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John 17:17-21
Peter Waldo & Waldensians 

(12th Century):

“Everyone ought to believe, for 
the Gospel has spoken.”

“Scripture speaks, & we ought 
to believe.”

“Whatever is not enjoined in 
Scripture must be rejected.”

“The Bible is the only safe 
guide in religion.”

	



John 17:17-21
Marsilius 

(14th century Italian):

“The only authority in the 
church is Scripture, the final 
seat of authority being the 

New Testament.”

“No bishop or Pope has 
authority to define Christian 

truth as contained in the New 
Testament or to make binding 

laws.”

“Peter had no higher rank…”

	



John 17:17-21
William of Occam

(14th century Englishman):

“Scripture, & not the decisions 
of councils & popes, is alone 

binding on the Christian.”

“Scripture is the final seat of 
authority for the church.”

	



John 17:17-21
John Wycliffe

(14th century Englishman):

“The Scriptures are the only 
law of the church.”

“Scripture is the property of 
the people.”

	



John 17:17-21
John Wycliffe

(14th century Englishman):

“It shall greatly help to 
understand Scripture,

If thou mark not only what is 
spoken or written, 

But of whom, And to whom, 
With what words, At what 

time, 
Where, To what intent, 

With what circumstances, 
Considering what goeth before

And what followeth”

	



John 17:17-21
William Fulke

(16th century Puritan):

“The church of God is the 
house of God, & therefore 
ought to be directed in all 

things according to the order 
prescribed by the Householder 
Himself, which order is not to 
be learned elsewhere, but in 

the holy Word.”

	



John 17:17-21
Rupertus Meldenius

(17th century German):

“In essentials unity; in non-
essentials liberty; in all things 

charity.”

	



John 17:17-21
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Francis Bacon (1561-1626)
-  English philosopher, statesman, 

scientist, orator, author
-  “Father of the Scientific Method”
-  Emphasized drawing 

conclusions warranted only on 
evidence, rather than finding 
evidence to support an already-
arrived-upon conclusion.

-  Applied this approach to the 
Bible.



John Locke (1632-1704)
-  English philosopher & physician
-  Wrote an essay titled 

Reasonableness of Christianity
-  Taught that faith results from 

testimony, not a miracle worked 
on the heart of the individual (a 
stark contrast to the common 
perception of faith at the time)

-  Published Bible tracts & 4 
pamphlets on Toleration

When	asked	the	shortest	&	surest	
way	for	a	young	man	to	aIain	the	
true	knowledge	of	the	Chris9an	

religion,	in	the	full	&	just	extent	of	it:	
“Let	him	study	the	Holy	Scriptures,	
especially	the	New	Testament.	

Therein	are	the	words	of	eternal	life.	
It	hath	God	for	its	author	–	salva9on	
for	its	end	-	&	truth,	without	any	
mixture	of	error,	for	its	maIer.”	



Independent Movement of 
Scotland (began 1680)
-  People began thinking for 

themselves & reading the Bible to 
know the will of God.

-  Independent churches 
established

-  Human names, creeds, & 
doctrines were discarded



John Glas (1695-1773) & 
Robert Sandeman (1718-1771)
-  Glas taught against National 

Churches as unscriptural, & left 
the established Church of 
Scotland in 1728

-  Established independent 
churches & rejected human 
creeds, names, & doctrines.

-  Sandeman, Glas’ son-in-law, was 
more eloquent & personable, & 
set out with Glas to “restore 
primitive New Testament 
practices.”



John Glas (1695-1773) & 
Robert Sandeman (1718-1771)
-  Emphasized difference in Old 

Testament & New Testament
-  Believed in church autonomy
-  Observed Lord’s Supper on the 

1st day of each week
-  Refused to refer to the Lord’s day 

as the “Christian Sabbath”
-  Believed that faith results from 

evidence or testimony
-  Believed New Testament 

Christianity could be restored



John Glas (1695-1773) & 
Robert Sandeman (1718-1771)
-  Glas & Sandeman accepted the 

practice of infant baptism
-  Robert Carmichal & Archibald 

McLean, two astute students of 
Glas & Sandeman, discovered 
that baptism was for penitent 
believers, separated from the 
‘Glasites’ or ‘Sandemanians,’ & 
became known as ‘Old Scotch 
Baptists.’



Robert Haldane (1764-1842) & 
James Haldane (1768-1851)
-  Wealthy members of the Church 

of Scotland who, along with 
Greville Ewing (1767-1841), left 
the Scottish church in 1799 to 
establish independent churches 
patterned after the New 
Testament

-  Tabernacle (‘Circus Church’) 
began in Edinburgh in January 
1799 with 310 members

-  Haldanes underwrote most of the 
expenses for building church 
buildings, preaching schools, etc.

James Haldane	

Greville Ewing	



Robert Haldane (1764-1842) & 
James Haldane (1768-1851)
-  1808 – The Haldanes discovered 

& accepted the New Testament 
teaching of baptism for penitent 
believers.

-  Hundreds were baptized as 
penitent believers, but Greville 
Ewing refused.

James Haldane	

Greville Ewing	



Robert Haldane (1764-1842) & 
James Haldane (1768-1851)
-  The Haldanes were determined 

to restore the exact pattern of the 
NT church’s structure, ministry, 
ordinance, & worship.

-  Within a few years, 2 of the 
churches exchanged letters 
debating whether the worship 
service should open with a hymn 
or with a prayer, both citing 
scriptures as “proof”: 1 Timothy 
2:1 & Psalm 100:4

James Haldane	

Greville Ewing	
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Decline of the 
Church of 
England 

-  “Established” church of 
Virginia & the other 
southern colonies.

1624: 
-  Sunday absence fined 

1lb tobacco; 4 Sundays 
fined 50lbs.

