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Morning	Bible	Class 
Morning	Worship	
Pew	Packers	
Evening	Worship	

9:00	AM 
10:00	AM	
5:30	PM	
6:00	PM	

Tuesday	Ladies	Class	
						(September—May)	

Wednesday	Bible	Class	

10:00	AM	
		

7:00	PM	
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The Bible reveals the sins of its heroes as it does its 
villains. Noah got drunk & was uncovered in his tent 
(Genesis 9:21). Abraham lied (twice) (Genesis 12; 
20). Jacob cheated his brother out of his birthright 
(Genesis 27:34-40). Moses struck the rock (Numbers 
20:11). Eli was a bad father (1 Samuel 3:13). David 
committed adultery & murder (2 Samuel 11). 
Solomon’s wives turned his heart from God 

(Nehemiah 13:26). Peter denied (Matthew 26:69-75). Judas betrayed (Luke 22:48). Thomas 
doubted (John 20:27-29). Paul persecuted (Acts 9). 
What sin did Joseph commit? Having trouble coming up with one? You are not alone. 
More space is dedicated to the life of Joseph than any other patriarch. Thirteen chapters of 
Genesis are dedicated to his life (Genesis 37-50), which is more than even Abraham 
(Genesis 12-21). In all those chapters, there is not a single sin marked against his name. 
This does not mean that he did not sin, for all sin (Romans 3:23). It must mean, though, that 
he sinned less than most men, & that his sins were of a more misdemeanor kind than some 
of the other patriarchs & Bible characters. 
In this, Joseph is a foreshadowing of Christ who did no sin, & no guile was found in his 
mouth (1 Peter 2:21-22; Hebrews 4:15; 6:26). 

JOSEPH TEACHES US TO VALUE RIGHTEOUSNESS IN A CULTURE THAT ENJOYS SIN. 
The things written aforetime were written for our learning (Romans 15:4). Joseph teaches 
the importance of living righteously regardless of others’ behavior (Philippians 2:15-16). 
Joseph lived with his brothers, but they were not good influences on him (Genesis 37). He 
served in a house with Potiphar’s wife but was not like her (Genesis 39). He lived in a 
prison with men judged unfit to remain among decent people but did not sink to their level 
(Genesis 40-41). He lived in a pagan land but kept his faith in God (Genesis 39:10). 
Young people growing up in this generation are much like Joseph in Egypt. Like Joseph, 
our young people have been sold into spiritual Egypt—by drug dealers, by moviemakers, 
by TV producers, by textbook writers, by popular musicians, by pornography pushers, & by 
fashion designers. In some ways, today is like the days of Noah when every imagination of 
man’s heart was only evil continually (Genesis 6:5). It is like living in Sodom when 
homosexuals openly parade & make their demands (Genesis 19). It is like living in 
Jerusalem in the apostles’ generation, a crooked & “untoward generation” (Acts 2:41). Gus 
Nichols used to say, “All of us are living in Potiphar’s house. We may not be able to 
destroy Egypt, but we can raise up our boys & girls to be Josephs.” 
God does not make allowances for living among wicked people (Titus 2:11-14). He does 
not grade on a curve because most people are failing His tests. The high standard of the 
gospel was preached unashamedly in the Roman Empire, which was even more wicked 
than our culture. Consider these verses that were first heard in the land of Nero (with a 
modern application): 
• “Awake to righteousness, and sin not” (1 Corinthians 15:34). When we wake in the 

morning, even before our feet hit the floor, we should remember our goal is to go sin-free 
throughout the day. Jesus taught us to pray, “lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil” (Matthew 6:13). 

• “Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he 
cannot sin, because he is born of God” (1 John 3:9). This does not mean Christians never 
sin (cf. 1 John 1:6-10), but it shows that they do not live a life of sin—they do not go 
around sinning carelessly or on purpose. 

• “Every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A 
good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 
Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire” 
(Matthew 7:17-18). In the wake of each day, we are leaving evidence of the veracity of 
our faith. 

