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Paul gave Titus a monumental task: “For this cause left I 
thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things 
that are wanting, and ordain elders in every city, as I had 
appointed thee” (Titus 1:5). 

 
What was so monumental about Titus’s task of 
identifying men qualified to serve as elders? 

 
The word “elders” is translated from presbuteros, which has been transliterated into 
English as “presbyter.” A man serving as an “elder” could also be called a “bishop,” 
translated from episkopos & meaning “overseer.” These “elders” & “bishops” could be 
described by a third term. Encouraging the elders of Ephesus, who had been made 
“overseers” (episkopos, bishops) by the Holy Ghost (Acts 20:17, 28), Paul exhorted 
these “elders” and “bishops” to “feed the church of God” (Acts 20:28). The word 
translated “feed” is the verb poimaino, which literally means “to tend as a shepherd.” 
Peter wrote the same word when telling “elders” to practice “oversight” of the local 
church, instructing them, “Feed the flock of God which is among you” (1 Peter 5:2). 
No less than two apostles told “elders” and “bishops” to “feed,” that is, to be shepherds 
of the local congregations. The noun form of poimaino is poimen, & of its eighteen 
occurrences in the New Testament, it is translated “shepherd” seventeen times & 
“pastor” once. Elders are presbyters are bishops are overseers are pastors are shepherds, 
& Titus was to appoint them in every congregation. 

 
So why was this such a monumental task? It was monumental because Titus was to 
identify the men who were qualified to serve as “elders” (presbyters), “bishops” 
(overseers), & “pastors” (shepherds) in the local churches. This would be the body of 
individuals who were to “rule” in the local congregation (1 Timothy 5:17). Their lot 
would be to guard, guide, & grow the flock of God (Acts 20:28). They would be 
responsible for laboring, leading, & admonishing (1 Thessalonians 5:12-13), for being 
teachers of the Word, examples of the faith, & watchmen for souls (Hebrews 13:7, 17). 
These individuals would be in a position to shape the future of the local church & the 
eternity of the local souls.  

 
President James A. Garfield was an elder before being elected. Shortly before his 
inauguration, he reportedly said, “I resign the highest office in the land to become 
President of the United States.” 

 
Titus was to appoint elders in every church on Crete: his task was monumental indeed. 

 
Did Paul leave Titus with this grave responsibility & expect him to play eeny-meeny-
miny-moe? Thankfully, no. The apostle left the preacher a list of qualifications for the 
office. Incidentally, he supplied Timothy with a strikingly similar list (1 Timothy 3:1-
7). Combined with Scripture records concerning elders in Acts 20, 1 Thessalonians 5, 
Hebrews 13, & 1 Peter 5, saints today have a comprehensive compendium giving the 
qualifications & duties of the highest office mortal men can hold. 

 
Primarily using Paul’s words to Titus, consider what it takes to make an elder. 

 
…set in order the things that are wanting, and ordain elders in every city, as I 
had appointed thee: If any be blameless, the husband of one wife, having 
faithful children not accused of riot or unruly. For a bishop must be blameless, 
as the steward of God; not selfwilled, not soon angry, not given to wine, no 
striker, not given to filthy lucre; But a lover of hospitality, a lover of good men, 
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reproach)? Elders are human & are susceptible to sin, thus 
sinless perfection is not what is commanded, but they must 
have the wisdom to avoid sin & the heart to confess it & 
forsake it when & if they stumble (1 John 1:6-10).  

 
The co-requisite nature of these qualifications goes beyond 
preventing reproach & false leadership in the church: it 
reflects the Lord’s knowledge of what godly leaders need to 
do their jobs as effectively as possible. These requirements are 
more than a screening process; they are the characteristics of a 
life with minimum distractions & maximum tools to lead. The 
distractions are minimized by those requirements that limit the 
situations that could unnecessarily dominate an elder’s 
attention & cause congregational oversight to be neglected. 
The tools are maximized by those requirements that have 
developed a man’s ability to oversee & serve a congregation 
of Christ’s people. An overseer must have limited sin in his 
life, must have proven himself as a Christian & as a leader, & 
he must have a life with minimal distractions & the abundance 
of tools God’s word requires for His service. As such, the co-
requisite nature of the elders’ qualifications is not isolated to 
the area of moral considerations. All qualifications are both 
prerequisite & co-requisite. 
 
“If any be blameless…” Perhaps the most overlooked word 
in this verse is “if.” Being appointed to the office of an elder 
is contingent upon the criteria that follow. If those criteria are 
not met, then the person is not qualified for the office. 