-  None could sell tobacco 
without permission from 
preacher, & at harvest a 
collector came for the 
minister’s portion out of 
the first & best tobacco

1632: Laws revised: 
-  Absence cost 1 schilling 

instead of 1lb of tobacco



Catholic	

Anglican	/	
Episcopal	

Quaker	

Puritan,	Separa9st,	
Congrega9onalist	
(125	dis9nct	groups)	

Bap9st	(20	branches)		
Puritan	

Methodist

Presbyterian
(9 major branches)

Decline of the 
Church of 
England 

1642: Act of Uniformity 
-  Prohibited public/private 

preaching of anything 
not conforming to the 
Church of England & 
authorized Governor to 
compel non-conformists 
“to depart the colony”

Quaker Persecution: 
-  Ship captains were fined 

100 lbs sterling for 
bringing a Quaker to 
Virginia; Quakers 
imprisoned without bail.



Catholic	

Anglican	/	
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Decline of the 
Church of 
England 

Baptist Persecution: 
-  Baptists increased in 

Virginia from 1714-1768

-  1768 – John Waller, 
Lewis Craig, & James 
Childs arrested: “great 
disturbers of the peace; 
they cannot meet a man 
on the road, but they 
must ram a text of 
scripture down his 
throat.”

-  Refused to refrain from 
preaching for 366 days

-  Eventually released, 
arrested & tried again.



Catholic	

Anglican	/	
Episcopal	

Quaker	

Puritan,	Separa9st,	
Congrega9onalist	
(125	dis9nct	groups)	

Bap9st	(20	branches)		
Puritan	

Methodist

Presbyterian
(9 major branches)

Decline of the 
Church of 
England 

Baptist Persecution: 
-  Patrick Henry rode 50 

miles to defend Waller, 
Craig, & Childs

-  “These men are 
charged with – with – 
what?” “Preaching the 
Gospel of the Son of 
God.” (Paused, waved 
indictment above his 
head, & lifting hands to 
the sky.) “Great God!!”

-  The men were 
immediately dismissed.



Catholic	

Anglican	/	
Episcopal	

Quaker	

Puritan,	Separa9st,	
Congrega9onalist	
(125	dis9nct	groups)	

Bap9st	(20	branches)		
Puritan	

Methodist

Presbyterian
(9 major branches)

Decline of the 
Church of 
England 

Dissenting Voices: 
-  Anglican church grew 

increasingly distasteful 
among colonists.

-  By time of Revolutionary 
War, 2/3 of people 
favored the Dissenters, 
yet they were forced by 
law to pay the clergy.



Catholic	

Anglican	/	
Episcopal	

Quaker	

Puritan,	Separa9st,	
Congrega9onalist	
(125	dis9nct	groups)	

Bap9st	(20	branches)		
Puritan	

Methodist

Presbyterian
(9 major branches)

Decline of the 
Church of 
England 

Wesleyan Societies: 
-  Begun in Oxford, 

England in 1729 by 
John Wesley, Charles 
Wesley, & George 
Whitefield to remove 
apathy, formality, & 
tyranny from Anglican 
church

-  Wesleyan preachers 
were not ordained, but 
were considered “lay 
preachers” by Anglican 
clergy



Catholic	

Anglican	/	
Episcopal	

Quaker	

Puritan,	Separa9st,	
Congrega9onalist	
(125	dis9nct	groups)	

Bap9st	(20	branches)		
Puritan	

Methodist

Presbyterian
(9 major branches)

Decline of the 
Church of 
England 

Wesleyan Societies: 
-  Anglican clergy 

disfavored Wesleyan 
Societies forming in the 
colonies

-  Political sentiment for 
liberty impacted 
religious mindsets. 

-  Anglican clergy looked 
to the English crown for 
help & protection, acted 
as English Loyalists, & 
became objects of scorn

-  American Wesleyans 
were composed of 
colonists seeking liberty.



Catholic	

Anglican	/	
Episcopal	

Quaker	

Puritan,	Separa9st,	
Congrega9onalist	
(125	dis9nct	groups)	

Bap9st	(20	branches)		
Puritan	

Methodist

Presbyterian
(9 major branches)

Decline of the 
Church of 
England 

Wesleyan Societies: 
-  Ordination of priests 

became a major issue.

-  Most believed that no 
man could preach 
funerals, administer 
sacraments, baptize, or 
perform marriages 
unless duly ordained by 
a duly ordained 
clergyman (the idea of 
apostolic succession).

-  No Wesleyan preachers 
were ordained, & no 
Anglican clergymen 
would ordain them.
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John Wesley	

Thomas 
Coke 	

Decline of the 
Church of 
England 

Wesleyan Societies: 
-  By the Revolution’s end, 

English clergy had fled 
back to Britain, leaving 
few preachers in the 
colonies.

-  Wesleyan preachers 
stayed but were still not 
ordained to be bishops, 
serve sacraments, etc.

-  September 1784: John 
Wesley took it upon 
himself to ordain 
Thomas Coke as 
superintendent in 
America with Richard 
Whatcoat & Thomas 
Vasey as presbyters.



Decline of the 
Church of 
England 

Christmas Conference:
-  Two weeks after arriving 

in New York, Coke & 
company attended a 
quarterly preachers’ 
meeting where Coke 
met Francis Asbury.

-  Asbury, about 40, had 
been in America 13 
years, & Coke was 
prepared to make 
Asbury a superintendent 
in New England.