Allen Webster 
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The child of God does not commit sin when God’s seed remains 
in him (1 John 3:9; cf. Luke 8:11). As her son left for college, a 
mother gave him a Bible inscribed with these words: “This book 
will keep you from sin; & nothing but sin will keep you from 
this book.” People have hidden Bibles in many places to keep 
them from being confiscated (baked in bread, in pillows), but the 
best place to hide the Bible is in the heart (Psalm 119:11). This 
ensures two things: (1) You will have it when you need it 
(Matthew 4:4-11); &, (2) It is in the place where is can be the 
most effective (Proverbs 4:23; 23:7). 
Joseph had convictions about what was right & wrong. 
The needle of his moral compass pointed strongly toward God. 
His initial response (“How can I …?”) (39:9) shows how 
unthinkable it was to him to fornicate with a married woman. 
Such strength can make one immune to temptation (1 John 
2:14). Let each young person resolve to have such convictions. 
Don’t flirt with temptation. Don’t take a look at sin today, a step 
toward sin tomorrow, & then dabble in sin the third day. Little 
steps lead to big sins. Flee from drink, anger (murder), cursing, 
stealing, lying, gambling, & fornication (1 Corinthians 6:9-12). 
Lustful looks lead to more, given opportunity (Matthew 5:27-
28). Parking, petting, dancing, sexting, & filthy talk are preludes 
to the awful sin of adultery. Treat every woman as you would 
like for your mother or sister to be treated (1 Timothy 5:2). 
(Girls, treat men as you want your brother or father to be 
treated.) 
Joseph knew that God saw his actions (Genesis 39:9). 
Whenever we sin, we do so openly before God (Acts 17:24-38). 
Jonah tried to flee from the presence of the Lord, but found that 
futile (Jonah 1:3). Years ago, a father took his son with him to 
steal chickens. The father looked right, left, behind, & in front to 
make sure no one was watching. His little boy whispered, 
“Daddy, you forgot to look up.” That’s the direction that we 
should never forget to look. A fear of disappointing the Lord is a 
preventive to sin (Exodus 20:20; Proverbs 3:7; Romans 11:22). 
Joseph valued purity over pleasure (Genesis 39:7-12). 
Many foolish trades have been made since Esau exchanged his 
birthright for a mess of pottage (Genesis 25:29-34). Joseph was 
not about to make a similar deal by trading his purity for a few 
minutes’ pleasure. The first rule of those following Jesus is to 
“deny self” & sinful pleasures (Matthew 6:24). Paul wrote, “She 
that liveth in pleasure is dead while she liveth” (1 Timothy 5:6). 
Keep yourself pure for the marriage altar so the pleasure can be 
as God intended it (Hebrews 13:4). While worldly people are 
unashamed of sexual sins (Galatians 5:19-21), & even some 
Christians have a blind spot toward it, we should all memorize 
David’s prayer: “Create a clean heart in me, O God” (Psalm 
51:10), & regularly pray: “Lead us not into temptation” 
(Matthew 6:13). To keep a clean heart, we must fill it with good 
things (Philippians 4:8), & we must control the three avenues 
into it: 
• What we see (including avoiding the beach, pool, & websites 

that lure with skin & flesh) (Matthew 5:28). 
• What we hear (including filthy speech & music). 
• What we read (including racy books, magazines, & blogs). 
Joseph avoided places where it is easy to sin & people who want 
to sin (Genesis 39:12). 
Solomon allowed his wives to turn his heart away from God 
(Nehemiah 13:26). Peter fell victim to peer pressure (Matthew 
26:69-75). We must avoid evil places & companions (Proverbs 
4:15; 1 Corinthians 15:33). 
Had Joseph yielded, he would not have been in prison to 
interpret dreams, summoned by Pharaoh to interpret his dream, 
nor exalted to high office to save his people. How grateful the 
church is for all the “Josephs” left in the land. God is with you, 
as He was with Joseph (Genesis 39:21; Matthew 28:20). 
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• “What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may 
abound? God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any 
longer therein?” (Romans 6:1-2). It is easy to take sin lightly, 
thinking, “I’ll just ask God to forgive me after it is over.” But 
Paul’s strong answer is: God forbid! If our conversion was 
genuine, then the person who used to love to sin was laid to rest in 
a watery grave (Romans 6:1-13). 

