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Childhaven of Cullman, Alabama 
 
Media:  
Gospel Broadcasting Network 
In Search of the Lord’s Way 
The Old Landmarks 
The Truth in Love 
 
MISSIONS:  
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curry.monta@gmail.com 
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PREACHER TRAINING:  
Memphis School of Preaching 

Wes	Arabie	 504-858-2881 
Howard	Goodale	 504-319-3572	
	
	
	
Steve	Tucker	 504-812-2617	
	
	
Scott	Cain	 504-392-4110	
Wes	Arabie	 504-858-2881	
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Morning	Bible	Class 
Morning	Worship	
Pew	Packers	
Evening	Worship	

9:00	AM 
10:00	AM	
5:30	PM	
6:00	PM	

Tuesday	Ladies	Class	
						(September—May)	

Wednesday	Bible	Class	

10:00	AM	
		

7:00	PM	
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Every congregation has a beginning. The church at 
Jerusalem began on Pentecost with the coming of the Holy 
Spirit and the preaching of the apostles (Acts 2). The 
church in Samaria began with Philip’s preaching the word 
(Acts 8). The church at Corinth began with Paul at the end 
of the second missionary journey (Acts 18). 

The church at Philippi began with Paul hearing the 
Macedonian call (Acts 16:9). After the conference in 
Jerusalem regarding whether a man had to be circumcised 
to be saved (Acts 15), Paul and Barnabas decided to visit 
the churches they had established on their first journey to 
confirm them in the faith and tell them of the results of this 
meeting. 

When a dissension arose regarding whether to take John 
Mark with them, Barnabas and Paul separated. Barnabas 

sailed with Mark to Cyprus. Paul and Silas journeyed overland to Derbe, Lystra, and Iconium. 
In Lystra, Timothy joined them as a co-worker. 

The Holy Spirit forbade them to preach in Asia and Bithynia; consequently, they moved farther 
west until they came to Troas. In Troas, Luke joined them (as seen by the “we” passages), and 
Paul had a vision of a man saying, “Come over into Macedonia, and help us” (Acts 16:9). In 
obedience Paul, Silas, Timothy, and Luke went straight through Asia to Macedonia (modern day 
Greece and Turkey). It seems the Lord was in a hurry for the gospel to reach—and make 
converts—in Philippi, an important port city. For the first time the gospel was preached in 
Europe. 

Thus, Paul and Silas continued that mission of the Great Commission (Mark 16:15), as they 
brought the gospel to that godless continent. With the conversion of two households at Philippi, 
a wonderful church was born. This church would be special to Paul the rest of his life: 

• He wrote the Philippians epistle to them about ten years later (ad 61). 
• This congregation supported Paul’s preaching throughout Macedonia and into Achaia 

(Philippians 1:3–5; 4:15–16). 
• They kept up with Paul to his life’s end (Philippians 4:10, 14, 17–18). 

How did the church of Christ begin in Philippi? 

IT BEGAN WITH A FEMALE & A MALE MEMBER, DEMONSTRATING GALATIANS 
3:28. 

When Paul later wrote, “There is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus,” 
perhaps he thought back to this first visit to Philippi when Lydia and the jailer became the first 
members of the first church in Europe. 

What does this mean today? God is just as pleased to see a man respond to the gospel as a 
woman. The church is just as happy to have a female member as a male. Each has a different 
role; each is vital to a successful congregation. In our gender-war world, the church has a 
beautiful opportunity to show mutual love, submission, and pursuit of common goals within our 
own sphere as defined by God’s Word. 

IT BEGAN WITH A SELLER OF PURPOSE (WEALTHY) & A KEEPER OF THE PRISON 
(WORKING CLASS), DEMONSTRATING THE GOSPEL IS FOR EVERY CREATURE 

(MARK 16:15). 
A “seller of purple” (Acts 16:14) meant Lydia sold purple clothes or cloth. At the time, such 
clothes were so expensive they were only worn by royalty and the rich. Roman soldiers clothed 
Jesus in a purple robe before His crucifixion to mock His “royalty” (Mark 15:17). The rich 
man was “clothed in purple and fine linen (Luke 16:19). It would have taken considerable 
capital to purchase these expensive wares for resale. 