-  Asbury insisted on 
having a conference for 
the ordination: 1784 
Christmas Conference

Francis 
Asbury	

John Wesley	

Thomas 
Coke 	



Decline of the 
Church of 
England 

Christmas Conference:
-  Asbury ordained as 

superintendent

-  Wesleyans accepted the 
name “Methodist 
Episcopal Church”

-  Discipline for the 
Methodist Episcopal 
Church was accepted

-  Even John Wesley 
admitted that the form of 
church government 
adopted was not 
apostolic (scriptural), but 
was the most practical 
under the circumstances

Francis 
Asbury	

John Wesley	

Thomas 
Coke 	



1784 Christmas 
Conference

December 24, 1784

Letter from John 
Wesley

Penned September 10, 
1784 from Bristol

1.  “bishops & 
presbyters are the 
same order”

TO DR. COKE, MR. ASBURY, 
And Our Brethren in North America 

By a very uncommon train of providences many 
of the provinces of North America are totally 
disjoined from their mother country, & erected 
into independent states. The English 
government has no authority over them either 
civil or ecclesiastical, any more than over the 
states of Holland. A civil authority is exercised 
over them, partly by the congress, partly by the 
provincial assemblies. But no one either 
exercises or claims any ecclesiastical authority at 
all. In this peculiar situation some thousands of 
the inhabitants of these states desire my advice; 
& in compliance with their desire, I have drawn 
up a little sketch. 

Lord King’s “Account of the Primitive Church” 
convinced me many years ago that bishops & 
presbyters are the same order, & consequently, 
have the same right to ordain…  
presbyters are the same order, 

bishops & 
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1784 Christmas 
Conference

December 24, 1784

Letter from John 
Wesley

Penned September 10, 
1784 from Bristol

1.  “bishops & 
presbyters are the 
same order”

TO DR. COKE, MR. ASBURY, 
And Our Brethren in North America 

By a very uncommon train of providences many 
of the provinces of North America are totally 
disjoined from their mother country, & erected 
into independent states. The English 
government has no authority over them either 
civil or ecclesiastical, any more than over the 
states of Holland. A civil authority is exercised 
over them, partly by the congress, partly by the 
provincial assemblies. But no one either 
exercises or claims any ecclesiastical authority at 
all. In this peculiar situation some thousands of 
the inhabitants of these states desire my advice; 
& in compliance with their desire, I have drawn 
up a little sketch. 

Lord King’s “Account of the Primitive Church” 
convinced me many years ago that bishops & 
presbyters are the same order, & consequently, 
have the same right to ordain…  
presbyters are the same order, 

bishops & 

…For many years I have been importuned, from 
time to time, to exercise this right, by ordaining 
part of our travelling preachers. But I have still 
refused, not only for peace’s sake, but because I 
was determined as little as possible to violate 
the established order of the National Church to 
which I belonged. 

But the case is widely different between 
England & North America. Here there are 
bishops who have a legal jurisdiction: in 
America there are none, neither any parish 
ministers. So that for some hundred miles 
together, there is none either to baptize, or to 
administer the Lord’s Supper. Here, therefore, 
my scruples are at an end, & I conceive myself 
at full liberty, as I violate no order, & invade no 
man’s right, by appointing & sending laborers 
into the harvest. 
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TO DR. COKE, MR. ASBURY, 
And Our Brethren in North America 

By a very uncommon train of providences many 
of the provinces of North America are totally 
disjoined from their mother country, & erected 
into independent states. The English 
government has no authority over them either 
civil or ecclesiastical, any more than over the 
states of Holland. A civil authority is exercised 
over them, partly by the congress, partly by the 
provincial assemblies. But no one either 
exercises or claims any ecclesiastical authority at 
all. In this peculiar situation some thousands of 
the inhabitants of these states desire my advice; 
& in compliance with their desire, I have drawn 
up a little sketch. 

Lord King’s “Account of the Primitive Church” 
convinced me many years ago that bishops & 
presbyters are the same order, & consequently, 
have the same right to ordain…  

…For many years I have been importuned, from 
time to time, to exercise this right, by ordaining 
part of our travelling preachers. But I have still 
refused, not only for peace’s sake, but because I 
was determined as little as possible to violate 
the established order of the National Church to 
which I belonged. 

But the case is widely different between 
England & North America. Here there are 
bishops who have a legal jurisdiction: in 
America there are none, neither any parish 
ministers. So that for some hundred miles 
together, there is none either to baptize, or to 
administer the Lord’s Supper. Here, therefore, 
my scruples are at an end, & I conceive myself 
at full liberty, as I violate no order, & invade no 
man’s right, by appointing & sending laborers 
into the harvest. 

 

 

I have accordingly appointed Dr. Coke & Mr. 
Francis Asbury to be joint superintendents over 
brethren in North America; as also Richard 
Whatcoat & Thomas Vasey to act as elders 
among them, by baptizing & administering the 
Lord’s Supper. And I have prepared a liturgy 
little differing from that of the Church of 
England, (I think, the best constituted national 
church in the world) which I advise all the 
travelling preachers to use on the Lord’s Day, in 
all the congregations, reading the Litany only 
on Wednesday & Fridays, & praying extempore 
on all other days. I also advise the elders to 
administer of the Supper of the Lord on every 
Lord’s Day. 

If any one will point out a more rational & 
Scriptural way of feeding & guiding those poor 
sheep in the wilderness, I will gladly embrace it.  
At present, I cannot see any better method than 
that I have taken. 

Lord’s Day. 
administer of the Supper of the Lord on every 

1784 Christmas 
Conference

December 24, 1784

Letter from John 
Wesley

Penned September 10, 
1784 from Bristol

1.  “bishops & 
presbyters are the 
same order”

2.  Administer the 
Lord’s Supper 
every Lord’s Day



TO DR. COKE, MR. ASBURY, 
And Our Brethren in North America 

By a very uncommon train of providences many 
of the provinces of North America are totally 
disjoined from their mother country, & erected 
into independent states. The English 
government has no authority over them either 
civil or ecclesiastical, any more than over the 
states of Holland. A civil authority is exercised 
over them, partly by the congress, partly by the 
provincial assemblies. But no one either 
exercises or claims any ecclesiastical authority at 
all. In this peculiar situation some thousands of 
the inhabitants of these states desire my advice; 
& in compliance with their desire, I have drawn 
up a little sketch. 