• “For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not 
liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another” 
(Galatians 5:13). 

To make this more practical, each might ask, “How long can I go 
without sinning? If Joseph could go thirteen chapters, can I go 13 
days without sin? Can I go 13 hours? 13 minutes?” We must aim 
high. Let each try to set his/her own personal best this week. It is 
better to have an impossible goal (sinless-ness) & try to reach it than 
to have a low goal (be like others) & make it. “Let us go on unto 
perfection” (Hebrews 6:1; cf. Matthew 5:48). 
JOSEPH SHOWS US THAT WE CAN AVOID SIN IN EVERY STAGE & 

CIRCUMSTANCE OF LIFE. 
Some say we cannot expect young people to be righteous, single 
men to be virtuous, or businessmen to be honest. Yet Joseph showed 
a remarkable consistency of high character from youth to old age. 
Joseph avoided the two prominent sins of children: 
• Laziness (Genesis 37:2; 39:4; 40:4). The Jews believed, “He who 

does not teach his son to work, teaches him to steal” (cf. Ephesians 
4:28; Titus 3:10). 

• Disrespect (Genesis 37:2, 10, 13; Luke 2:40, 51-52; Ephesians 6:1-
3). Jacob loved Joseph. Joseph respected Jacob enough to tell him 
when his brothers were behaving against his training (Genesis 
37:7). Even separated from his father, Joseph still lived as Jacob 
had taught him. Young people, remember that wherever you go in 
life, your parents pray for you, have confidence in you, & are 
vested in your spiritual success. Never betray them! 

Joseph avoided the prominent sins of workers: 
• Minimalism (Genesis 37:15-17). Joseph completed the assignment 

his father gave him at Shechem, but since his brothers had moved 
on to Dothan, he followed them there. Military orders carry a 
“Commander’s Intent” that gives the philosophy behind the order 
so soldiers can adjust in the field as needed to finish a mission. 
Workers intent only on a paycheck try to get by with the bare 
minimum instead of doing their best (cf. Ecclesiastes 9:10). 
Joseph’s example is a good one to follow. 

• Betraying a trust (Genesis 39:8; Colossians 3:23). Joseph 
recognized how important it was to honor the trust Potiphar had 
shown in putting him over all household affairs. Workers who 
steal, give poor craftsmanship or service, & talk about superiors 
behind their backs betray trust. 

Joseph avoided the adult sins: 
• Adultery (Genesis 39:8). Joseph could have made excuses—“No 

one will ever know;” “She’s my boss & I can’t disappoint her;” 
“I’ve been done wrong so many times;” “I’m young & far from 
home;” “Everybody else does it”—to join Mrs. Potiphar in a tryst, 
but his faith safely guided him into honor. 

• Lasciviousness (Genesis 39:10). In constantly pursuing Joseph, she 
seems to have suggested alternatives short of adultery. Joseph fled 
every kind of sin; he would not take the first step in its direction. 
He knew that small steps toward sin are slippery & usually cause 
one to fall into the middle of it. “While they promise them liberty, 
they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man 
is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage” (2 Peter 2:19). 

Joseph avoided the common sins of sufferers: 
• Negativism (Genesis 39:4-5, 21-23). 
• Hardheartedness (Genesis 40:6-7). 
• Grudge-holding (Genesis 50:15-21). 

HOW DID JOSEPH AVOID SIN? 
Joseph knew God’s will for his life (Genesis 39:9). 



  

Attendance  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible Reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEEDING CARE & PRAYERS 
Our Members & Visitors.   

Chante lle Arabie:  Is recovering after twisting her ankle on January 29th. 
Sandy Jones:  Was released from West Jeff on Wednesday. We thank God for Sandy’s 

physical improvement.  She & her family request continued prayers for the days & 
weeks to come.  

