Tacitus 

-  Developed strong appreciation for & friendship with Erasmus 
“Like Erasmus, he grew a sharp nose for ecclesiastical corruption, 
a genial scorn for doctrinal bigotry, & an ardent refusal to think of 

the classical philosophers & poets as burning in hell. He vowed 
that he ‘would rather share the eternal lot of a Socrates or a 

Seneca than that of a pope.’” - Durant 



1513 & 1515 –Swiss Mercenary Chaplain 
-  Contact with war at battles of Navarro & 

Marignano turned him strongly against 
selling Swiss valor to foreign governments. 

1516 – Unseated by pro-French party at 
Glarus; took pastorate at Einsiedeln 

ULRICH ZWINGLI 
Reformation in Switzerland 

“His preaching there took a Protestant tinge even before Luther’s 
rebellion.  In 1517 he called for a religion based exclusively on the 
Bible, & he told his archbishop, Cardinal Matthäus Schinner, that 

there was scant warrant in Scripture for the papacy.” - Durant 
August 1518 – Attacked abuses in the sale of indulgences 

-  Persuaded Benedictine monks to remove from the shrine of ‘the 
Virgin’ an inscription promising ‘full remission of all sins in guilt & 
punishment alike.’ 



December 10, 1518 – Became vicar (people’s 
priest) at Grossmünster (Great 
Minster) of Zurich 

-  Preached series expounding all of the New 
Testament from the Greek text, except 
Revelation 

-  Sermons were convincing in sincerity & 
clarity; influenced all of Zurich 

 

ULRICH ZWINGLI 
Reformation in Switzerland 

-  Supported by his superiors in opposing the sale of indulgences 
-  Bernhardin Samson crossed the Saint Gotthard pass in August 

1518 to become “the Tetzel of Switzerland.” Zwingli protested, as 
did the bishop of Constance, & Pope Leo X, still reeling from 
Luther’s revolt, recalled his indulgence salesman. 



1519 – Plague in Zurich 
-  A third of the population died in 6 months 
-  Zwingli stayed at his position, worked round 

the clock to care for the sick, & nearly died 
from the plague himself. 

-  Gained great popularity upon his recovery. 

1521 – Made head priest of Grossmünster 

ULRICH ZWINGLI 
Reformation in Switzerland 

“He was now strong enough to proclaim 
openly the Reformation in Switzerland.” 

– Durant 



As Head Priest in Zurich 
-  Began consuming all of Luther’s works in 1519 
-  The sermon became the focal point of the 

worship service. 
-  Preached that Christianity should be restored 

to its early simplicity of organization & 
worship. 

ULRICH ZWINGLI 
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-  Had already publicly attacked monasticism, purgatory, invocation 
of saints, & compulsory tithes by 1520. 

-  Resigned annual pension from papacy & publically criticized 
Catholicism 

-  The local cantonal council supported Zwingli by ordering all priests 
within the jurisdiction to preach only what they found in the Bible. 



1521 – Litigation against mercenaries 
-  Convinced Zurich council to forbid the 

enlistment of Swiss soldiery by the French 
-  1522 – Cardinal Schinner kept recruiting 

Swiss troops for the pope, so Zwingli 
preached that the Cardinal wore a red hat 
with good reason, because, “if it were wrung 
you would see the blood of your nearest 
kindred drip from its folds.” 

ULRICH ZWINGLI 
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1521 – Preached against rules for Lenten Fasts because he 
found no New Testament text disallowing meat in Lent 

1522 – Petitioned the bishop to end clerical immorality by 
allowing sacerdotal marriage (priestly marriages) 

-  Had Anna Reinhard as his secret wife since 1519; wed publicly 1524 



January 25, 1523 – Great Council of Zurich 
-  Zwingli convinced the semi-democratic 

people to give an open & impartial hearing to 
the difference between his views & Romanism 

-  Great Council of Zurich agreed & invited 
bishops to send representatives. 

-  Some 600 persons gathered in Zurich city hall 
 
Zwingli defended 67 Theses 

 

ULRICH ZWINGLI 
Reformation in Switzerland 



ZWINGLI’S 
67 Theses 

1. Everyone who says that the Gospel 
is nothing without the sanction of 
the Church, errs and blasphemes 
God.  

2. The summary of the Gospel is that 
our Lord Christ, true Son of God, 
has made known to us the will of 
His heavenly Father & has 
redeemed us from death & 
reconciled us with God by His 
guiltlessness. 

3. Therefore, Christ is the only way to 
salvation of all who were, are now, 
or shall be. 

4. Whoever seeks or points to 
another door errs. Indeed, he is a 
murderer of the soul & a thief. 

5. Therefore, all who regard other 
teachings equal to or higher than 
the Gospel, err. They do not know 
what the Gospel is. 

13. Whenever we give heed to the word, we acquire 
pure & clear knowledge of the will of God & are 
drawn to Him by His Spirit & transformed into His 
likeness. 

15. For belief in the Gospel constitutes our salvation, & 
unbelief, our damnation; for all the truth is clearly 
contained in it. 

16.  In the Gospel we learn that human teaching & 
statutes are of no use to salvation. 

17.  That Christ is the one high priest; from this we 
deduce that all those who pretend to be high 
priests, oppose the honor & power of Christ; 
indeed, they reject it. 

18.  That Christ who offered Himself up once as a 
sacrifice, is a perpetual & valid payment for the sin 
of all believers; from this it follows that the mass is 
not a sacrifice, but a memorial of the sacrifice... 

19. That Christ is the sole mediator between us & God. 
20. That God wants to give us all things in His name. It 

follows from this that we need no other mediator 
but Him beyond the present time. 



ZWINGLI’S 
67 Theses 

24.  Every Christian is free from any of the 
works which God did not command 
& is allowed at all times to eat 
everything.  From this we learn that 
the dispensations concerning cheese 
& butter are a Roman fraud. 

 
27.  All Christians are brothers of Christ 

& of one another & no one on earth 
ought to be elevated to be called 
Father. This brings to naught religious 
orders, sects, & illegal gatherings. 

28.  Everything which God permits or 
which He has not forbidden is lawful.  
From this we learn that it is proper for 
everyone to marry. 

34.  So called spiritual authority cannot justify its 
pomp on the basis of the teachings of Christ. 

35.  But temporal authority derives strength & 
affirmation from the teaching & work of 
Christ. 

 
44.  True worshippers call on God in spirit & in 

truth, without any clamoring before people. 
45.  Hypocrites do their works to be seen by 

people, they receive their reward in this world. 
46.  Thus it follows that chanting & loud clamor, 

without true devotion & done for money only, 
either seek human praise or else material gain. 



ZWINGLI’S 
67 Theses 

49.  I know of no greater 
offense than to forbid 
priests to have wives, 
yet allow them to 
engage prostitutes (have 
concubines).  Shame! 

50.  God alone remits sin 
through Jesus Christ 
His Son, our only Lord. 

51.  Whoever ascribes this 
to a creature, robs God 
of His honor & gives it 
to one who is not God.  
This is sheer idolatry. 