Lord King’s “Account of the Primitive Church” 
convinced me many years ago that bishops & 
presbyters are the same order, & consequently, 
have the same right to ordain…  

…For many years I have been importuned, from 
time to time, to exercise this right, by ordaining 
part of our travelling preachers. But I have still 
refused, not only for peace’s sake, but because I 
was determined as little as possible to violate 
the established order of the National Church to 
which I belonged. 

But the case is widely different between 
England & North America. Here there are 
bishops who have a legal jurisdiction: in 
America there are none, neither any parish 
ministers. So that for some hundred miles 
together, there is none either to baptize, or to 
administer the Lord’s Supper. Here, therefore, 
my scruples are at an end, & I conceive myself 
at full liberty, as I violate no order, & invade no 
man’s right, by appointing & sending laborers 
into the harvest. 

 

 

I have accordingly appointed Dr. Coke & Mr. 
Francis Asbury to be joint superintendents over 
brethren in North America; as also Richard 
Whatcoat & Thomas Vasey to act as elders 
among them, by baptizing & administering the 
Lord’s Supper. And I have prepared a liturgy 
little differing from that of the Church of 
England, I think, the best constituted national 
church in the world) which I advise all the 
travelling preachers to use on the Lord’s Day, in 
all the congregations, reading the Litany only 
on Wednesday & Fridays, & praying extempore 
on all other days. I also advise the elders to 
administer of the Supper of the Lord on every 
Lord’s Day. 

If any one will point out a more rational & 
Scriptural way of feeding & guiding those poor 
sheep in the wilderness, I will gladly embrace it.  
At present, I cannot see any better method than 
that I have taken. 

Lord’s Day. 
administer of the Supper of the Lord on every 

It has, indeed, been proposed to desire the 
English bishops, to ordain part of our preachers 
for America. But to this I object.  
(1)  I desired the bishop of London to ordain 

only one; but could not prevail.  
(2)  If they consented, we know the slowness of 

their proceedings; but the matter admits of 
no delay.  

(3)  If they would ordain them now, they would 
likewise expect to govern them. And how 
grievously would that entangle us!  

(4)  As our American brethren are now totally 
disentangled both from the state, & from 
the English hierarchy, we dare not entangle 
them again, neither with one or the other. 

 
They are now at full liberty, simply to follow the 
Scriptures & the primitive church. And we 
judge it best that they should stand fast in that 
liberty, wherewith God has so strangely made 
them free. 

John Wesley 

1784 Christmas 
Conference

December 24, 1784

Letter from John 
Wesley

Penned September 10, 
1784 from Bristol

1.  “bishops & 
presbyters are the 
same order”

2.  Administer the 
Lord’s Supper 
every Lord’s Day

3.  “at full liberty, 
simply to follow the 
Scriptures & the 
primitive church.”

Scriptures & the primitive church. 
They are now at full liberty, simply to follow the 



“We are buried with Him” – alluding to 
baptism by immersion (Notes on New 

Testament, Romans 6:4). 
 

“Would to God that all party names & 
unscriptural phrases & forms which have 

divided the Christian world were forgotten… 
with regard to the name Christian, I say, there 

is none like it; give it to me & in his life & 
death I would glorify God in this name.” 

 
“…John Wesley, who was a lover of music & an 

elegant poet, when asked his opinion of 
instruments of music being introduced into the 
chapels of the Methodists, said, in his terse & 

powerful manner, ‘I have no objection to 
instruments of music in our chapels, provided 

they are neither heard nor seen.’” – Adam 
Clark 

 
“We ought to be downright Christians.”  

– John Wesley 

Other 
Statements & 

Beliefs of 
Wesley

Statements like 
these impressed 
James O’Kelley, 

a Methodist 
layman preacher 
who would not 
be a Methodist 

for long.

buried with Him” 

is none like it; 
with regard to the name Christian, I say, there 

they are neither heard nor seen.’” 
instruments of music in our chapels, provided 

‘I have no objection to 

“We ought to be downright Christians.” 



James
O’Kelley

1735(?) 
– 1826

a Methodist 
layman preacher 
who would not 
be a Methodist 

for long.



A Virginia farmer of Irish 
descent.

1760 – wed Elizabeth Meeks; 
2 sons, John & William

1775 – William (age 12) & 
Elizabeth converted by 
Methodist preachers

-  James soon listened to the 
preachers & read sermons 
written by John Wesley

-  Impressed by the idea of 
being “downright 
Christians”

James
O’Kelley

1735(?) 
– 1826



“They (certain ministers) 
come to us under direction of 
John Wesley, whose name to 
me is of precious memory. His 
writings magnified the Bible, & 

gave it preference & honor; 
he declared he regarded the 

authority of no writings but the 
inspired. He urged the 

sufficiency of the Scriptures 
for faith & practice, saying, 
‘We will be downright Bible 

Christians.’”
- James O’Kelley

James
O’Kelley

1735(?) 
– 1826



~1777 – Began preaching as a 
circuit rider in the areas of 
Virginia & North Carolina

-  Was soon at odds with 
Francis Asbury, whom 
John Wesley had sent to 
America to be his “general 
assistant”

-  Asbury, highly influential in 
the area O’Kelley travelled, 
was viewed as a religious 
tyrant

-  Asbury’s 3 rules for 
laymen: “Pay, pray, & obey”

James
O’Kelley

1735(?) 
– 1826

Francis 
Asbury	



May 18, 1779 – Virginia 
Conference at Brokenback 
Chapel in Fluvanna 
County

-  Attending preachers 
expected an to end their 
servile dependence on 
Episcopalian clergy.