Lydia owned her own business, from what we can tell, and when Paul met her, she seems to 
have been away from home on a business trip. She had a second house (perhaps rented)—as 
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opposed to only a room—for her stay in the city. After her conversion, 
she “constrained” the missionaries to use this house as a base of 
operations, so it must have been much larger than needed. Her home 
in Philippi became the place where the new church met (Acts 16:40). 
Since Lydia’s clientele would have been composed of rich people, it is 
likely she was a well-to-do lady cultured in proper manners. 

In contrast to Lydia is the Philippian jailer. His name is not recorded 
(although Luke would have known him well since he remained in 
Philippi and worked with that congregation), perhaps indicating a lack 
of status. His occupation seems to have been the important detail. He 
was “the keeper of the prison” (Acts 16:27). 

There is no record of anything bad about the jailer. In a sense, he was 
a government employee, with all the privileges that came with this 
role. We cannot condemn him for placing Paul and Silas in the inner 
prison, in stocks; securing prisoners was his job. 

From the record, we might surmise some things of him: 

1. He was an obedient, disciplined man. He respected those in 
authority and promptly obeyed orders. 

2. He worked in dark, hot, dusty conditions, with the most debase 
characters of Philippi. 

3. With a clientele of thieves, murderers, and lawbreakers, he was 
likely thick-skinned, rough-necked, coarse, and callous. Keeping 
prisoners is not an office that breeds gentleness. Prison wardens 
are generally men of strong character not prone to manipulation. 
Mental toughness is required to deal with inmates day in, and day 
out. 

4. Some think he was likely a retired Roman soldier who had fought 
in his younger days and then settled down with his family in this 
Roman colony. If so, he had known the sight of blood. 

5. His previous education was non-Christian, if not anti-Christian. 
The ethics of Rome had little in common with the teachings of 
Christ. 

Nonetheless, the gospel triumphed as much in the jailer at Philippi as 
it did in the lady from Thyatira. It won its way into the heart of the 
dealer in purple; it also worked its way into the heart of the dealer in 
crimson. 

IT BEGAN WITH A “CHURCHED” & AN “UNCHURCHED” 
PERSON, ILLUSTRATING THE PARABLES OF THE PEARL & 

THE TREASURE (MATTHEW 13:44-46). 
Arriving in Philippi, the missionaries first visited a river where 
women met to worship God on the Sabbath. Lydia was one of the 
women present that day. From Thyatira, she was likely a Jewish 
proselyte (Gentile convert to the Judaism). 

Lydia was a devout woman who “worshipped God” (Acts 16:13–14), 
although she did not know about Jesus. She immediately became a 
Christian when she heard the gospel. Since it was “at church” that 
Lydia initially heard the good news, believed, and was baptized (Acts 
16:15), today we might call her “churched.” Like the jewel merchant 
in The Pearl of Great Price who was seeking beautiful pearls 
(Matthew 13:45–46), she was seeking God’s truth and salvation. 

WE MIGHT BE TEMPTED TO SAY, “THE GOSPEL JUST DOESN’T 
REACH PEOPLE LIKE IT ONCE DID. . .” 

The Philippian jailer was more like the man who happened upon a 
hidden treasure and happily, immediately bought the field to have the 
riches (Matthew 13:44). From the Scriptures, we cannot determine if 
the jailer was a religious man, but it seems likely he was “un-
churched.” Possibly, it had never entered his mind that he could be 
saved or that he even desired to be saved. Before Paul and Silas 
entered his jail, he had probably never heard of Christians. His 
exposure to the gospel was what he briefly saw in the lives of Paul and 
Silas in prison. Since they were praying and singing while their feet 
were in the stocks (Acts 16:25), he may have heard them before he fell 
asleep. 

When the earthquake hit, he discovered the fragility of his situation. In 
this life-and-death moment, he desperately desired salvation and cried 
out, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” He learned and obeyed the 
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same hour of the night (16:30–34). Lydia was willing to sit through a 
sermon to learn, but the jailer did not need a sermon, only a Bible 
class. 

We might be tempted to say, “The gospel just doesn’t reach people 
like it once did,” but it might be more accurate to say, “We just don’t 
reach people like we once did.” The problem is never with the gospel 
(Romans 1:16); it may be with us, or it may be with the hearers—an 
evil generation does not receive truth well (Acts 2:41; cf. Ezekiel 3:8–
9). Still, even in wicked times, there are “Lydias” and “Philippian 
jailers” within our reach. 