52.  Therefore, confession 
which is made to a 
priest or to a neighbor 
should not be 
advocated as the 
remission of sin, but 
simply as seeking 
advice. 

 
 
 

54.  Christ has borne all our pain & travail.  Hence, whoever 
attributes to works of penance what is Christ’s alone, errs & 
blasphemes God. 

55.  Whoever refuses to remit any sin of a penitent person, 
cannot claim to be acting in the name of God or Peter, but in 
that of the Devil. 

56.  Whoever remits certain sins for money alone, is fellow to 
Simon & Balaam & the very messenger of the Devil. 

57.  The true Holy Scriptures know nothing of purgatory... 
 
62.  Scripture knows of no priests other than those who proclaim 

the Word of God. 
 
66.  All clerical superiors are to humble themselves instantly & 

erect the cross of Christ only & not the money box.  Other-
wise they will perish; the axe is laid to the root of the tree. 

 
67.  Should anyone want to discuss with me interest rates, tithes, 

unbaptized children or confirmation, I declare myself willing 
to respond. 



January 25, 1523 – Great Council of Zurich 
-  Johan Faber, Vicar General of the diocese of 

Constance, refused to discuss the propositions 
in detail & claimed that they should be laid 
before great universities or a general council 
of the Church. 

-  Zwingli contended that the New Testament 
was available in the vernaculars, enabling all 
to have the Word of God to decide these 
issues, & that was enough. 

ULRICH ZWINGLI 
Reformation in Switzerland 

-  The council agreed with Zwingli & bade all Zurich clergymen to 
preach only what they could establish by Scripture.  

“Here, as in Lutheran Germany, the state took over the church.” 
- Durant 



Overview of Zwingli’s teachings 
-  Justification by faith 
-  Condemnation of Catholic Mass 
-  No invoking the saints 
-  Clergy allowed to marry to live holy lives 
-  Church services conducted in vernacular 
-  Monastic orders abolished 
-  Lord’s Supper seen as a memorial 

ULRICH ZWINGLI 
Reformation in Switzerland 

-  Pictures of idols were removed from church buildings 
-  Organs removed; vocal & antiphonal singing used 



Martin Luther: “The organ in the worship of God is an ensign of Baal.” 
John Wesley: “I have no objection to the organ in our chapels provided it is 

neither heard nor seen.” 
John Calvin: “It is no more suitable than the burning of incense, the lighting of 

tapers or revival of the other shadows of the law. Catholics foolishly 
borrowed it from the Jews.” 

Adam Clarke: “I am an old man & an old minister, & I here declare that I have 
never known instrumental music to be productive of any good in the 
worship of God, & have reason to believe that it has been productive of 
much evil. Music as a science I esteem & admire, but instruments of music 
in the house of God I abominate & abhor. This the abuse of music, & I here 
register my protest against all such corruptions in the worship of that 
Infinite Spirit who requires his followers to worship him in spirit & in truth.” 

Charles H. Spurgeon: “I will pray with the spirit & I will pray with the 
understanding also....I would as soon pray to God with machinery as to 
sing to God with machinery.” 

PROTESTANTS PROTESTING 
INSTRUMENTS 



Overview of Zwingli’s teachings 
-  Justification by faith 
-  Condemnation of Catholic Mass 
-  No invoking the saints 
-  Clergy allowed to marry to live holy lives 
-  Church services conducted in vernacular 
-  Monastic orders abolished 
-  Lord’s Supper seen as a memorial 

ULRICH ZWINGLI 
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-  Pictures of idols were removed from church buildings 
-  Organs removed; vocal & antiphonal singing used 
-  Taught that children who died in infancy were saved, even if never 

‘baptized,’ because they were too young to sin. 
-  Called Purgatory “a figment… a lucrative business for its authors” 

“Though not all these changes were consummated 
by 1524, yet the Reformation was by that time far 

more advanced in Zwingli & Zurich than in Luther 
& Wittenberg; Luther then was still a celibate 

monk, & still said Mass.” 
- Durant 



November 1524 
-  After Zwingli’s 3rd debate before the Great 

Zurich Council, a Privy Council of 6 members 
was formed to prepare settlements of urgent 
or delicate problems of government. 

-  Working compromise: Zwingli gave the 
council the regulation of ecclesiastical & 
secular affairs, & in both fields the council 
would follow Zwingli’s lead. 

ULRICH ZWINGLI 
Reformation in Switzerland 

“Church & state in Zurich became one organization, of which Zwingli was 
unofficial head, & in which the Bible was accepted (like the Koran in Islam) 

as the first source & final test of law.” - Durant 
“This made Zwingli virtually dictator in the city of Zurich.” - Mattox 

“In Zwingli, as later in Calvin, the… ideal of the prophet guiding the state 
was realized.” - Durant 



Dealing with Anabaptists 
-  1525 – a group called “Anabaptists” sprang up 

in Zurich, teaching adult baptism, rejection of 
church & state, end of interest charges, taxes, 
military service, tithes, & oaths 

-  Unable to convert the Anabaptists or to get 
them to relax their position on the state, the 
Council decreed that the parents of 
unbaptized children must leave town. 

ULRICH ZWINGLI 
Reformation in Switzerland 

-  After several months of tension, the Council of Zurich (under 
Zwingli’s leadership) arrested the Anabaptist leaders & “ordered 
that all obstinate Anabaptists ‘should be laid in the tower,’ kept on 
bread & water, & ‘left to die & rot.’” 



Dealing with the Catholic League 
-  1524 – Catholic Cantons in Switzerland 

formed a Catholic League to suppress all 
Hussite, Lutheran, & Zwinglian movements 

-  Responding to vote of the cantons to exclude 
Zurich from federal diets, Zwingli sent 
missionaries out to proclaim the Reformation. 

ULRICH ZWINGLI 
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-  One was arrested & then rescued by friends who led a mob to sack 
& burn a monastery & destroy images in several church buildings 

-  3 of the leaders were executed & hostilities escalated 
Erasmus described “pious worshipers, aroused by their preachers, come out of 

church ‘like men possessed, with anger & rage painted on their faces... Like 
warriors animated by their general to some mighty attack.’” - Durant 



Dealing with the Catholic League 
-  Zwingli advised Zurich to ready for war.  

Told Zurich to increase its army & arsenal, seek 
alliance with France, strong-arm Archbishop 
Ferdinand by fueling revolution in Tirol, & 
promise to spare monasteries in Thorgau & 
Saint-Gall in return for regional support 

ULRICH ZWINGLI 
Reformation in Switzerland 

-  Hostilities increased over Zwingli’s peace terms to Catholic League: 
 1) Yield to Zurich the famous abbey of St. Gall 
 2) Renounce the Austrian alliance 
 3) Surrender the satirist Thomas Murner for chiding Reformers 

-  Hostilities rose further in 1529 over events in Basel 
Mobs destroyed all images they could find in church buildings to force 
the town council to outlaw Mass & dismiss all Catholics from office. 