-  Asbury fought the move, 
insisting Wesley opposed 
any separation from the 
“Established Church.”

-  Asbury’s own ambitions 
preferred the Episcopal 
form of church authority.

James
O’Kelley

1735(?) 
– 1826

Francis 
Asbury	



December 24, 1784 – 
Christmas Conference

-  Francis Asbury ordained as 
superintendent

-  Within a week, Thomas 
Coke ordained O’Kelley & 
12 others as elders.

-  As superintendent, Asbury 
unbendingly assigned each 
preacher’s circuit.

1790 – O’Kelley wrote Asbury, 
accusing him of abuse of 
power & threatening 
opposition unless he 
changed.

James
O’Kelley

1735(?) 
– 1826

Francis 
Asbury	



November 1, 1792 – General 
Conference in Baltimore

-  O’Kelley introduced a 
motion giving preachers a 
right to appeal their 
appointments to the 
Conference.

-  Asbury left the meeting to 
Thomas Coke’s charge, & 
debate raged 3 days 
before O’Kelley’s motion 
was rejected.

-  O’Kelley & those with him 
announced plans to leave 
the Conference.

James
O’Kelley

1735(?) 
– 1826

Francis 
Asbury	



November 1792 – Reese 
Chapel, Charlotte County, 
VA

-  O’Kelley’s group met & 
sent petitions to the 
Methodists seeking union 
& stipulating amendments: 
these were declined.

August 2, 1793 – Piney 
Grove in Chesterfield 
County, VA

-  O’Kelley’s group petitioned 
Asbury for a conference 
examining Episcopal 
government by Scripture. 
Asbury refused.

James
O’Kelley

1735(?) 
– 1826



December 25, 1793 – 
Manakintown, Powhaton 
County, VA

-  The group chose to sever 
officially from Episcopal 
Methodist Church.

-  O’Kelley’s group had over 
6000 participants

-  They opted to call 
themselves “Republican 
Methodists” – republican 
meaning “free”

James
O’Kelley

1735(?) 
– 1826



August 4, 1794 – Old 
Lebanon, Surry County, VA

-  An appointed committee of 
7 assigned to devise a plan 
of church government 
concluded to abandon 
manuscripts & use the 
Bible alone.

-  They identified the Biblical 
plan of church government 
as being ordaining elders 
over each congregation.

James
O’Kelley

1735(?) 
– 1826



August 4, 1794 – Old 
Lebanon, Surry County, VA

-  They also agreed to drop 
the name “Republican 
Methodist.”

-  In discussing how to 
identify themselves, Rice 
Haggard rose with a Bible 
in his hand & observed:

James
O’Kelley

1735(?) 
– 1826

Rice 
Haggard	

“Brethren, this is a sufficient rule of 
faith & practice. By it we are told 

that the disciples were called 
Christians, & I move that 

henceforth & forever the followers 
of Christ be known as Christians 

simply.”	



“Five Cardinal Principles of 
the Christian Church”

James
O’Kelley

1735(?) 
– 1826

Rice 
Haggard	

1.  The Lord Jesus Christ is the only Head 
of the Church.

2.  The name Christian to the exclusion of 
all party & sectarian names.

3.  The Holy Bible, or the Scriptures of the 
Old & New Testament our only creed, & 
a sufficient rule of faith & practice.

4.  Christian character, or vital piety, the 
only test of church fellowship & 
membership.

5.  The right of private judgment, & the 
liberty of conscience, the privilege & 
duty of all.



1801 – O’Kelley & “Republican 
Methodists” changed their 
name to the “Christian 
Church.”

-  The church spread through 
Southern & Western states 
& by 1809 had a 
membership of 20,000.

1810 – The question of 
baptism arose, & O’Kelley 
refused to abandon the 
practice of infant baptism.

James
O’Kelley

1735(?) 
– 1826

Rice 
Haggard	



1801 – O’Kelley & “Republican 
Methodists” changed their 
name to the “Christian 
Church.”

-  The church spread through 
Southern & Western states 
& by 1809 had a 
membership of 20,000.

1810 – The question of 
baptism arose, & O’Kelley 
refused to abandon the 
practice of infant baptism.

James
O’Kelley

1735(?) 
– 1826

Rice 
Haggard	

Answer:
Some only love the truth as 

long as it fits their preferences 
& agendas (2 Timothy 4:3-4).

Question:
How does a person realize the 
Biblical truth about 
1)  A plurality of elders in each 

congregation (Titus 1:5), 
2)  The disciples simply being 

called Christians (Acts 11:26),
…& fail to see the Biblical truth on 
who is a candidate for baptism 
(Acts 2:38; Mark 16:15-16)?



Similar Quests: 
Varying Motives

Conditions Contributing to the Search for NT Christianity:
1)  Dissatisfaction with Human Creeds

Expressions of human opinion that supplanted Christ’s authority
2)  The Dogma of Total Depravity

You are born dead & depraved, helpless to do anything about it, & your 
only hope is for God to perform a miracle to save you from sin. 

3)  The Mystical Concept of Salvation
Calvinism taught that a man could not know if he was saved. Religion was 
better felt than told: spiritual status was determined by having an 
“experience” (dream/vision/etc).

4)  General Neglect of the Bible
The Bible was seen as a “dead letter.” Preachers claimed the Holy Spirit 
told them what to say. Most, including preachers, knew little or nothing 
about the Bible, its proper divisions, or the apostles’ teaching on salvation.

