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Marshall, Texas: Azael & Dinora 

Alvarez 
 
PREACHER TRAINING:  
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Morning	Bible	Class 
Morning	Worship	
Pew	Packers	
Evening	Worship	

9:00	AM 
10:00	AM	
5:30	PM	
6:00	PM	

Tuesday	Ladies	Class	
						(September—May)	

Wednesday	Bible	Class	

10:00	AM	
		

7:00	PM	
	

1

In his historical novel based on the life of 
Lincoln, Gore Vidal pictures a cabinet meeting 
when it was evident that the South would be 
defeated and Lincoln’s advisors began to make 
plans for after the war. When asked how he 
planned to deal with the Rebels, Lincoln said, “I 
will treat them as if they never left.” 
That’s grace.  

Grace is forgiveness that forgets. Grace is favor in absence of merit. Grace is love that 
stoops. With those who do not deserve anything, grace gives everything for nothing 
(Ephesians 2:8–9). 
Donald Barnhouse said, “Love that goes upward is worship; love that goes outward is 
affection; love that stoops is grace.” The Old Testament word for grace (chen) means 
“to bend.” God condescends to men of low estate (cf. Romans 12:17), runs to meet 
sinners (Luke 15:20), and loves the unlovable (Romans 5:6). 
What kind of grace does God have ready for man’s needs? 

THERE IS ABUNDANT GRACE FOR FLAGRANT SINNERS 
NBA basketball teams commit 20.15 fouls in an average game. Once in a while a 
violation is deemed sufficiently dangerous that it is labeled a “flagrant foul.” 
Many sins are committed in an average week, but some—racism, drug addiction, 
prostitution, armed robbery, spouse abuse, alcoholism, molestation, murder, 
compulsive gambling, adultery—society might deem “flagrant” sins. Are such dyed-in-
the-wool sinners salvageable? 
Grace is unaffected by the degree of sin, as Jesus was unaffected by the degree of 
illness in those He healed. 
Grace salvaged the “chief of sinners.” If there had been a tribe of sinners, Paul 
figured he would have been their chief; nonetheless the grace of the Lord was 
“exceeding abundant” toward him (1 Timothy 1:14–15). 
Grace salvaged publicans and sinners. Jesus worked among those shunned by the 
religious elite (Luke 7:34). Although publicans and sinners did not think that religion 
was for them, Jesus taught that “good” people, such as Pharisees, did not have a 
monopoly on religion. In fact, the self-righteous were left out of the kingdom while 
many formerly unrighteous made it (Matthew 21:43). Jesus came not “to call the 
righteous, but sinners to repentance” (Matthew 9:13). 
Grace salvaged pagans and moral delinquents. There was no Las Vegas, Rio, or San 
Francisco in the Roman Empire, but there was a Corinth. Its citizens were widely 
known for immorality. Evangelizing there struck fear into the seasoned heart of the 
veteran missionary Paul (Acts 18:9–10; 1 Corinthians 2:3). Surely, he thought, I’m 
wasting my time here. But the Lord knew what Paul did not. 
Those whose names were written on police records would soon be written in heaven 
(Philippians 4:3); those who frequented bars and bathhouses would soon prefer the 
communion of the Lord’s supper and the Lord’s people. On any given Sunday, on those 
church pews would sit former fornicators, idolaters, adulterers, homosexuals, thieves, 
covetous people, drunkards, revilers, and extortioners (1 Corinthians 6:9–11; cf. 
Colossians 3:5–8; 1 Peter 4:3). 
Gospel teachers recognize that the gospel is powerful enough to reach today’s worst 
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sinners (Romans 1:16). In meekness each patiently instructs 
those who oppose themselves, considering himself and 
thinking that “by the grace of God I am what I am” (2 Timothy 
2:25; Galatians 6:1; 1 Corinthians 15:10). Where might many 
Christians be: 
• If they had not had believing parents; 
• If they had been born into deep poverty; 
• If they had not been taken to Bible classes as a child; 
• If they had an unbelieving spouse; 
• If they had a physical handicap or learning disability; 
• If they had been abused as a child or sexually exploited as a 

teen or adult; 
• If they had a mental illness; 
• If they had suffered from depression; 
• If they had grown up in an area where the church was not 

planted; 
• If they had parents who were alcoholics or drug addicts; 
• If they had not had parents to warn of bad friends or restrain 