-  May 1529 – Zurich missionary burned at the stake in Schwyz 



Dealing with the Catholic League 
-  Zwingli persuaded Zurich to declare war & led 

the troops to battle 
-  At Kappel, 10 miles south of Zurich, 

Landemann Aebli of Glarus stopped the army 
& begged an hour’s truce to negotiate with the 
League 

 

ULRICH ZWINGLI 
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-  Zwingli suspected treachery & wanted an immediate advance, but 
was overruled by his allies & soldiers 

-  Negotiations lasted 16 days 
-  June 24, 1529 – First Peace of Kappel was signed 

Catholic cantons would pay indemnity to Zurich & end Austrian alliance 
Neither party was to attack the other over religious differences 

-  Zwingli dissatisfied because Protestants gained no freedom to 
preach in Catholic Cantons. Predicted a short-lived peace. 



Dealing with Martin Luther 
-  The growing threat of Catholic armies made 

reformers interested in uniting forces 
-  Philip of Hesse invited Luther & other 

German Protestants to meet Zwingli & other 
Swiss Protestants in Marburg in 1529 

-  Luther & Zwingli agreed on 14 of 15 points 
that Luther deemed essential for unity. 

 

ULRICH ZWINGLI 
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-  They disagreed on the Lord’s Supper: both denied priests could not 
perform a miracle to change the elements, but Luther insisted that 
the actual body & blood of Christ were present in the elements, 
while Zwingli taught the Supper as a memorial. 



Dealing with Martin Luther 
-  “Luther contended that as an iron was heated 

until it was red hot, it was still iron, but the 
head was within it. He said in this manner 
there is within the bread & the wine the actual 
body & blood of Christ.”  

-  “Zwingli contended that the bread & the wine 
were ‘representative’ of the body & the blood 
but they were not actually present.”  

ZWINGLI & LUTHER 
A Memorial or a Sandwich? 

-  Luther wrote with chalk on the table, “This is My body,” insisting 
that Jesus meant what He said & the meaning had to be literal. 

-  Zwingli agreed that Jesus meant what He said, but pointed out that 
when He said it, His flesh was unbroken, & after He said it, He still 
called it the ‘fruit of the vine’ (Matthew 26:29). 



Dealing with Martin Luther 
-  The growing threat of Catholic armies made 

reformers interested in uniting forces 
-  Philip of Hesse invited Luther & other 

German Protestants to meet Zwingli & other 
Swiss Protestants in Marburg in 1529 

-  Luther & Zwingli agreed on 14 of 15 points 
that Luther deemed essential for unity. 

 

ULRICH ZWINGLI 
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-  They disagreed on the Lord’s Supper: both denied priests could not 
perform a miracle to change the elements, but Luther insisted that 
the actual body & blood of Christ were present in the elements, 
while Zwingli taught the Supper as a memorial. 

-  Luther: “Your spirit is not our spirit.” 
-  Drew up 17 articles of faith, including consubstantiation, & rejected 

any group that would not agree to all 17. 



Dealing with Himself 
-  Zurich had grown restless: strict laws 

resented, trade hampered by religious views 
in cantons. 

-  Zwingli had grown too political: his sermons 
“cluttered with politics, had lost their 
inspiration & charm.” 

ULRICH ZWINGLI 
Reformation in Switzerland 

-  Zwingli gave much time to writing: expected in heaven to see 
Adam, Abraham, & Isaac right alongside Hercules, Socrates, & 
Aristides – “in short, there has not been any good man, nor any 
holy mind, nor any faithful soul, from the very beginning of the 
world even to its end, whom you will not see there with God. What 
could be imagined more joyful, pleasing, & noble, than this sight?” 

Luther would call him a “heathen” for this.  



Dealing with the Catholic League, Again 
-  May 15, 1531 – Zurich assembled with allies & 

voted to compel Catholic cantons to allow 
freedom of preaching in their territories 

-  The Catholic cantons refused & declared war. 
-  Zwingli again led Zurich’s army & again met 

the Catholics at Kappel on October 11, 1531 

ULRICH ZWINGLI 
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-  The Catholic forces numbered 8,000, while Zwingli led only 1500. 
-  They fought. The Catholics won. Zwingli was among the 500 from 

Zurich slain. 

-  After Zwingli’s death, his followers eventually merged with the 
followers of John Calvin to create the Reformed Churches of 
Switzerland. 

John Calvin 	





JOHN CALVIN 
Reformation in Switzerland 

“The Father of 
Reformed 
Theology” 



JOHN CALVIN 
Reformation in Switzerland 

Childhood: 
- Born July 10, 1509 in Noyon, France 
- French name: Jean Chauvin 
-  1st of four sons 
- Father was Gerard Chauvin, secretary to 

local bishop, proctor in local Cathedral, 
& registrar to ecclesiastical court 

- Mother died during Jean’s youth; reared 
by step-mother 



JOHN CALVIN 
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Childhood: 
Age 11 – Gerard successfully obtained for 

Jean the patronage of Louis de Hangest, 
lord of the influential Montmor family, 
who would later help with Jean’s 
education. Jean was highly involved in 
the education of Louis’ children 

 
 Age 12 – Employed as clerk by bishop Charles de Hangest & 

(Louis’ brother) 
Age 14 – Moved to Paris with Joachim & Yves de Hangest 

(Louis’ sons) for further study 



JOHN CALVIN 
Reformation in Switzerland 

Education:  
-  1523-1528 – University of Paris 

-  Collège de la Marche – Grammar, rhetoric, & 
logic (the trivium), then arithmetic, geometry, 
astronomy, & music (the quadrivium) 

-  Learned to write excellent Latin 
-  Collège de Montaigu – polemics/logic 

-  1528 – Father had him leave Paris for Orleans to study 
law at University of Bourges 
-  Progressed rapidly; had a teaching position by age 20 
-  Ultimately received Bachelor of Law in 1532 

-  1531 – Entered Collège Royal (College de France) in Paris 
-  Studied Greek, Hebrew, & Latin classical literature 



JOHN CALVIN 
Reformation in Switzerland 

In Paris:  
-  1532 – Calvin’s 1st book, a commentary on 

Seneca’s De Clementia (“On Mercy”) 
-  Seneca’s essay to Nero in 1st 5 years of his rule 
-  Calvin cited 55 Latin & 22 Greek scholars 

-  1533 – Tensions swirled over reform ideas 
-  October 1 – Collège of Navarre students presented a stage play 

mocking court preacher Gerard Roussel & Marguerite of Navarre 
(King Francis’ sister), both of whom held strong reformist ideas 

-  Theological faculty had placed Marguerite’s Mirror of the Sinful 
Soul on list of forbidden books 

-  October 10 – Nicholas Cop, new rector of the university, had 
Marguerite’s censure rescinded. 