5)  Rampant Sectarianism
Division over various creeds; each group thinking its creed was best.

6)  General Religious Stagnation & a Widespread Decadence of 
Morals.

Infidelity & religious indifference brought problems that needed solutions.





1769 – born in Connecticut 
within sight of Long Island 
Sound

-  Revolutionary War raged 
during his childhood years 

-  Baptist father & “Newlight” 
Congregationalist mother

-  Worried considerably over 
his sins during childhood

-  His mother made him be 
sprinkled as a child; he fled 
in protest, but was caught 
& returned by his uncle, 
thus was forced into the 
Congregationalist Church

Elias Smith

1769 – 
1846



1780 – family moved to 
Hebron, CT, where Elias 
received his last schooling

-  Youthful mind continued to 
dwell on the concept of sin 
& feelings of uncertainty 
from bad news of the war

1782 – family moved to 
Woodstock, Vermont

Elias Smith

1769 – 
1846



1772 – born to Calvinist 
Baptist parents in 
Royalston, Massachusetts

-  Father was a Baptist 
preacher whose prayers & 
admonitions were heavy on 
Abner’s young mind

1780 –moved to frontier of 
Bridgewater, Vermont

-  Harsh climate & terrain, 
constant labor to survive, & 
near total isolation from 
other people, resulted in 
Abner being given to deep 
thought, intense feeling, 
strong will, & self-reliance

Elias Smith

1769 – 
1846

Abner Jones

1772 – 
1841



1782 – was deeply concerned 
for his soul, but was 
ashamed to tell anyone

-  Described life as “all was 
darkness & gloominess.”

-  Did not think of religion as 
yielding joy or peace, but 
simply as saving a soul from 
eternal misery.

Elias Smith

1769 – 
1846

Abner Jones

1772 – 
1841

“But to return to the situation of 
my mind… I know not a better 
similitude than the wilderness 
in which I then dwelt… dreary 

& melancholy.”	



1782
-  Heard a sermon from a 

preacher named Snow that 
spoke of joy in Christ, after 
which his father Asa arose 
& further discussed joy & 
gloriousness, & Abner was 
overcome by a feeling of 
peace, though short-lived.

1782-1786
-  Diligently studied the 

subject of baptism, realized 
Jesus’ command for all 
who believe to be baptized, 
yet instead of obeying, he 
shrunk from the command.

Elias Smith

1769 – 
1846

Abner Jones

1772 – 
1841



1786 – Abner’s father Asa died
-  Abner had wrestled with his 

convictions for years, 
thinking he was a person 
too miserable to be saved.

-  His depression had 
increased over his belief 
that his misery meant that 
he was “going right to Hell” 
&, as a Calvinist, believed 
there was nothing to be 
done about it, & gradually 
stopped caring about God

-  After Asa’s death, Abner’s 
Universalist brother 
returned to the area

Elias Smith

1769 – 
1846

Abner Jones

1772 – 
1841



1786-1792 – Universalism
-  Embraced universalism to 

ease his conscience
-  Lived immorally, determined 

to banish every thought of 
religion from his mind

-  Gave no answer if anyone 
asked him why he had 
changed.

-  Thoughts of returning to 
God occasionally arose, but 
he pridefully feared the 
criticisms of his peers.

Elias Smith

1769 – 
1846

Abner Jones

1772 – 
1841



1793 – 
-  Took a teaching position in 

Woodstock, thus returning 
him to the Bridgewater area

-  Realized his need to turn to 
the Lord, but procrastinated 
for months

-  Began praying & preaching, 
yet still was not baptized as 
he believed Scripture taught

-  Was finally baptized in 1793 
at age 20

-  Met Elias Smith 6 days later 
while visiting churches in 
New Hampshire

Elias Smith

1769 – 
1846

Abner Jones

1772 – 
1841



1793 – Abner began preaching 
what he had been taught, 
& looked to Scripture to 
prove Calvinism, but soon 
“discovered that they [the 
Baptist preachers] 
preached complete 
contradictions on the 
subject.”

-  He began seeking what the 
Bible said on the matters.

Elias Smith

1769 – 
1846

Abner Jones

1772 – 
1841



1793-1800 
-  Found in the Bible no group 

of Baptists, & so determined 
only to be a “Christian”

-  Called Baptist articles of 
faith, church covenants, 
constitutions & leadership 
counsels “anti-Christian” 
and “as popish and 
unscriptural as infant 
sprinkling.”

-  Began fighting vigorously in 
his mind against Calvinism, 
especially predestination, 
but feared to publicize his 
views for 5 years.

Elias Smith

1769 – 
1846

Abner Jones

1772 – 
1841



1793-1800 
-  Dealt with a growing feeling 

of loneliness, thinking he 
was the only person 
reaching these conclusions 
about what Scripture taught

-  Became a “Botanical 
physician” during this time, 
practicing what was called 
“frontier medicine.”

1800
-  Began preaching to all who 

would listen; kept receiving 
invitations to preach; 
medical practice suffered

Elias Smith

1769 – 
1846

Abner Jones

1772 – 
1841



1801 – Lyndon, Vermont
-  Abner Jones began a 

congregation of “Christians 
only,” rejecting “Baptist” & 
calling themselves the 
“Christian Church”

1802 – 3 men volunteered to 
support Abner financially 
so that his family’s needs 
would be met & he could 
focus on preaching

Elias Smith

1769 – 
1846

Abner Jones

1772 – 
1841



1802 
-  Accepted ordination from 

Free-Will Baptists, not that 
he agreed with them, but to 
have more clout & freedom 
of preaching opportunities

-  Called no congregations 
that he planted “Baptist,” but 
“Christian churches.”