from rebelliousness? 
Since “there but by the grace of God go I,” each worker 
reasons, “there by the grace of God, I go” (Mark 16:15–16). 
Sin is powerless against the gospel in a committed heart. 
1. It takes the drunkard from his bottle; 
2. It takes the pornographer from his websites; 
3. It takes the homosexual from his nightclub; 
4. It takes the smoker from her cigarettes; 
5. It takes the thief from his loot; and 
6. It takes the addict from her needle. 
So do not fret if you fall into the “flagrant sinner” category. 
The gospel is for you. The church is for you. God is for you 
(cf. Romans 8:31). Do not judge yourself unworthy of eternal 
life (Acts 13:46). All people everywhere can repent—and all 
people everywhere should repent, for there is coming a day of 
judgment (Acts 17:30–31). 
People can change. Never use the excuse that you have been in 
sin too long. Change may not be easy, but you can do it 
through Christ who will strengthen you (Philippians 4:13). 
Take a step in the right direction, and He will help you finish 
the journey.  

THERE IS NECESSARY GRACE FOR ORDINARY 
SINNERS 

With such grace to offer, one would think that church buildings 
would fill every Sunday and that ministers would have to take 
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appointments to fill requests for baptisms. But there are no lines 
or backlog. Why? 
The reason is that most persons do not understand that they need 
grace. They think, “Bad people need grace, but I’m a pretty 
good person. I’m not perfect, but I’m better than most.” 
Lincoln said, “We have become too self-sufficient to feel the 
necessity of redeeming and preserving grace, too proud to pray 
to the God that made us” (National Day of Prayer proclamation, 
March 30, 1863). Flagrant sinners see themselves as too bad for 
grace, while ordinary sinners see themselves as too good for 
grace. Both are wrong. One overestimates his sinfulness and 
underestimates God’s grace; the other overestimates his 
goodness and underestimates God’s holiness. 
The question is not, “Am I better than other people?” but, “Have 
I ever sinned?” One does not have to feel lost to be lost. One 
does not have to break all of God’s laws to be a lawbreaker; he 
only has to break one: “Whosoever shall keep the whole law, 
and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all” (James 2:10). 
Most criminals in prisons are there on a single conviction. 
Paul discusses the three types of people—the immoral (Romans 
1:18–32), the moral (2:1–6), and the religious (2:17–3:18)—and 
concludes that without Christ each class stands guilty before 
God (Romans 3:23; 6:23). Every person needs grace, for there is 
no one righteous, not even one (Romans 3:9–12). 
Naturally, it is better to be a good person with high morals, but 
when compared to a holy God, any sinner is wretched. “We are 
all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy 
rags” (Isaiah 64:6; cf. 6:5; Luke 5:8). The Empire State building 
is much taller than the FedEx Ship Center next to it. But which 
is closer to the moon? Technically, the top of ESB at 1250 feet 
is closer than the top of FedEx, but does it really matter from 
240,000 miles? In the presence of thousands of miles, there is no 
appreciable difference in hundreds of feet (cf. Isaiah 59:1–2). 
Any sinner is lost. Being a good person does not erase sin. 
Being a nice guy does not mean one will be saved at Judgment. 
Nearly every person saved in the book of Acts was already 
deeply religious or impressively moral. But each was lost 
without the gospel (cf. Acts 2:36; 10:2; 11:14). 
To go to heaven a person must believe in Jesus (Acts 16:31), 
repent of his sins (Luke 13:3), confess Christ (Romans 10:10), 
be baptized to wash away his sins (1 Peter 3:21), and be faithful 
unto death (Revelation 2:10; Titus 2:11–13). Eternity has no 
middle ground: to miss heaven is to go to hell. The way to life is 
narrow, and few there be that find it (Matthew 7:14). Whatever 
else you do in life, be sure to be in that few. 

THERE IS REMEDIAL GRACE FOR PENITENTS 
God gives “more grace” (James 4:6) as we need it. He does not 
deal with us “according to our iniquities” (Psalm 103:10). 
David once fell. He lusted for Bathsheba and murdered Uriah. 
Confronted by Nathan, he repented and pled with God: “Wash 
me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin” 
(Psalm 51:2). God granted him grace (Psalm 32:1). 
An early church member was guilty of scandalous sin—a sexual 
relationship with his father’s wife. Paul instructed the church to 
withdraw its fellowship from him if he did not repent (1 
Corinthians 5). He did not and they did. 
Later, he came to his spiritual senses and repented. Paul wrote 
back of God’s grace and forgiveness, saying church members 
ought now to forgive him, comfort him, and confirm their love 

MEMBERS & VISITORS 
Thank you for being here today.  Your presence encourages us all.  