- Marguerite, Roussel, & Cop were all friends of Calvin 



JOHN CALVIN 
Reformation in Switzerland 

In Paris:  
-  1533 – Calvin’s “conversion” 

“God by a sudden conversion subdued & brought my 
mind to a teachable frame, which was more hardened 
in such matters than might have been expected from 
one at my early period of life. Having thus received 

some taste & knowledge of true godliness, I was 
immediately inflamed with so intense a desire to make 

progress therein, that although I did not altogether 
leave off other studies, yet I pursued them with less 

ardour.” – Commentary on the Book of Psalms 



JOHN CALVIN 
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In Paris:  
- November 1 – “All Saints’ Day” 

-  Nicholas Cop’s inaugural speech began the new 
academic year 

-  Senior faculty members were enraged & Parliament began 
proceedings against Cop as a heretic 

-  Calvin, known to be eloquent, was suspected of helping (if not 
writing) Cop’s speech 

- Cop soon fled France for Basel with a reward of 300 
crowns on his head, dead or alive. 

“It began with an Erasmian plea for a purified 
Christianity, proceeded to a Lutheran theory of salvation 

through faith & grace, & ended with an appeal for a 
tolerant hearing of the new religious ideas.” – Durant 



JOHN CALVIN 
Reformation in Switzerland 

On the Move: 
-  January 1534 – Calvin left Paris 

-  Refuged at Angoulême, birthplace of Marguerite 
- May 1534 – Went to Noyon to surrender his 

benefices; arrested & released twice  
-  Summer 1534 – returned secretly to Paris, met 

with protestant leaders 
- October 17, 1534 – Affair of the Placards 

-  Anti-Catholic posters hung throughout Paris & 4 other cities 
-  One was posted on King Francis’ bedchamber door, a breach 

of security that ended Francis’ conciliatory efforts to protect 
Protestant thinkers from the Parlement de Paris. 

- December 1534 – Calvin fled Paris & joined Cop in Basel 



JOHN CALVIN 
Reformation in Switzerland 

Institutes of the Christian Religion: 
- First written by Calvin in Basel at age 26 

-  Written as a defense of his faith & a statement of 
the doctrinal position of reformers 

 
 
 

-  1st Edition of 1536 was 6 chapters & about 500 pages 
-  Expanded with each edition 
-  5th edition of 1559 was 4 volumes, 80 chapters, 1118 pages 

“…the most eloquent, fervent, lucid, logical, 
influential, & terrible work in all the literature of the 

religious revolution.” – Durant 
 

“…the most systematic compendium of religious 
beliefs produced during the Reformation 

movement.” - Mattox 



JOHN CALVIN 
Reformation in Switzerland 

On the Move: 
- March 1536 – After writing Institutes, 

Calvin traveled to Ferrara, Italy, June 1536 

-  June 1536 – Calvin in Noyon dealing with 
property matters (father died 5 years earlier) 

-  Summer 1536 – left Noyon for good with a 
brother & sister to move to Strasbourg 

 
-  July 1536 – Military maneuvers on the route to Strasbourg 

caused them to detour south & travel through Geneva. Geneva	



Geneva: 
- Middle Ages – under religious & 

secular authority of the local bishop, 
with the bishop appointed by the 
cathedral chapter. 

-  1400’s – dukes of Savoy across the 
Alps, secured control of the chapter, 
& installed immoral bishops 
subservient to Savoy. 

- Civic leaders, Patriotes, sought 
liberty from ecclesiastical-
ducal authority & formed an 
alliance with Catholic Fribourg & Protestant Bern. 
-  Adherents of the alliance were called by the German term for 

“confederates”: “Eidgenossen” (oath comrades) 
-  French corrupted this into Huguenots 

 



Geneva: 
- By 1520 – As a trade hub for 

Switzerland, France, & Italy, 
Geneva’s leaders were mostly 
businessmen 

-  1526 – Citizens set up a Great 
Council of 200, which chose a Small 
Council of 25.  
-  The Small Council became the real 

authority in Geneva & frequently 
usurped the dukes & bishop 

- The bishop called it a rebellion 
& summoned ducal troops. 
-  Bern’s army aided Geneva, defeating & dispersing the Savoy troops. 
-  The bishop fled & the Great Council, furious at the clergy’s support 

of Savoy, declared support for the newly developing reformist faith. 
-  1536 –Great Council assumed both civil & ecclesiastical jurisdiction  



Geneva: 
- May 21, 1536 

- Calvin arrived in Geneva 2 months later.  

“…the Small Council decreed the 
abolition of the Mass, & the removal of 
all images & relics from the churches. 

Ecclesiastical properties were 
converted to Protestant uses for 

religion, charity, & education… & a 
strict moral discipline was made law. 

The citizens were called upon to swear 
allegiance to the Gospel, & those who 
refused to attend Reformed services 

were banished.” – Durant 
 



JOHN CALVIN 
Reformation in Switzerland 

Calvin’s FIRST Stay in Geneva: 
-  1536 – Calvin arrived en route to Strasbourg 

-  William Farel, doctrinal hero of Geneva’s recent 
revolution, forcefully convinced Calvin to stay 

“Then Farel, who was working with incredible zeal to 
promote the Gospel, bent all his efforts to keep me in the 

city. And when he realized that I was determined to 
study in privacy in some obscure place, & saw that he 

gained nothing by entreaty, he descended to cursing, & 
said that God would surely curse my peace if I held back 
from giving help at a time of such great need… Terrified 

by his words, & conscious of my own timidity & 
cowardice, I gave up my journey & attempted to apply 
whatever gift I had in defense of my faith.” – Calvin, 

Commentary on the Psalms 
 



JOHN CALVIN 
Reformation in Switzerland 

-  Farel issued a Confession of Faith & Discipline, & Calvin composed 
a Catechism which the Great Council approved (November 1536). 

-  Repeated moral offenders were subject to excommunication & exile 
-  January 16, 1537 – Calvin & Farel presented to the Great Council 

their Articles on the Organization of the Church & Its Worship at 
Geneva; the Council accepted the document on the same day.  

Calvin’s FIRST Stay in Geneva: 
- Fall 1536  

-  Both Farel & Calvin, who accepted the Bible as 
the literal Word of God, were shocked by the 
number of people given to singing, dancing, 
gambling, drunkenness, adultery, & fornication: 
one city district was occupied by prostitutes with 
their own Reine du Bordel (Brothel Queen) 



JOHN CALVIN 
Reformation in Switzerland 

Calvin’s FIRST Stay in Geneva: 
-  July 1537 – The Great Council ordered all 

citizens to gather at the church of St Peter & swear 
allegiance to Farel’s Confession 
-  Punishable offenses: carry a rosary, cherish 

sacred relics, observe a saint’s day as holy 
-  Women were imprisoned for improper hats. 
-  Gamblers were put into the stocks 
-  Adulterers were driven out & banished 



JOHN CALVIN 
Reformation in Switzerland 

-  The coalition captured a majority in the election of the Great 
Council on February 3, 1538. 

-  Told to keep out of politics, Calvin & Farel, denounced the Council 
& refused to serve the Lord’s Supper until the city reformed. 

-  The Council deposed them & ordered them to leave within 3 days. 
-  Geneva rejoiced as Farel & Calvin left the city. 