Elias Smith

1769 – 
1846

Abner Jones

1772 – 
1841



1789 – Smith diligently studied 
baptism & concluded that 
believers were the only 
candidates for baptism

-  Convinced a Baptist 
preacher named William 
Grow to baptize him

-  Assented to Baptist articles 
of faith, but later wrote:

Elias Smith

1769 – 
1846

Abner Jones

1772 – 
1841

“The articles of faith to which I then assented, contained what the 
Baptists call particular election… These articles I did not understand 
for they had never been read to me before; & being read but once, it 

was impossible for me to remember much of them. I assented to 
them, because the minister & church thought they were true. Since 

that time, the minister & the members have rejected that 
abominable doctrine of partiality, & now stand in gospel liberty.” 	



1789 – Considered preaching, 
but was disgusted with 
several Baptist preachers: 

-  Began intensive study of the 
Bible & asked William Grow 
for books to help him learn 
to preach; Grow sent a book 
of sermons & a Cruden’s 
concordance

1790 – Smith’s first sermon: 
“Search the Scriptures”

1792 – Ordained as a Baptist 
preacher

Elias Smith

1769 – 
1846

Abner Jones

1772 – 
1841

“If I could not make out 
better than that, I would 

never try again.”



By 1801 – Broke with Baptists

Elias Smith

1769 – 
1846

Abner Jones

1772 – 
1841

1.  Their name Baptist, which is unscriptural. One 
man was called a Baptist, but no churches.

2.  Articles, which are an addition to the perfect 
law of liberty; these they held & I disowned 
them.

3.  Association of churches, which is contrary to 
the New Testament, & anti-Christian.

4.  Holding to the necessity of a college education 
to be ministers of the Gospel. This is contrary 
to the New Testament.

5.  The Baptists held to missionary societies, 
which is nothing more or less than the old 
Jesuits plan invoked first by a monk. 

6.  The Baptists hold to councils to ordain 
ministers & settle disputes. These are 
unscriptural.

7.  They hold to installing or reinstalling ministers, 
a practice not intimated in any part of the Bible.	



1801 – Fleeing Calvinism, he 
went into Universalism for 
about 15 days before 
realizing its error.

Spring 1802

May 1802 – Began preaching 
it was enough to call 
Christ’s followers Christian 
without any addition.

Elias Smith

1769 – 
1846

Abner Jones

1772 – 
1841

“When in my twenty-fourth year, I believed there would be a people 
bearing a name different from all the denominations then in this 

country; but what would they be called, I then could not tell. In the 
spring of 1802, having rejected the doctrine of Calvin & 

universalism, to search the scriptures to find the truth, I found the 
name which the followers of Christ ought to wear; which was 

Christians (Acts 11:26).” – Elias Smith	



October 1802 – Planted small 
congregation in 
Portsmouth, NH

December 26, 1802 – Hall 
where they met burned 

March 1803 – began meeting 
in the courthouse

April 4, 1803 – Membership 
had grown to 22

April, 1804 – 150 members

Elias Smith

1769 – 
1846

Abner Jones

1772 – 
1841

“When our number was some short of 
twenty, we agreed to consider ourselves a 
church of Christ, owning him as our only 
Master, Lord, & Lawgiver, & we agreed to 
consider ourselves Christians, without the 

addition of any unscriptural name.”	



June 1803 

-  Both Smith & Jones realized 
they were not alone.

1804 – With the Portsmouth 
congregation growing to 
150, Jones left Smith to 
preach there while Jones 
planted congregations in 
areas in & around Boston

Elias Smith

1769 – 
1846

Abner Jones

1772 – 
1841

“In June, 1803… Elder Abner Jones, from 
Vermont, came to visit me, & was the first 

free man I had ever seen.”	



1805 – Members made plans 
to meet & draw up “church 
articles”

-  Meeting was called the 
“Christian Conference”

-  At the conference, they 
agreed that articles were 
useless & took the New 
Testament as the “only and 
all-sufficient rule for 
Christians.”

-  Seeing themselves as a 
connected group of 
Christians, they collectively 
called themselves the 
Christian Connexion.

Elias Smith

1769 – 
1846

Abner Jones

1772 – 
1841



1809 – Republican Methodist 
movement, led by James 
O’Kelly, joined with the 
Christian Connexion

-  They based their fellowship 
on their similar beliefs, 
especially their emphasis 
on be Christians only

James 
O’Kelly
1735(?) – 

1826

Elias 
Smith
1769 – 
1846

Abner 
Jones
1772 – 
1841



1810 – Republican Methodists 
began debating whether 
baptism required 
immersion

-  O’Kelly still endorsed 
sprinkling, & so he & many 
Republican Methodists 
separated from the 
Christian Connexion: 
division.

James 
O’Kelly
1735(?) – 

1826

Elias 
Smith
1769 – 
1846

Abner 
Jones
1772 – 
1841



September 1, 1808 – Elias 
Smith published the first 
edition of The Herald of 
Gospel Liberty, which 
Smith declared the be the 
first religious periodical 
ever to be published

-  The paper began with 274 
subscribers & was printed 
every other Thursday

-  The first issue included “The 
Last Will & Testament of the 
Springfield Presbytery”

James 
O’Kelly
1735(?) – 

1826

Elias 
Smith
1769 – 
1846

Abner 
Jones
1772 – 
1841



The Herald of Gospel Liberty 
had a turbulent history

March 31, 1809 – changed 
print day to Friday

April 1810 – Smith moved to 
Portland, Maine

July 1811 – Smith moved to 
Philadelphia, where he got 
hopelessly in debt

February 1814 – Returned to 
Portland: 1500 subscribers

Spring 1816 – Smith moved 
to Boston & appealed to 
subscribers for funds lest 
the paper be discontinued

James 
O’Kelly
1735(?) – 

1826

Elias 
Smith
1769 – 
1846

Abner 
Jones
1772 – 
1841



The Herald of Gospel Liberty 
had a turbulent history

August 1817 – Warned he 
would drop the paper 
immediately unless paid by 
those who owed him.