Paula Landis: Is recovering from a successful gallbladder removal. 
Mary Cullum  Yvette  James   
Sandy Jones The  Landis Family   
James Lie teau  Lorraine Stephen  
  

Our Shut-In 
Elwanda Piskorik  

Our Family & Friends 
Miche lle, Trist in,  & Cody Brumbaugh: A Christian family near Hattiesburg whose 

home was destroyed in the recent tornado in the area. All family members are safe.  
Keara  Green & Family: Friend of Arionne Suazo & daughter of Michael County, the 

Domino’s driver who was killed in Algiers on January 23rd 
Benjamin Macaluso :  Underwent surgery as doctors work to determine & prevent his 

severe acid reflux.  He is having a difficult recovery. 
Kaiyah Alexander Family  of Mike Burche tt  
Kei th Kreppein  Family  of Janice Long  
Sandra Martin Yvette  Milazzo   
Adam Rose  

 

PRIVILEGED TO SERVE 
NEXT WEEK 
FEBRUARY 12 

Sunday AM  
Welcome:  

Wes Arabie 
Prayer:  

Jerome Riddick 
Song Lead:  

Howard Goodale 

Troy Singleton 
Acts 20:28 

Lord’s Table:  
Ron Landis 

Sermon:  
Scott Cain 

Dismissal:  
Paul Macaluso (2) 
——————— 

Sunday PM 
Welcome:  

Wes Arabie 
Prayer: 

Don Robinson 
Song Lead:  

Paul Macaluso (2) 
Lord’s Table:  

Ron Landis 
Sermon:  

Scott Cain 
Dismissal:  

Howard Goodale 
 

THIS WEEK 
FEBRUARY 05 

Sunday AM  
Welcome:  

Howard Goodale 
Prayer:  

Roland Keith 
Song Lead:  

Howard Goodale 

Ron Landis 
Eph. 1:3, 7 

Lord’s Table:  
Ron Landis 

Sermon:  
Scott Cain 

Dismissal:  
John Cullum 
——————— 

Sunday PM 
Welcome:  

Howard Goodale 
Prayer: 

Ron Landis 
Song Lead:  

Scott Cain 
Lord’s Table:  

Ron Landis 
Sermon:  

Wes Arabie 
Dismissal:  

John Cullum 
 
 

LAST WEEK’S 

RECORD 

Service 
Time 

2016 
Goal 

Last 
Week 

Bible Study 
Sunday AM 
Sunday PM 
Wednesday 

70 
100 
60 
60 

53 
78 
47 
46 

   
Reading 

Plan 
2016 
Goal 

Last 
Week 

Daily Readers 45 42 
Bible in 2017 45 30 
NT in 2017 60 36 

   

	

Please submit all prayer requests in writing to Scott or Melissa Cain.  Please supply regular 
updates on each individual in order to keep our prayer list up-to-date.  For the sake of 
space, any name (except for shut-ins) will be removed after four weeks unless a new update 
is received.  Thank you for helping us all to stay informed of the spiritual & physical needs 
of our members, friends, & family. 

NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS 
UPCOMING EVENTS:     
1. SONG LEADING CLASS: Will meet at 4:30PM.   
2. FEBRUARY FELLOWSHIP BANQUET:  February 11th from 5PM to 8PM at Augies Restaurant 

in Harahan. This is for all DeGaulle Drive members & their family members ages 18 & up.  The 
cost is $20 per person. For more information, see the signup sheet in the foyer.  PLEASE SIGN UP 
BEFORE THE FEBRUARY 8 TH DEADLINE. You can give your check to Wes, Howard, or the 
Riddicks.   

3. LADIES DAY: Hollywood Road will host a ladies day on March 11th.  Please see the News n’ 
Notes board for more details.  

 
WORK NIGHT FOR THE MASTER: January’s Work Night produced 342 local mailings, 25 cards 

of encouragement, & four Lesson Two correspondence courses from World Bible School. 



 