Calvin’s FIRST Stay in Geneva: 
- February 3, 1538 – Election of Great Council 

-  As businessmen accustomed to Catholicism’s lax 
morality, the Patriotes who freed Geneva from 
Savoy & the bishop reorganized to free it from 
Farel & Calvin. 

-  Libertines (demanding freedom of conscience & 
worship) & secret Catholics joined the Patriotes. 

 



JOHN CALVIN 
Reformation in Switzerland 

-  Idelette de Bure 
-  Died in 1549 

Calvin Away from Geneva: 
- Farel accepted a position in Neuchatel & 

stayed there the rest of his life 
- Calvin went to Strasbourg   

-  Worked with church of mostly French Protestants 
-  Sought a wife: eventually wed Idelette de Bure, a 

poor widowed mother, in 1540 
“At first John Calvin (Jean Cauvin; 1509-1564) 

had some sympathy for the church. His wife, 
Idelette von Buhren, was the widow of a member 

of the church of Christ… But he was an ardent 
believer of the ‘national church,’ so believers’ 

baptism & congregation autonomy had no place 
in his scheme…” – Sisman 

 



JOHN CALVIN 
Reformation in Switzerland 

Protestantism into warring sects led by crafty men avid for power. 
-  Geneva’s Council thanked Sadoleto for his kind words, but could 

find none in Geneva willing to reply to Sadoleto’s polished points. 
- Many in Geneva sought release from their oath to the 

Confession of Faith & Discipline. 
- Farel & Calvin’s replacements were incompetent in 

discipline & in preaching 

Calvin Away from Geneva: 
- Geneva’s exiled bishop saw opportunity 

-  Persuaded Iacopo Sadoleto to write an Epistle to 
the Genevese urging them to return to Catholicism 

-  Cardinal Sadoleto, a tactful gentleman, wrote 20 
pages in fine Latin with diplomatic courtesies 
exhorting Geneva to consider the rapid division of 



JOHN CALVIN 
Reformation in Switzerland 

Calvin Away from Geneva: 
- Geneva’s exiled bishop saw opportunity 
- Many in Geneva were seeking release from 

their oath to the Confession of Faith & 
Discipline. 

- Farel & Calvin’s replacements had proven 
incompetent in discipline & in preaching. 

“Gambling, drunkenness, street brawls, adultery, flourished; lewd songs 
were publicly sung, persons romped naked through the streets. Of the 

four syndics who had led the movement to expel Farel & Calvin, one had 
to be condemned to death for murder, another for forgery, a third for 
treason, & the fourth died while trying to escape arrest.” – Durant 

 



JOHN CALVIN 
Reformation in Switzerland 

Calvin Away from Geneva: 
- Calvin learned of Sadoleto’s letter & 

“countered courtesy with courtesy, 
eloquence with eloquence, but he would not 
yield an inch of his theology.” 

“The Council of Geneva was so impressed that it 
ordered the two letters printed at the city’s expense 
(1540). It began to wonder whether, in banishing 

Calvin, it had lost the ablest man in the Swiss 
Reform.” – Durant 

 
- May 1, 1541 – Geneva’s Council annulled Calvin’s banishment, 

pronounced him & Farel to be honorable men, & began sending 
repeated invitations for Calvin to return to Geneva. 



JOHN CALVIN 
Reformation in Switzerland 

Calvin Away from Geneva: 
- Calvin was reluctant at first. 

“…there is no place in the world that I fear more.” 
 

“Rather would I submit to death a hundred times 
than to that cross on which I had to perish daily a 

thousand times over.” – Calvin 
 

-  September 13, 1541 – Calvin arrived in Geneva simply for a visit. 
-  He was received with so many apologies, honors, & promises of 

cooperation that he could not decline the invitation to stay. 



JOHN CALVIN 
Reformation in Switzerland 

Calvin’s SECOND Stay in Geneva: 
- Ecclesiastical Ordinances – ecclesiastical code 

formulated by 5 clergymen & 6 councilors, with 
Calvin at their head 
-  Approved by the Small Council on November 20, 

1541, then by the Great Council January 2, 1542. 
-  4 Orders of Ministers 

-  Pastors: preach & administer sacraments 
-  Teachers/doctors: instruct believers in the faith 
-  Lay Elders: provide discipline 
-  Deacons: care for the poor & needy 

- Venerable Company – Geneva’s pastors who governed the Church  
-  None could preach in Geneva without the Company’s authorization 
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Reformation in Switzerland 

Calvin’s SECOND Stay in Geneva: 
- Ecclesiastical Ordinances – ecclesiastical code 

formulated by 5 clergymen & 6 councilors, with 
Calvin at their head 
-  Approved by the Small Council on November 20, 

1541, then by the Great Council January 2, 1542. 
-  4 Orders of Ministers 

-  Pastors: preach & administer sacraments 
-  Teachers/doctors: instruct believers in the faith 
-  Lay Elders: provide discipline 
-  Deacons: care for the poor & needy 

- Venerable Company – Geneva’s pastors who governed the Church  
-  None could preach I Geneva without the Company’s authorization 

“The new clergy, while never claiming the miraculous powers of the 
Catholic priests, & though decreeing themselves ineligible for civil office, 
became under Calvin more powerful than any priesthood since ancient 
Israel. The real law of a Christian state, said Calvin, must be the Bible; 
the clergy are the proper interpreters of that law; civil governments are 

subject to that law, & must enforce it as so interpreted.” – Durant 
 



JOHN CALVIN 
Reformation in Switzerland 

CALVIN’S GENEVA 
- Consistory: Five pastors & twelve lay elders all 

appointed by the Council 
-  Pastors held tenure throughout their ministry, 

but the lay elders only for a year, resulting in the 
ecclesiastical members tending to rule the group 

-  Exercised the clergy’s authority over Geneva 
-  Ordained religious worship & moral conduct of all Geneva citizens 
-  Sent a minister & an elder to visit every house & family annually 
-  Could summon any person for examination, publicly reprove or 

excommunicate offenders, & could rely on the Council to banish 
from the city those banned from the church 

-  From 1541 till his death in 1564, Calvin was head of the Consistory 
& was the most influential voice in Geneva 
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CALVIN’S GENEVA 
- Consistory: Five pastors & twelve lay elders all 

appointed by the Council 
-  Pastors held tenure throughout their ministry, 

but the lay elders only for a year, resulting in the 
ecclesiastical members tending to rule the group 

-  Exercised the clergy’s authority over Geneva 
-  Ordained religious worship & moral conduct of all Geneva citizens 
-  Sent a minister & an elder to visit every house & family annually 
-  Could summon any person for examination, publicly reprove or 

excommunicate offenders, & could rely on the Council to banish 
from the city those banned from the church 

-  From 1541 till his death in 1564, Calvin was head of the Consistory 
& was the most influential voice in Geneva 

“His dictatorship was one not of law or force but of will 
& character. The intensity of his belief in his mission, & 
the completeness of his devotion to his tasks, gave him 

a strength that no one could successfully resist. 
Hildebrand, revived, could have rejoiced over his 
apparent triumph of the Church over the state.” – 

Durant 

Consistory = PRESBYTERY 



JOHN CALVIN 
Reformation in Switzerland 

CALVIN’S GENEVA 
- Religion Regulated by the State:  

-  “The whole household shall attend the sermons 
on Sunday, except when someone shall be left at 
home to tend the children or the cattle. If there is 
preaching on weekdays all who can must come.” 