Please take a moment to complete an attendance card from the pew in 
front of you.   

ATTENDANCE	CARD 
Name:	________________			
Date:	______ 
Address:	__________________	
	 	 	__________________ 

Will B. Heer 
2-Night 

Thank you for helping us as we seek to edify each other 
in the way of the Lord!  

714 Straitway Road 

New Orleans, LA 70131 
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NEEDING CARE & PRAYERS 
Our Members & Visitors.   

Mary Cullum: Is in a mental health facility in Bunkie, LA receiving the psychiatric care 
she needs.  No contact information is available for Mary at this time.   

Sandy Jones: Continues improving physically after being released from West Jeff on 
February 1st.  She & her family request continued prayers for the days & weeks to 
come.  

Chante lle Arabie Bil l Burchett 
John Cul lum Yvette  James   
Sandy Jones The  Landis Family    
Paula Landis James Lie teau   
Lorraine Stephen  
  

Our Shut-In 
Elwanda Piskorik  

Our Family & Friends 
Miche lle, Trist in,  & Cody Brumbaugh: A Christian family near Hattiesburg whose 

home was destroyed in the recent tornado in the area. All family members are safe.  
Karen  Johnson: Neighbor & friend of the Cains; currently undergoing chemotherapy 

after having surgery to remove a growth in December. 
Benjamin Macaluso :  Underwent surgery as doctors work to determine & prevent his 

severe acid reflux.  He is having a difficult recovery. 
Kaiyah Alexander Family  of Mike Burche tt  
Keara  Green & Family Kei th Kreppein   
Family  of Janice Long  Sandra Martin  
Yvette  Milazzo  Adam Rose  

 

PRIVILEGED TO SERVE 
NEXT WEEK 
FEBRUARY 26 

Sunday AM  
Welcome:  

Howard Goodale 
Prayer:  

Paul Macaluso (2) 
Song Lead:  

Howard Goodale 

Wes Arabie 
Mark 14:22-25 

Lord’s Table:  
Ron Landis 

Sermon:  
Scott Cain 

Dismissal:  
Roland Keith 
——————— 

Sunday PM 
Welcome:  

Howard Goodale 
Prayer: 

Don Robinson 
Song Lead:  

Wes Arabie 
Lord’s Table:  

Ron Landis 
Sermon:  

Readings: Mk. 11-12 
Dismissal:  

Ron Landis 
 

THIS WEEK 
FEBRUARY 19 

Sunday AM  
Welcome:  

Steve Tucker 
Prayer:  

Wes Arabie 
Song Lead:  

Howard Goodale 

Roland Keith 
Matthew 27:24-37 

Lord’s Table:  
Ron Landis 

Sermon:  
Scott Cain 

Dismissal:  
Keith Cooper 
——————— 

Sunday PM 
Welcome:  

Steve Tucker 
Prayer: 

Jerome Riddick 
Song Lead:  

Ron Landis 
Lord’s Table:  

Ron Landis 
Sermon:  

Scott Cain 
Dismissal:  

Lee Roland 
 
 

LAST WEEK’S 

RECORD 

Service 
Time 

2016 
Goal 

Last 
Week 

Bible Study 
Sunday AM 
Sunday PM 
Wednesday 

70 
100 
60 
60 

52 
67 
52 
52 

   
Reading 

Plan 
2016 
Goal 

Last 
Week 

Daily Readers 45 36 
Bible in 2017 45 34 
NT in 2017 60 37 

   

	

Please submit all prayer requests in writing to Scott or Melissa Cain.  Please supply regular 
updates on each individual in order to keep our prayer list up-to-date.  For the sake of 
space, any name (except for shut-ins) will be removed after four weeks unless a new update 
is received.  Thank you for helping us all to stay informed of the spiritual & physical needs 
of our members, friends, & family. 

NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS 
UPCOMING EVENTS:     
1. SONG LEADING CLASS: Will meet at 4:30PM.   
2. FELLOWSHIP MEAL: Will be February 19th after PM worship.  Please bring soups, salads, 

sandwiches, and desserts.   
3. LADIES DAY: Hollywood Road will host a ladies day on March 11th.  Please see the News n’ 

Notes board for more details. 
 
