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The prospect of being in heaven without 
someone dear to us is a troublesome thought. 
Will everyone in heaven have survivor’s 
guilt? How heartless, it would seem, to enjoy 
heaven if people we love dearly are being 
continually tormented in hell. We would 
never dream of going on a vacation and 
having the time of our lives when a close 
loved one in the hospital. 
HERE ARE FOUR SOLUTIONS 
PEOPLE OFFER: 
 

OPTION #1: HEAVEN IS NOT HEAVEN. 
This is the position of the atheist who loves to use this question against Christianity, 
believing it reinforces that heaven is a myth. Instead, this simply reinforces the seriousness 
of Christianity, evangelism, and personal choice. This life is not a game; judgment is no 
joke; eternity in hell is no laughing matter. Is it possible that heaven is overhyped? Paul 
says that heaven is far better than anything here (Philippians 1:22–23; 2 Corinthians 5:8). 
God said it offers fullness of joy forevermore (Psalm 16:11). We will be fully satisfied there 
(Psalm 17:15). 
OPTION #2: HELL IS NOT HELL. 
This is the view of liberal theologians. Most denominational seminary professors do not 
believe in a literal hell. They may ascribe to some semblance of faith but do not take the 
Bible literally. They advance two views that take “hell” out of hell. 
• Since hell was prepared for the devil and his angels (Matthew 25:41), it is not for man. 

After a person is judged unfit for heaven, then God, in a final act of mercy, will simply 
cause each sinner to cease to exist. 

• God is too loving to send anyone to hell; therefore, everybody goes to heaven. 
Variations include a partial punishment, but in the end, universal salvation. 

While these theories may appeal to our sympathies, there is no support for them in 
Scripture. In the great judgment scene Jesus pictured, all people are assembled, judged, and 
separated (Matthew 25:31–46). Were all invited to heaven? Were any destroyed? “Then He 
will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting 
fire prepared for the devil and his angels’… these will go away into everlasting punishment, 
but the righteous into eternal life” (25:41–46). The same sentence that puts the saved in 
heaven puts the lost in hell. If the fires of hell were to go out, then the light of heaven would 
also be switched off. 
OPTION #3: CHRISTIANS IN HEAVEN WILL NOT REMEMBER LOST LOVED ONES. 
This view says that heaven won’t know the parallel universe of hell exists. Scriptures used 
in support of this include 
• Deuteronomy 25:19: “Blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven.” 
• Psalm 9:5: “Blotted out their name forever and ever.” 
• Psalm 69:28: “Be blotted out of the book of the living.” 
• Psalm 109:13: “Let their name be blotted out.” 
These passages seem inconclusive, since they discuss being forgotten to future generations 
on earth or names being blotted out of the Book of Life. 
It is sometimes explained that just as memories fade here over time, they will fade there. 
Who was your third-grade school teacher? Can you name any classmates? What grades did 
you make? What clothes did you wear? Those memories are gone. People and activities that 
were important in the life of a nine-year-old life seem insignificant now. 
God could do it this way, but it is hard to imagine the God of light solving a problem with 
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DEGAULLE DRIVE CHURCH OF CHRIST  

FAMILY RETREAT 
AUGUST 10TH – 12TH 

Fontainebleau State Park 
FREE OF CHARGE & open to all members of the 

DeGaulle Drive Church of Christ.   

Please plan to be there & to be a part of this chance to 
make memories together going apart & resting as 

God’s family! 

Don’t miss out on this weekend of fellowship. 
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DEGAULLE DRIVE CHURCH OF CHRIST  

MEN’S LEADERSHIP 
RETREAT 

OCTOBER 12TH-14TH  
Berry Creek Cabins, Bogalusa, LA 

FREE OF CHARGE & open to all men of the 
DeGaulle Drive Church of Christ.   

The	Earlier,	the	Better!	
Thursday,	October	12th,	will	be	a	day	of	fellowship,	
preparation,	&	enjoying	the	area.	Come	out	early	&	

have	some	fun!	