-  “Should anyone come after the sermon has 
begun, let him be warned. If he does not amend, let him pay a fine 
of three sous.” 
“No one was to be excused from Protestant services on the plea of 

having a different or private religious creed; Calvin was as thorough 
as any pope in rejecting individualism of belief; this greatest 

legislator of Protestantism completely repudiated that principle of 
private judgment with which the new religion had begun.” – Durant 

 



JOHN CALVIN 
Reformation in Switzerland 

CALVIN’S GENEVA 
- Religion Regulated by the State:  

-  Heresy was an insult to God & treason to the 
state, & it was punishable by death. 

-  From 1542 to 1564, 58 persons were executed & 
76 banished for violating the moral code. 

-  Witchcraft was a capital crime: 14 alleged witches 
were burned at the stake on charges of persuading Satan to afflict 
Geneva with plague. 

“Calvin himself, austere & severe, dreamed of a community so well regulated 
that its virtue would prove his theology, & would shame the Catholicism that 

had produced or tolerated the luxury & laxity of Rome. Discipline should be the 
backbone of personality, enabling it to rise out of the baseness of human nature 

to the erect stature of the self-conquered man…” – Durant 
 



CALVIN’S GENEVA: 
THE ETHICAL SYSTEM 

-  Prohibited: Gambling, card playing, profanity, drunkenness, frequenting 
taverns, dancing (involved kisses & embraces), indecent or irreligious songs, 
excess entertainment, extravagant living, immodest dress 

-  Limited: Color & quantity of clothing; number of dishes at a meal; morally 
permissible height of a woman’s hair; theatrical performances limited to 
religious plays, then none at all; children not to be named after saints on 
Catholic calendar, but preferably after Old Testament characters 

-  Censored: books of ‘erroneous’ religious doctrine or immoral tendency; 
disrespectful speech about Calvin or the clergy 

-  Penalties: 
-  1st Offense: reprimand  Subsequent: Fine  Persistent: Prison or banished 
-  Fornication punished with exile or drowning 
-  Adultery, blasphemy, or idolatry punished with death 
-  Torture a common means to obtain confession or evidence 



CALVIN’S GENEVA: 
THE ECONOMIC SYSTEM 

-  Social Classes: social divisions deemed natural; rank & dignity preserved 
by legislating quality of dress & activity limits for each class; each to accept 
place in society without complaint or envy; begging was banned 

-  Individualism: hard work, sobriety, diligence, frugality, thrift all viewed 
as religious virtues, but did not develop into a capitalist economy 

-  Loans: permitted interest, but suggested theoretical limit of 5%; Consistory 
punished engrossers, monopolists, & lenders who charged excessive interest 

-  Market: fixed prices on food, clothing, surgeries; fined defrauding sellers 

“Calvin rejected individualism in economics as well as in religion & morals. 
The unit of society, in his view, was not the free individual (with whom 

Luther had begun his revolt) but the city-state community, whose members 
were bound to it in rigorous law & discipline.” – Durant 

 “No member of the Christian community holds his gifts to himself, or for 
his private use, but shares them among his fellow members; nor does he 
derive benefit save from those things which proceed from the common 

profit of the body as a whole.” – Calvin 



CALVIN’S GENEVA: 
THE ECONOMIC SYSTEM 

“If we bear these limiting factors in mind, we may admit a quiet & 
growing entente between Calvinism & business. Calvin could not long 

have kept his leadership had he obstructed the commercial 
development of a city whose commerce was its life. He adjusted 

himself to the situation, allowed interested charges of 10 per cent, & 
recommended state loans to finance the introduction of expansion of 

private industry, as in the manufacture of clothing or the production of 
silk. Commercial centers like Antwerp, Amsterdam, & London took 

readily to the first modern religion that accepted the modern economy. 
Calvinism took the middle classes into its fold, & grew with their 

growth” – Durant 
 

“Sometimes the regime moved toward state socialism…” – Durant 



CALVIN’S GENEVA: 
THE EDUCATION SYSTEM 

-  Training:  
-  Trained young minsters to ‘evangelize’ France, Holland, Scotland, & England 
-  From 1555-1566, Geneva sent 161 such envoys to France; many martyred 

-  Schools:  
-  A collège for educating children opened June 5, 1559 
-  Two parts: grammar school (collège or schola privata) & advanced school 

(académie  or schola publica) 
-  Within 5 years 1200 were in the grammar school & 300 in the advanced 
-  Collège became Collège Calvin.  Académie became University of Geneva. 
 

-  Educators:  
-  Searched Western Europe for good teachers of Latin, Greek, Hebrew 
-  Theodore Beza became rector 



CALVIN’S GENEVA: 
THE ENDURING SYSTEM 

Doctrinal Opposition:  
-  Jerome Bolsec challenged Calvin’s doctrine of predestination.  
-  Joachim Westphal opposed Calvin’s position on the Lord’s Supper.  

Westphal was the first to call Calvin’s teaching “Calvinism” in 1552. 
 

Civil Opposition:  
-  Patriotes & Libertins were Calvin’s most constant critics 
-  These had gotten Calvin ousted from Geneva initially, & deplored his return. 

Factors Contributing to the Longevity of Calvin’s Geneva:  
-  Influential citizens supported Calvin’s system for the sake of a moral society. 
-  Influx of French Huguenots & other Protestants gave strength in numbers. 
-  Constant external threats of invasion & absorption by hostile states such as 

Savoy, Italy, France, & the Empire promoted internal discipline in terms of 
political stability & civil obedience. 



JOHN CALVIN 
Reformation in Switzerland 

CALVIN’S BRUTALITY 
-  Jacques Gruet:  

-  June 27, 1547: Calvin found a note on his pulpit. 

-  Gruet, a leading Libertin, was arrested on suspicion of authoring 
the placard, claiming he had uttered threats to Calvin days earlier. 

-  Tortured twice daily for 30 days until he confessed to the placard. 
-  July 26, 1547 – tied to a stake, feet nailed to it, & beheaded. 

“Gross Hypocrite!  You & your companions will gain 
little by your pains.  If you do not save yourselves by 

flight, nobody shall prevent your overthrow, & you will 
curse the hour when you left your monkery… After 
people have suffered long they avenge themselves… 
Take care that you are not served like M. Verle… We 

will not have so many masters…” 



JOHN CALVIN 
Reformation in Switzerland 

CALVIN’S BRUTALITY 
- Michael Servetus:  

-  Spanish physician & Protestant theologian who 
criticized the doctrine of the Trinity. 