Who would we have predicted to be the better candidate to be a 
Christian—the well-to-do seller of purple or the roughhewn jailer? 
Probably Lydia. In truth, they were equally good prospects, since 
both were both converted. The Lord gives opportunity for salvation to 
individuals looking for it and to those who do not expect conversion. 
We must reach out to both groups. We sing the song “The Gospel Is 
for All”; we must also practice it. “All” includes the following 
prospects: 

• A young person with long hair, abbreviated clothes, and liberal 
political views; 

• A foul-mouthed, redneck coworker or neighbor; 
• An immigrant from the other side of the world; 
• A recovering addict, fresh from jail; 
• An elitist college graduate pulling down six figures a year; 
• A denominational member who is dissatisfied with a church that 

teaches and practices less than the Bible; 
• A cashier at Walmart who is a single mom with two children, 

who is barely making ends meet. 

We limit ourselves if we only go to those who are of our same race, 
nationality, economics, education, politics, and neighborhood. By so 
doing, we may only try to reach ten percent of a city or twenty 
percent of a community. If we might expect to convert and retain 
twenty-five percent (based on the Parable of the Sower, Matthew 13), 
then twenty-five percent of the whole community is much larger than 
twenty-five percent of a small part of it. 

WE LIMIT OURSELVES IF WE ONLY GO TO THOSE WHO ARE 
OF OUR SAME RACE, NATIONALITY, ECONOMICS, 
EDUCATION, POLITICS, AND NEIGHBORHOOD. 

Our greatest success will come from the lower classes of any society 
(1 Corinthians 1:26). It is harder to deliver one from self-
righteousness than from unrighteousness—a frostbitten heart can be 
harder to warm up than a lustful one is to cool down. The gospel can 
do both (Romans 1:16), but the former is harder to convince he needs 
it. 

Terry Townson, preacher for the Curry Church of Christ in Jasper, 
Alabama, responded to a request about their recent evangelism 
successes that illustrates this point: 

We have had several folks from our community obey the gospel in 
the last 12–16 months—folks who have been homeless, drug users, 
even a couple who had spent time in prison. They are poor and 
destitute, but they all have a desire to be Christlike. These folks 
would be looked upon by many (twenty-first century Pharisees) as 
societal outcasts (twenty-first century publicans and sinners); yet, 
these poor sinners responded as did many publicans and sinners in 
Jesus’ day. 

When we reach out to publicans and sinners, there will be challenges. 
They may have bad habits to overcome—even addictions. They may 
lack fine clothes to wear to services—or even modest ones. They may 
need our financial assistance and help finding employment. They may 
have poor social skills. Nonetheless, each is loved by God and desired 
in heaven. Therefore, we love them and help them make it to heaven. 
Solomon wrote, “Where no oxen are, the crib is clean: but much 
increase is by the strength of the ox” (Proverbs 14:4). We could say, 
“Where no new converts are, the church has no problems; but much 
value is found in having new members.” 

  



  

Attendance  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible Reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEEDING CARE & PRAYERS 
Our Members & Visitors.   

James Cobet te:   Is recovering from recent eye surgery.  
Mary Cullum: Is at home & is continuing to improve.    
Sandy Jones:  Is in the hospital at West Jeff in room 4225. 
   
  

Our Shut-In 
Elwanda Piskorik  

Our Family & Friends 
Vauchel le  DeArmas:   Will be deployed to Kuwait on May 11th.   
Mary Jo Knigh t:  Pat Lee’s aunt “Doe Doe” is down to 74 pounds & is now under 

hospice care.  
Benjamin Macaluso :  Underwent surgery as doctors work to determine & prevent his 

severe acid reflux.  He is having a difficult recovery. 
Family  of Betty Suazo: Sister of Charles Suazo; passed away 
Kaiyah Alexander Miche lle, Trist in,  & Cody Brumbaug  
Keara  Green & Family  Kei th Kreppein 
Karen  Johnson Yvette  Milazzo   
Adam Rose  Family  of Audrey Watson 

 

PRIVILEGED TO SERVE 
NEXT WEEK 

APRIL 02 
Sunday AM  

Welcome:  
Howard Goodale 

Prayer:  
Paul Macaluso (2) 