All	are	encouraged	to	arrive	AS	EARLY	AS	POSSIBLE	on	
Friday,	October	13th,	as	we	will	look	at	how	each	of	
us	can	become	the	leaders	God	wants	us	to	be!	

Don’t miss out on this weekend of fellowship & 
leadership. 
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ignorance. Heaven’s joy would depend on ignorance. This view seems 
unlikely for these reasons: 
First, failing memory is associated with immaturity and senility. Adults 
remember many years later what small children cannot recollect, 
although they shared the experience. Will our perfected new bodies 
(Philippians 3:20–21) have brains that know less than the old ones? Will 
God give all of us the dreadful Alzheimer’s disease in heaven? 

Second, memories tend to deepen joy. One who has suffered hunger 
appreciates common food more than one who has always had plenty. A 
father with memories of many layoffs cherishes a stable job. Knowledge 
of sacrifices and persecutions will make heaven sweeter. 
Third, throughout the Bible God has shown interest in our memories. He 
makes sure we do not forget events like the Flood (rainbow); the Exodus 
(Passover); the time of Esther (Purim); and the cross (communion). 
Although the rich man was in torments after death, he still remembered 
having five brothers. 
Fourth, Paul says that believers will be rewarded when those they taught 
remain faithful, and they will lose the reward for those who fall away. 
This verse seems to imply they will remember (1 Corinthians 3:12–15). 
It seems more likely that we shall be comforted by knowing more rather 
than less. 

OPTION #4: HEAVEN IS HEAVEN; HELL IS HELL; WE REMEMBER, AND WE 
ARE STILL HAPPY. 
God’s love is the pattern. Three truths must be considered: First, since 
God loves all, He loves our loved ones. He loves them more than we do, 
since His love surpasses any of which we are capable (John 3:16; 1 John 
4:8). 
Second, some of those God loves will miss heaven—billions of them, far 
more than will make it (Matthew 7:13–14). 
Third, God is happy in heaven (“blessed,” 1 Timothy 1:11; 6:15). 
Therefore, we may conclude that in heaven, God can make us happy and 
wipe away every tear (cf. Revelation 7:17; 21:4). 

GOD’S PROMISE IS THAT NOTHING WILL MAR OUR JOY.  
In Revelation 7:15–17, John pictures heaven as a perfect environment: 
• Before the throne—perfect fellowship; 
• Serve him day and night—perfect service; 
• He . . . shall dwell with them—perfect peace; 
• They shall hunger no more—perfect provision; 
• Sun shall not strike them—perfect protection; 
• The Lamb shall lead them—perfect guidance; 
• God shall wipe away all tears—perfect joy.[1] 

Jesus promised, “You now have sorrow; but I will see you again and 
your heart will rejoice, and your joy no one will take from you” (John 
16:22). If sorrow over lost loved ones ruins heaven’s bliss, then no one 
could be happy there, because every Christian has family members, 
friends, neighbors, or erring brethren, who die in sin. Jesus explained that 
would be the case: 

Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send 
peace, but a sword. For I am come to set a man at variance against his 
father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law 
against her mother in law. And a man’s foes shall be they of his own 
household. He that loveth father or mother more than Me is not 
worthy of Me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than Me is not 
worthy of Me. And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after 
Me, is not worthy of Me. He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he 
that loseth his life for My sake shall find it (Matthew 10:34–39). 

Imagine that a rich citizen hosts a banquet for the community. As one 
gets a plate, a neighbor says, “This rich guy is showing off. I’m not 
going to eat a single bite.” While his bitterness at the host’s generosity is 
regrettable, this should not stop the other citizen from enjoying the 
meal. Similarly, those who stubbornly forfeit heaven will not be allowed 
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to spoil heaven for those who go. C. S. Lewis observed 
that hell does not have veto power over heaven. 
GOD’S JUSTICE WILL BE UNIVERSALLY 
RECOGNIZED.  
In heaven, our perspective will change. The old order—
former things—will have passed away (Revelation 21:4). 
OUR PERSPECTIVE OF SIN WILL CHANGE. 
As sin has affected man physically, it has dulled his 
perception of absolute holiness. Constantly surrounded by 
sin, even Christians do not comprehend the magnitude of 
evil or appreciate how heinous sin is. In a sinless state, we 
will have a clearer view of the hideous nature of rebellion 
against God. 
Sympathetic tolerance of sin will be replaced by a holy 
repulsion of sin in heaven. Here we think of “good 
people” who never worship their Creator, refuse to 
surrender to the Lord Jesus, and practice sin for a 
lifetime. Jesus said, “There is none good but one, that is, 
God” (Matthew 19:17). “There is not a just man upon 
earth” (Ecclesiastes 7:20). There we will no longer have 
any illusion that sinners are good without Christ. 