-  Expelled from Basel in 1530. 
-  Ordered arrested by the Inquisition in Spain. 
1546 - Exchanged letters with Calvin, debating doctrine.  
-  Calvin wrote as Charles d’Espeville. Servetus wrote anonymously. 
-  Calvin lost patience after about 30 letters & stopped replying. 

Servetus sent a copy of Calvin’s Institutes, highlighting errors. 
-  Servetus mentioned coming to Geneva.  
-  Calvin wrote to Farel that he would not promise Servetus’ safety if 

he were to come to Geneva: “for if he came, as far as my authority 
goes, I would not let him leave alive.” 



JOHN CALVIN 
Reformation in Switzerland 

CALVIN’S BRUTALITY 
- Michael Servetus:  

1553 – Servetus’ Christianismi Restitutio. 
-  Rejected doctrines of Trinity & predestination. 
-  The French Inquisition arrested him on a tip from 

Calvin’s cohort, Giullaume de Trie. 
-  Servetus lied about his identity & eventually escaped. 
-  Catholic authorities in Vienne sentenced him in absentia to death 

by slow burning. 
-  En route to Italy, Servetus went to Geneva to visit “d’Espeville.” He 

was recognized, arrested, & tried. 
-  Knowing the sentence of death by slow burning awaited Servetus in 

Vienne, he was asked if he would rather be tried in Geneva or 
Vienne: he chose Geneva. 



JOHN CALVIN 
Reformation in Switzerland 

CALVIN’S BRUTALITY 
- Michael Servetus:  

-  Geneva’s Libertins prolonged the trial to harass 
Calvin, but the trial drew all Europe’s attention 
because of Servetus’ widely reputed heresies.  

August 21, 1553 
-  Council wrote to get opinions from other Swiss cities,  
October 25, 1553 
-  Responses arrived from other Swiss cities: all advised 

condemnation of Servetus, but none advised his execution. 



JOHN CALVIN 
Reformation in Switzerland 

CALVIN’S BRUTALITY 
- Michael Servetus:  

October 26, 1553 
-  Servetus sentenced to death on two counts of 

heresy: Unitarianism & rejection of infant 
baptism. 

-  Servetus pleaded with Calvin for mercy, but “Calvin offered no 
more than to give him the final consolations of the true religion if 
he would retract his heresies.” 

-  Servetus requested to be beheaded rather than burned, but the 
council voted that Servetus should be burned alive. 

October 27, 1553 
-  Servetus was fastened to a stake by iron chains with his last book 

bound to his side, & was burned alive. 



JOHN CALVIN 
Reformation in Switzerland 

CALVIN’S BRUTALITY 
-  Many approved of Servetus’ sentence.  
-  Many did not, & Calvin wrote a defense of the 

sentence of Servetus: 
“If, he argued, we believe in the inspiration of the Bible, then we know the truth, 

& all who oppose it are enemies & blasphemers of God. Since their offense is 
immeasurably greater than any other crime, the civil authority must punish 

heretics as worse than murderers; for murder merely kills the body, while heresy 
accepted damns the soul to everlasting hell.” - Durant 

“Whoever shall maintain that wrong is done to heretics & blasphemers in 
punishing them makes himself an accomplice in their crime… There is no 

question here of man’s authority; it is God Who speaks, & it is clear what law He 
would have kept in the Church even to the end of the world. Wherefore does He 

demand of us so extreme severity if not to show us that due honor is not paid 
Him so long as we set not His service above every human consideration…” – 

Calvin 



JOHN CALVIN 
Reformation in Switzerland 

CALVIN’S DEATH 
-  Calvin was always of short stature & frail 

makeup with various health issues. 
-  Health began declining in Autumn of 1558. 
-  Shortly after recovering from a high fever, he 

strained his voice preaching & suffered a violent 
fit of coughing which caused a blood vessel to burst in his lungs. 

-  Preached last sermon February 6, 1564. 
-  Died May 27, 1564 at age 54. 

-  Because so many people came to see his grave, his body was 
exhumed & buried in an unmarked grave to avoid fostering a 
new saint’s cult. 



CALVIN’S THEOLOGY: 
A TERRIBLE  
T.U.L.I.P. 

Total Hereditary Depravity:  

Unconditional Election: 

Limited Atonement:  

Irresistible Grace: 

Perseverance of the Saints: 

GOD’S	
SOVEREIGNTY	

L	
I	

“Calvin’s genius lay not in 
conceiving new ideas but 
in developing the thought 

of his predecessors to 
ruinously logical 

conclusions, expressing 
these with an eloquence 

equaled only by Augustine, 
& formulating their 

practical implications in a 
system of ecclesiastical 
legislation.” - Durant 



Augustine Taught: 
-  Man’s nature has been utterly corrupted by 

Adamic sin, so much so that no one on his 
own has the ability to obey God. 

-  An act of Divine grace is necessary before any 
sinner can believe & be saved, but this grace 
is bestowed only on those individuals whom 
God predestined in eternity. 

-  One’s faith comes not from the exercise of 
free will, but from ‘grace’ freely & 
unconditionally bestowed by God upon the 
elect alone. 

CALVIN’S THEOLOGY: 
A DEEPER LOOK AT AN 

ANCIENT HERESY 

L	
I	GOD’S	

SOVEREIGNTY	

“Calvin’s genius lay not in 
conceiving new ideas but 
in developing the thought 

of his predecessors to 
ruinously logical 

conclusions, expressing 
these with an eloquence 

equaled only by Augustine, 
& formulating their 

practical implications in a 
system of ecclesiastical 
legislation.” - Durant 

TOTAL HEREDITARY DEPRAVITY

LIMITED ATONEMENT

UNCONDITIONAL ELECTION



Who’s Theology Was Approved by 
God?  
-  Bildad’s?    Job 25 
-  Job’s?    Job 26   Job 42:7 
 
Who’s Theology Truly Exalted 
God? 
-  Bildad’s? 
-  Job’s? 
 
Who’s Theology Was Most Like 
Calvin’s?  
-  Bildad’s? 
-  Job’s? 

CALVIN’S THEOLOGY: 
A PROBLEM WITH GOD’S 

SOVEREIGNTY 

L	
I	GOD’S	

SOVEREIGNTY	
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Total Hereditary Depravity:  

GOD’S	
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I	

“…since through man’s fault a curse has extended 
above and below, over all the regions of the world, 
there is nothing unreasonable in its extending to all his 
offspring. After the heavenly image in man was 
effaced, he not only was himself punished by a 
withdrawal of the ornaments in which he had been 
arrayed—viz. wisdom, virtue, justice, truth, and 
holiness, and by the substitution in their place of those 
dire pests, blindness, impotence, vanity, impurity, and 
unrighteousness, but he involved his posterity also, 
and plunged them in the same wretchedness. This is 
the hereditary corruption to which early Christian 
writers gave the name of Original Sin, meaning by the 
term the depravation of a nature formerly good and 
pure…” 

Matthew 22:20-21
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A TERRIBLE  
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Total Hereditary Depravity:  

GOD’S	
SOVEREIGNTY	

L	
I	

“…the sin of the first man passed to all his posterity…”

“Augustine, laboured to show, that we are not corrupted 
by acquired wickedness, but bring an innate corruption 
from the very womb… Surely there is no ambiguity in 
David’s confession, ‘I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin 
did my mother conceive me’ (Ps. 51:5).” 
 