WELCOME HOME!: Stephen Goodale has recently returned & has assayed to be a part of Jesus’ 

church that meets at DeGaulle Drive.  We welcome Stephen & look forward to laboring together in 
Christ’s fields! Address: 2720 Collette Dr. Marrero, LA 70072  

Phone: (505) 225-6988 
CONGRATULATIONS!: Eugene & Kindy Carter are eagerly anticipating the arrival of a new baby girl! 

We rejoice with them as they prepare for this wonderful gift from God! 
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toward him (2 Corinthians 2:6–8; cf. Romans 14:1, 19; 15:2, 7; 16:2; 1 Thessalonians 5:11). 
The same welcome awaits returning prodigals today—encouraging words (Ephesians 4:29), invitations for meals and social 
activities, and restoring to active service in the church (2 Timothy 4:11). If you have wandered, come back (Acts 8:22; James 
5:16). You will be welcomed with open arms. 

THERE IS DAILY GRACE FOR ALL 
The grace of God teaches Christians to live soberly, righteously, and godly (Titus 2:11–13). Yet Christians sin (1 John 1:6–10). 
Thus God’s grace requires holy living, and holy living requires God’s grace. 
Most Christians would confess to sins of thought, word, or action each day. They are even unaware of some sins and need grace 
for “secret faults” (Psalm 19:12). 
Secret sins might be 
• Sins we know we commit that others do not know (e.g., hatred or lust in the heart). 
• Sins that others know we commit that we do not know of (e.g., offending someone who did not tell us). 
• Sins unknown to us and others, but known to God (e.g., sins of omission). 
Sin—any sin, all sin—requires grace. How can grace be obtained so frequently? “Come boldly unto the throne of grace” to 
“obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need” (Hebrews 4:16). 

THERE IS BEGINNING GRACE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 
Youth is synonymous with inexperience. Inexperience is synonymous with mistakes. Some mistakes are sinful. We understand 
then why David prayed, “Remember not the sins of my youth” (Psalm 25:7). While teens are often among the most dedicated 
soldiers in God’s army (1 John 2:14), many could join with Jeremiah to confess that “from our youth even unto this day” we 
have not obeyed the Lord (Jeremiah 3:25). 
Youth are capable of enlisting, resisting, and persisting, so available grace and inevitable mistakes are no excuse for bad behavior 
(Romans 6:1–2). Solomon urged, “Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the 
years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them” (Ecclesiastes 12:1). Young faith is pure and exemplary (1 
Timothy 4:12), but when youthful sins come, and penitence follows, God is there with grace. 

THERE IS SUFFICIENT GRACE FOR THE OLD 
Life’s final stretch can be fraught with concern. Senior saints wonder, “Have I done enough? Since death and judgment cannot 
be far off, how will it go for me? When my health goes, who will take care of me? If my mind fails, will people take advantage 
of me?” The psalmist prayed: “Cast me not off in the time of old age; forsake me not when my strength faileth” (Psalm 71:9; cf. 
71:18). 
Grace is reassuring at such times. An aged Paul writing his final book was confident in God’s grace: “I know whom I have 
believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him” (2 Timothy 1:12). When Paul’s body 
was failing, Jesus told him, “My grace is sufficient for thee” (2 Corinthians 12:9). David observed, “I have been young, and now 
am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread” (Psalm 37:25; cf. 92:13–15). 
Justin Holcomb, in On the Grace of God, tells of Abraham Lincoln going to a slave auction. Appalled when he saw a young 
woman on the auction block, Lincoln bid until he won. After paying the auctioneer, he said to her, “You’re free.” 
“Free? What’s that mean?” she asked. 
“It means you are free,” Lincoln answered, “completely free.” 
“Does it mean I can do whatever I want to do?” 
“Yes, free to do whatever you want to do.” 
“Free to say whatever I want to say?” 
“Yes, free to say whatever you want.” 
“Does freedom mean that I can go wherever I want to go?” 
“It means exactly that you can go wherever you want to go.” 
With tears of gratitude, she said, “Then, I think I’ll go with you.” 
This story—perhaps apocryphal—illustrates what God did. He bought us with a costly sum—the life of Jesus (Ephesians 1:7). 
When Jesus paid for us, He set us free—and if the Son “shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed” (John 8:36). 
THE QUESTION REMAINS: WILL YOU GO WITH HIM? 
  

 