Song Lead:  
Howard Goodale 

Ron Landis 
Mark 15: 6-15 

Lord’s Table:  
Ron Landis 

Sermon:  
Scott Cain 

Dismissal:  
Nicklas Smith 
——————— 

Sunday PM 
Welcome:  

Howard Goodale 
Prayer: 

Wes Arabie 
Song Lead:  

Paul Macaluso (2) 
Lord’s Table:  

Ron Landis 
Sermon:  

Scott Cain 
Dismissal:  

Roland Keith 
 

THIS WEEK 
MARCH 26 

Sunday AM  
Welcome:  

Wes Arabie 
Prayer:  

Roland Keith 
Song Lead:  

Howard Goodale 

Jerome Roddick 
Romans 6:1-10 

Lord’s Table:  
Paul Macaluso (2) 

Sermon:  
Scott Cain 

Dismissal:  
Steven Goodale 
——————— 

Sunday PM 
Welcome:  

Steve Tucker 
Prayer: 

Ron Landis 
Song Lead:  

Wes Arabie 
Lord’s Table:  

Paul Macaluso (2) 
Sermon:  

Readings: Mk 13-14 
Dismissal:  

John Cullum 
 
 

LAST WEEK’S 

RECORD 

Service 
Time 

2016 
Goal 

Last 
Week 

Bible Study 
Sunday AM 
Sunday PM 
Wednesday 

70 
100 
60 
60 

53 
87 
53 
48 

   
Reading 

Plan 
2016 
Goal 

Last 
Week 

Daily Readers 45 37 
Bible in 2017 45 27 
NT in 2017 60 38 

   

	

Please submit all prayer requests in writing to Scott or Melissa Cain.  Please supply regular 
updates on each individual in order to keep our prayer list up-to-date.  For the sake of 
space, any name (except for shut-ins) will be removed after four weeks unless a new update 
is received.  Thank you for helping us all to stay informed of the spiritual & physical needs 
of our members, friends, & family. 

NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS 
UPCOMING EVENTS:     
1. SONG LEADING CLASS: Will meet at 4:30PM.   
2. FELLOWSHIP MEAL: TODAY after AM worship. Last names M-Z have setup & cleanup.   
3. WORK DAY: April 8th at 9AM. Please plan to enjoy the fellowship as we labor together tending to 

a few items of upkeep around the church building. 
4. FRIENDS & FAMILY DAY:  Will kick off our spring meeting on April 23rd.  We will have a 

fellowship meal following morning worship.   
5. DEGAULLE DRIVE GOSPEL MEETING:  Will be April 24th -27th with guest speaker Paul Sain.   

WELCOME!: We happily announce that Nicklas, Chanel, & Ascher Smith desire to be counted 
among the laborers at DeGaulle Drive. Please meet & welcome them.  
Address:  105 Westchester Pl., NOLA 70131  Phone: 504-451-4836 

WORK NIGHT FOR THE MASTER: March’s work night yielded 326 local mailings, 22 cards of 
encouragement, & 18 World Bible School studies.  We thank God for all who participated. 

BIBLE CALL: Bible Call in February received 24 calls for 2 hours & 22 minutes listening time. 



 

2 ND ANNUAL  
DEGAULLE DRIVE  

CHURCH OF CHRIST  

FAMILY 
RETREAT 
AUGUST 10TH-12TH 

Fontainebleau State Park. 

This Family Retreat is free of charge & is 
open to all members of the DeGaulle Drive 

Church of Christ.   

Please plan to be part of this wonderful 
weekend of fellowship. 

2 ND ANNUAL  
DEGAULLE DRIVE 

 CHURCH OF CHRIST  

MEN’S LEADERSHIP 

RETREAT 
OCTOBER 12TH-14TH  

Berry Creek Cabins, Bogalusa, LA 

The	Earlier,	the	Better!	
Thursday,	October	12th,	will	be	a	day	of	fellowship,	preparation,	

&	enjoying	the	area.	Come	out	early	&	have	some	fun!	

All	are	encouraged	to	to	arrive	AS	EARLY	AS	POSSIBLE	on	Friday,	
October	13th,	as	we	will	look	at	how	each	of	us	can	become	the	

leader	God	wants	us	to	be!	

Don’t miss out on this weekend of 
fellowship & leadership. 