It is not the case that any person deserves to go to heaven. 



	   

Attendance  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible Reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEEDING CARE & PRAYERS 
Our Members & Visitors.   

James Cobet te:  Has had walking pneumonia for several weeks. 
Stephen  Goodale:  His co-worker (Kian) has a cousin that was recently stabbed. 
Paul & TeNeal  Macaluso:   Are expecting their first bundle of joy February 6th.  They 

ask for prayers in the days & months to come.        
Mary Cullum  Sandy Jones  
Kacie Landis  Family  of Margaret Rodney   
Lorraine Stephen  
   

Our Shut-In 
Elwanda Piskorik  

Our Family & Friends 
Kaiyah Alexander:  Was able to return home.     
The  Family  of Larry Blackburn:  Cousin of Margaret Spahr; passed away last week.   
The  Family  of Carl  Joseph:  Father-in-law of Patricia Joseph; passed away last 

Wednesday.  He was a great source of encouragement for Patricia since they lost Dan.   
This is another very difficult loss for their family.       

Paul Meacham: Gospel preacher & teacher at Amridge University; recovering after 
surgery to remove a brain tumor on Monday; is at home but experiencing pain. 

Skylar Nicoul in & Family : Coworker of Stephen Goodale; is charged with negligent 
homicide in the fatal shooting of his friend.  

The  Family  of Frances  Zorn:  Former member at DeGaulle Drive; passed away on 
July 15th in Sylacauga, AL.   

Kaiyah Alexander Sue & Tom Gibi lterra   
Mary Jo Knigh t  Benjamin Macaluso   
Sandra Martin  Tristan  & Meagan McCann   
Terry Math ieu   
  
 
 

Our Deployed Military Personnel 
Vauchel le  DeArmas:  Her address is: Spc Dearmas Vauchell, 1086 Trans CO, APO 

AE 08366.  She is in Kuwait on the base & will be there until time for her missions in 
Iraq & Afghanistan.   

 

 

PRIVILEGED TO SERVE 
NEXT WEEK 

AUGUST 13 
Sunday AM  

Welcome:  
Wes Arabie  

Prayer:  
Nicklas Smith 

Song Lead:  
Howard Goodale 

Steve Tucker 
Acts 20:28 

Lord’s Table:  
Ron Landis 

Sermon:  
Scott Cain 

Dismissal:  
Don Robinson 
——————— 

Sunday PM 
Welcome:  

Wes Arabie 
Prayer: 

Roland Landis 
Song Lead:  

Wes Arabie 
Lord’s Table:  

Ron Landis 
Sermon:  

Scott Cain 
Dismissal:  

Jerome Riddick 
 

THIS WEEK 
AUGUST 06 

Sunday AM  
Welcome:  

Howard Goodale 
Prayer:  

Paul Macaluso (2) 
Song Lead:  

Howard Goodale 

Ron Landis 
Eph. 1:3,7 

Lord’s Table:  
Ron Landis 

Sermon:  
Scott Cain 

Dismissal:  
Tyrone Barthelemy 
——————— 

Sunday PM 
Welcome:  

Howard Goodale 
Prayer: 

Roland Keith 
Song Lead:  

Paul Macaluso (2) 
Lord’s Table:  

Ron Landis 
Sermon:  

Scott Cain 
Dismissal:  

Nicklas Smith 
 

LAST WEEK’S 

RECORD 

Service 
Time 

2017 
Goal 

Last 
Week 

Bible Study 
Sunday AM 
Sunday PM 
Wednesday 

70 
100 
60 
60 

59 
90 
55 
56 

   
Reading 

Plan 
2017 
Goal 

Last 
Week 

Daily Readers 45 28 
Bible in 2017 45 31 
NT in 2017 60 37 

   

	

Please submit all prayer requests in writing to Scott or Melissa Cain.  Please supply regular 
updates on each individual in order to keep our prayer list up-to-date.  For the sake of 
space, any name (except for shut-ins) will be removed after four weeks unless a new update 
is received.  Thank you for helping us all to stay informed of the spiritual & physical needs 
of our members, friends, & family. 

NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS 
UPCOMING EVENTS:     
1. SONG LEADING CLASS: Will meet today at 5:00 PM. 
2. GENERAL TEACHER’S MEETING: TODAY at 4PM.  All teachers are encouraged to attend as 

we will discuss promotion Sunday & the beginning of a new school year.    
 
PLEASE HELP RESTOCK THE PANTRY:   Items needed include canned tuna, chicken, Vienna 

sausages, several boxed meals (tuna helper, chicken helper, kit meals, etc…), spaghetti sauce with 
meat, soups, & cereals. We are fully stocked & have no room for pasta, rice, & beans.   

WORK NIGHT FOR THE MASTER:  July’s work night produced 182 local mailings, 34 cards of 
encouragements, & 24 World Bible School correspondence courses. Thanks to all who attended! 

ADDRESS CHANGE:   Bill Burchett’s new address is Bill Burchett 
c/o South Breeze 
3168 Hacks Cross Rd Apt. A6  

 Memphis, TN 38125 



  

4

Every sinner deserves to go to hell. Jesus said, “He that believeth 
not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the 
name of the only begotten Son of God. And this is the 
condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved 
darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil” (John 
3:18–19). There will be no one in hell who does not deserve to be 
there; at the same time, there will be no one in heaven who 
deserves to be there. In heaven, we will not marvel at how good 
people went to hell but at how bad people (albeit forgiven) got 
into heaven. 
OUR PERSPECTIVE OF JUSTICE WILL CHANGE.  
Every time God renders a judgment of come or go, it will be the 
right decision (Matthew 25:31–33; Genesis 18:25). No one will 
second guess the One who knows all, loves all, and did all to make 
salvation possible. 
All angels, saints, and martyrs will praise His judgment on that 
day. John wrote, “After these things I heard a great voice of much 
people in heaven, saying, Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, and 
honour, and power, unto the Lord our God: for true and righteous 
are his judgments” (Revelation 19:1–2). God’s righteousness will 
be vindicated (John 5:22–29; Romans 2:5–16; 12:19; 2 
Thessalonians 1:7–9; Revelation 6:9–11; 18:1–19:3; 20:11–15). 
We will nod in approval at God’s decisions, even in cases of those 
we knew and loved on earth. Consider three illustrations that show 
we already sometimes do this on earth. Imagine a young man 
lands a good job. His parents are pleased. But they notice after a 
few weeks that he is late to work a couple of times a week. They 
encourage him to do better, lest he be fired. Then they hear that he 
laid out one Friday to go fishing with his friends. They talk 
strongly to him about his priorities. Nonetheless, he continues his 
careless habits. His employer is patient but eventually lets him go. 
The parents are not angry with the employer; they support the just 
decision (2 Thessalonians 3:10). 
When Christian parents have a married child break up his/her 
marriage with adultery, they support the innocent son-/daughter-
in-law instead of their own child because justice prevails over 
emotion (Matthew 19:9). 

Nadab and Abihu’s relatives did not uncover their heads or tear 
their clothes (acts of public mourning), lest it appear to others that 
they disagreed with God’s righteous judgment in their punishment 
(Leviticus 10:6). 

OUR PERSPECTIVE OF GOD WILL CHANGE.  
This is what we know: God does not send people to hell. Sin sends 
people to hell. Rejection of the gospel sends sinners to hell. God 
wants absolutely no one to go to hell (Ezekiel 18:23; 18:32; John 
3:17; 1 Timothy 2:3–4; 2 Peter 3:9). He wants that so much that 
He was willing for Jesus to be beaten, mocked, and hanged on a 
cross. 