“All of us, therefore, descending from an impure seed, 
come into the world tainted with the contagion of sin. 
Nay, before we behold the light of the sun we are in 
God’s sight defiled and polluted.”

Ezekiel 18:20

Psalm 51:5
is as literal as
Psalm 58:3

Matthew 18:3
Romans 9:11

Zechariah 12:1

“…the impurity of parents is transmitted to their children, so that all, without 
exception, are originally depraved.”



CALVIN’S THEOLOGY: 
A TERRIBLE  
T.U.L.I.P. 

Total Hereditary Depravity:  
Unconditional Election: 

GOD’S	
SOVEREIGNTY	

L	
I	

“…it is plainly owing to the mere pleasure of God that 
salvation is spontaneously offered to some, while 
others have no access to it…”

“…of the great body of mankind some should be 
predestinated to salvation, and others to destruction.”
 
“We shall never feel persuaded as we ought that our 
salvation flows from the free mercy of God as its 
fountain, until we are made acquainted with his eternal 
election, the grace of God being illustrated by the 
contrast—viz. that he does not adopt all promiscuously 
to the hope of salvation, but gives to some what he 
denies to others.” 

2 Questions from

Ephesians 1:3-13

1.  Who Can Be 
Elected?

2.  Are there 
Conditions?



CALVIN’S THEOLOGY: 
A PROBLEM WITH GOD’S 

SELECTION 

I	GOD’S	
SOVEREIGNTY	

A MISUNDERSTANDING OF GOD’S SELECTION 
Ephesians	1:3-13	

3.  Blessed	be	the	God	and	Father	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	who	hath	blessed	us	with	
all	spiritual	blessings	in	heavenly	places	in	Christ:		

4.  According	as	He	hath	chosen	us	in	Him	before	the	foundaDon	of	the	world,	that	
we	should	be	holy	and	without	blame	before	Him	in	love:		

5.  Having	predesDnated	us	unto	the	adopDon	of	children	by	Jesus	Christ	to	Himself,	
according	to	the	good	pleasure	of	His	will,		

6.  To	the	praise	of	the	glory	of	His	grace,	wherein	He	hath	made	us	accepted	in	the	
beloved.	

7.  In	whom	we	have	redempDon	through	His	blood,	the	forgiveness	of	sins,	according	
to	the	riches	of	His	grace;		

8.  Wherein	He	hath	abounded	toward	us	in	all	wisdom	and	prudence;		
9.  Having	made	known	unto	us	the	mystery	of	His	will,	according	to	His	good	

pleasure	which	He	hath	purposed	in	Himself:		
10.  That	in	the	dispensaDon	of	the	fulness	of	Dmes	He	might	gather	together	in	one	all	

things	in	Christ,	both	which	are	in	heaven,	and	which	are	on	earth;	even	in	Him:		
11.  In	whom	also	we	have	obtained	an	inheritance,	being	predesDnated	according	to	

the	purpose	of	Him	who	worketh	all	things	aQer	the	counsel	of	His	own	will:		
12.  That	we	should	be	to	the	praise	of	His	glory,	who	first	trusted	in	Christ.	
13.  In	whom	ye	also	trusted,	aQer	that	ye	heard	the	word	of	truth,	the	gospel	of	your	

salvaDon:	in	whom	also	aQer	that	ye	believed,	ye	were	sealed…	
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9.  Having	made	known	unto	us	the	mystery	of	His	will,	according	to	His	good	

pleasure	which	He	hath	purposed	in	Himself:		
10.  That	in	the	dispensaDon	of	the	fulness	of	Dmes	He	might	gather	together	in	one	all	

things	in	Christ,	both	which	are	in	heaven,	and	which	are	on	earth;	even	in	Him:		
11.  In	whom	also	we	have	obtained	an	inheritance,	being	predes=nated	according	to	

the	purpose	of	Him	who	worketh	all	things	aQer	the	counsel	of	His	own	will:		
12.  That	we	should	be	to	the	praise	of	His	glory,	who	first	trusted	in	Christ.	
13.  In	whom	ye	also	trusted,	aQer	that	ye	heard	the	word	of	truth,	the	gospel	of	your	

salvaDon:	in	whom	also	aQer	that	ye	believed,	ye	were	sealed…	
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“…it is plainly owing to the mere pleasure of God that 
salvation is spontaneously offered to some, while 
others have no access to it…”

“…of the great body of mankind some should be 
predestinated to salvation, and others to destruction.”
 
“We shall never feel persuaded as we ought that our 
salvation flows from the free mercy of God as its 
fountain, until we are made acquainted with his eternal 
election, the grace of God being illustrated by the 
contrast—viz. that he does not adopt all promiscuously 
to the hope of salvation, but gives to some what he 
denies to others.” 

2 Questions from

Ephesians 1:3-13

1.  Who Can Be 
Elected?

Anyone
2.  Are there 

Conditions?
Yes
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“…salvation is spontaneously offered to some, while 
others have no access to it…”

“…of the great body of mankind some should be 
predestinated to salvation, and others to destruction.”
 
“We shall never feel persuaded as we ought that our 
salvation flows from the free mercy of God as its 
fountain, until we are made acquainted with his eternal 
election, the grace of God being illustrated by the 
contrast—viz. that he does not adopt all promiscuously 
to the hope of salvation, but gives to some what he 
denies to others.” 

Acts 10:34
Romans 2:11
1Peter 1:17

John 3:16
Romans 1:16

1Timothy 2:4-6
Titus 2:11-14
2Peter 3:9
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“A simple external manifestation of the word ought to 
be amply sufficient to produce faith, did not our 
blindness and perverseness prevent. But such is the 
proneness of our mind to vanity, that it can never 
adhere to the truth of God, and such its dullness, that it 
is always blind even in his light. Hence without the 
illumination of the Spirit the word has no effect; and 
hence also it is obvious that faith is something higher 
than human understanding.”

Joshua 24:15

Acts 7:51

Acts 2:41
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“Perseverance is the gift of God, which he does not 
lavish promiscuously on all, but imparts to whom he 
pleases. If it is asked how the difference arises—why 
some steadily persevere, and others prove deficient in 
steadfastness, we can give no other reason than that 
the Lord, by his mighty power, strengthens and 
sustains the former, so that they perish not, while he 
does not furnish the same assistance to the latter, but 
leaves them to be monuments of instability.” 

1 Corinthians 9:27
1 Corinthians 15:58

Galatians 2:11
Galatians 5:4
Galatians 6:1

Hebrews 6:4-6

James 5:19-20

2Peter 2:20-22
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“No one man throughout the centuries since the 
death of Christ has had a greater adverse & 

devastating influence against the truth than the 
late John Calvin. His insidious veil hovers over the 

whole religious world.” 
- Rex A Turner, Sr. 
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