October 1, 1817 – Smith 
printed that this was his 
last publishing because he 
had gone into universalism. 

James 
O’Kelly
1735(?) – 

1826

Elias 
Smith
1769 – 
1846

Abner 
Jones
1772 – 
1841

During this time:
-  Smith dabbled in medicine in Boston in 

1816 to generate more income
-  Smith struggled with his beliefs, 

convinced he must follow either 
universalism or Calvinism



The Herald of Gospel Liberty 
had a turbulent history

May 1818 – The Christian 
Herald was begun & 
considered the successor 
of the Herald of Gospel 
Liberty.

January 15, 1835 – Christian 
Herald announced it had 
become property of Easter 
Publishing Association & 
was succeeded by The 
Christian Journal

Eventually became the paper 
Christian, major publication 
of United Church of Christ

James 
O’Kelly
1735(?) – 

1826

Elias 
Smith
1769 – 
1846

Abner 
Jones
1772 – 
1841



The Herald of Gospel Liberty 
had a turbulent history

May 1818 – The Christian 
Herald was begun & 
considered the successor 
of the Herald of Gospel 
Liberty.

January 15, 1835 – The 
Christian Herald 
announced it had become 
property of Easter 
Publishing Association & 
was succeeded by The 
Christian Journal

James 
O’Kelly
1735(?) – 

1826

Elias 
Smith
1769 – 
1846

Abner 
Jones
1772 – 
1841

The Positions Advocated in 
the Herald

“After we became a separate 
people, three points were 

determined on. First. No head 
over the church but Christ. 
Second. No confession of 

faith, articles of religion, rubric, 
canons, creeds, etc., but the 
New Testament. Third. No 

religious name but Christians.”

William Guiry



“Smith had a brilliant mind, but 
an unstable one.”

By 1823 – Smith’s 3rd return 
from universalism left many 
slow to receive him

-  Smith served where he 
could, but it was limited

-  Smith flip-flopped in & out 
of universalism as many as 
five times in his life.

-  The instability of such a 
vocal leader became a 
deterrent to many.

Ephesians 4:14

James 
O’Kelly
1735(?) – 

1826

Elias 
Smith
1769 – 
1846

Abner 
Jones
1772 – 
1841



Was Smith a Christian?

James 
O’Kelly
1735(?) – 

1826

Elias 
Smith
1769 – 
1846

Abner 
Jones
1772 – 
1841

Barton Stone
December 25, 1826 & July 25, 1827

Reprinted excerpts from letters from Elias 
Smith, admitting his errors, lamenting his 
not being afforded the same influence as 

before, & describing his then current efforts 
at preaching & teaching.

Alexander Campbell
December 1837

In comparing Dr. John Thomas with Elias Smith:

“I pray he may not run with Elias into universal skepticism, from 
which the unfortunate old gentleman has not yet fully recovered 

when I saw him last year in Boston.”



1809 – began work in Salem, 
Massachusetts

-  Faith uplifted by the 
numerous converts, & he 
took this as proof of God’s 
approval of his preaching: 
a dangerous mindset.

1815 – moved to Hopkinton, 
MA, where he met almost 
no success

-  Depression of his youth 
returned, amplified by Elias 
Smith’s doctrinal departure 

1816 – Briefly returned to 
medicine for an epidemic

James 
O’Kelly
1735(?) – 

1826

Elias 
Smith
1769 – 
1846

Abner 
Jones
1772 – 
1841



1821 – Returned to Salem
-  Congregation had fallen 

into emotionalism, ignoring 
a logical approach to the 
Bible & claiming to be 
“moved by the Spirit.”

-  Emotionalism eventually 
wrecked the congregation, 
leaving Jones to start over.

-  The new congregation was 
strong & large within seven 
years, as Jones practiced 
medicine, taught school, & 
instructed singing.

1830 – Moved to New York

James 
O’Kelly
1735(?) – 

1826

Elias 
Smith
1769 – 
1846

Abner 
Jones
1772 – 
1841



Final Years
-  Though he combatted 

emotionalism in Salem, his 
need for emotional 
assurance & a feeling of 
success eventually drifted 
him toward accepting 
emotional experiences as 
evidence of Christianity.

-  He had said emotionalists 
“professed to be governed 
by the Spirit, & a most 
perverse spirit it was,” yet 
he eventually embraced 
what he once disproved.

James 
O’Kelly
1735(?) – 

1826

Elias 
Smith
1769 – 
1846

Abner 
Jones
1772 – 
1841



Were they planting the pure 
seed?

Were they producing true 
Christians?

-  By 1825, the conference of 
the Christian Connexion 
referred to themselves as “a 
denomination among 
denominations.”

-  Some pleaded for plurality 
of elders, but most held to 
the denominational plan of 
just one elder, the preacher.

-  Called preacher “reverend”

James 
O’Kelly
1735(?) – 

1826

Elias 
Smith
1769 – 
1846

Abner 
Jones
1772 – 
1841



Were they planting the pure 
seed?

Were they producing true 
Christians?

-  Various denominations 
today claim the Connexion 
as part of their history: 7th 
Day Adventists, United 
Church of Christ, some 
Mormons, & even some 
Jehovah’s Witnesses.

James 
O’Kelly
1735(?) – 

1826

Elias 
Smith
1769 – 
1846

Abner 
Jones
1772 – 
1841

Is this the fruit that God’s Word produces?
Luke 8:11

Is this what Jesus sought in prayer?
John 17:20-21
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