Jesus, the appointed Judge, wept over Jerusalem (Luke 19:41) and 
still pleads for all to come to Him (Matthew 11:28–30). In some 
fashion, God gives everyone an opportunity to be saved (Romans 
1:18–2:16). “If any man will do his will, he shall know of the 
doctrine” (John 7:17). 
OUR PERSPECTIVE ON LIBERTY WILL CHANGE.  
In view of all this, who could suggest that God is unrighteous for 
punishing unrepentant sinners? Justice demands punishment; 
someone must pay for every person’s sins. Either a sinner lets 
Jesus pay for his sins, or God lets the sinner pay for them himself 
in hell. C. S. Lewis wrote, “There are only two kinds of people in 
the end: those who say to God, ‘Thy will be done,’ and those to 
whom God says, in the end, ‘Thy will be done.’ All that are in 
hell, choose it.”[2] 
We might be tempted to say to one we love, “I don’t want heaven 
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if you are not there.” That might sound like love, but it is idolatry. 
Essentially, it says, “You are my god. I would rather have you 
than the true God.” Jesus warned us not to love our loved ones 
more than we love Him (Matthew 10:37). God is the greatest 
conceivable Good; therefore, keeping our families but losing Him 
would be evil. Sadly, if a family member rejects the gospel, then 
he chooses to separate himself from Christian family members in 
eternity. 
God honors man’s autonomy by giving him complete discretion 
over his destiny. God gives people freedom to follow Him in life 
and live with Him in eternity. He also gives them freedom from 
His rules in life and from Himself in eternity. 

God does not overrule bad decisions. Though today’s culture 
emphasizes gender equality, some laws offensive to women 
remain on the books. These laws allowed a father and a husband to 
overrule the decision of a daughter or wife if he thought she was 
making a bad choice. God thought highly enough of us to let us 
make a choice and live with the consequences—an incredible 
compliment. 

THE OMNISCIENCE OF GOD ASSURES US THAT HE 
HAS A SOLUTION. 
Richard Baxter wrote, 

My knowledge of that life is small, The eye of faith is dim; 
But it’s enough that Christ knows all, And I shall be with Him. 

God does all things right (Genesis 18:25). He never fails at 
anything. Perhaps, therefore, our attempts to search out a reason 
are beside the point. It boils down to the fact that we do not need 
to figure out heaven for God. He is fully capable of keeping His 
promise that heaven will be filled with joy, bliss, comfort, peace, 
love, and perfection (Revelation 7:17; 21:4). If God can speak the 
sun into existence; if He can see every thought of every human 
mind at the same time; if He can create the human eye with its 
137,000,000 light-sensitive cells, then He can handle our eternal 
well-being.[3] Can we trust an all-powerful, all-loving God? 

Our limited human perspective cannot conceive an awesome 
heaven without our loved ones, but once we are in heaven, God 
will make all clear to us. An eternity of worship may sound boring 
now because we are thinking of human physical activity, but such 
thinking makes heaven about us. Heaven is not primarily about 
our happiness, it is about God. Our primary focus will be God’s 
glory, not expectations of human happiness. 

We cannot fully understand heaven until we get there, but we 
know it will surpass all human expectations because God has 
promised complete joy and contentment. Knowing that should 
motivate us to share the gospel of Christ with family, friends, 
neighbors—yea, even the whole world. When we do, we 
understand both our opportunities and limitations. We can pray for 
the lost, share the gospel with them, and plead with them, but we 
cannot make the choice for them. 
This is even true of the sovereign God. God does not desire any to 
perish (1 Timothy 2:3–4; 2 Peter 3:9), yet many will perish in their 
unbelief (Matthew 7:13). Jesus went to the cross to offer salvation 
to all (1 John 2:2), but many purchased tickets will never be 
picked up and used. 
Think of heaven today. Speak of heaven today. Live for heaven 
today. 
[1] Jim Massey. 
[2] The Great Divorce. 1946, p. 72. 
[3] Ray Comfort. 

- Slightly Adapted 