 
The word translated “blameless” indicates a person that is not 
accusable or chargeable. A blameless person does not have 
legitimate accusations or complaints levied against him, 
including accusations of failing to meet any of the other 
requirements for the office. When an unqualified man insists 
on holding this divinely appointed office, he violates God’s 
word by demanding a position for which God has deemed him 
unsuitable. Paul also told Timothy that bishops are to be 
“blameless,” using a different word that indicates a person 
who is not able to be arrested. Not accusable. Not arrestable. 
An overseer in Christ’s church must be of utmost reputation & 
character. 

 
“…the husband of one wife…” Burton Coffman wrote, 
“There can be no doubt that the heads of families were alone 
considered suitable material from among whom the 
appointment of elders was to be made, as indicated by the 
entire context.” The idea of absolute celibacy & abstinence 
from marriage was completely foreign to the teaching of the 
apostles. In fact, Paul pointed out to the Corinthians that the 
apostles had the same privilege of being married that all other 
scripturally eligible people enjoyed (1 Corinthians 9:5). The 
requirement of being the husband of one wife clearly 
prevented polygamists from being elders. The literal wording 
of the phrase is “a man of one woman.” A man in a 
monogamous relationship outside of marriage would also be 
excluded because such is a reproach (1 Corinthians 6:18; 7:2).   

 
This requirement would exempts women from being elders, 
since an elder is to be “a man of one woman,” not a person of 
one spouse. This position is gender specific: an elder must be 
a man. This distinction reflects God’s desire for the roles of 
men and women in the church (1 Timothy 2:8-14).   
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sober, just, holy, temperate; Holding fast the faithful 
word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by 
sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the 
gainsayers (Titus 1:5-9). 

 
Notice first that Titus was to ordain elders, not an elder, in every 
city (Titus 1:5). Only one New Testament example shows one 
man lording over a congregation of Christ’s people, & that was 
condemned (3 John 9-10). Quickly glance at the endless scandals 
of denominational “pastors” taking liberties with their churches’ 
finances or their churches’ females, & it shows the dangers of 
exalting one man over any body of religious people as a matter of 
doctrine. Quickly glance at the endless scandals concerning 
preachers or elders in the Lord’s church taking liberties in the 
same areas of temptation, & it shows the dangers when one man 
is exalted over any body of God’s people, not as an official 
doctrine, but as a general practice. 
 
Titus was to “ordain,” or appoint, elders. This did not authorize 
Titus to determine who would hold the office of elder based upon 
his personal judgment. Instead, it charged Titus with locating & 
appointing those men who were qualified, & this appointment 
was done by proxy. The Holy Spirit makes men overseers of a 
congregation, not a preacher (Acts 20:28). The standard for 
qualifications comes from God. So it was then, & so it remains 
today. 
 
These qualifications were not new to Titus. Paul had left him 
with specific instructions, including the ordination of elders. If 
these ideas were new to Titus, then how was he performing his 
duties between Paul’s departure & his sending of this letter? Just 
as Paul warned Timothy against being hasty in making these 
appointments (1 Timothy 5:22), the apostle certainly left Titus 
with the tools & information he needed to accomplish his 
mission. Paul’s words here were a reminder for Titus, which 
explains why he did not pen a comprehensive list of all the 
eldership qualifications found throughout the New Testament: if 
Paul did not list it, Titus already knew it.  
 
Every qualification for an elder is prerequisite: he must possess 
these qualities before holding the office. Paul told Timothy that 
deacons were to meet the requirements before they could serve: 
“let these also first be proved, then let them use the office” (1 
Timothy 3:10). By saying that deacons were also to be proven & 
then appointed, the apostle alluded to a previously-mentioned 
position requiring the same order of qualification first, the 
ordination: the office of the bishop (1 Timothy 3:1-7). For men to 
become overseers of the local flock, they must already have 
demonstrated a history of righteousness & godliness in life as 
well as an effectiveness in leadership & teaching. 
 
Elders’ qualifications are also co-requisite. This is no perpetual 
position extending over duration of a man’s life. An individual is 
only eligible to be an elder as long as the qualifications continue 
to be met. Elders are immune neither from sin nor from rebuke (1 
Timothy 5:19-20). The Ephesian elders were warned that false 
teachers would rise from among their number (Acts 20:30): such 
wolves from among the eldership have become the very danger 
against which elders are to defend (Acts 20:28-29; Titus 1:9). 
Should an elder who no longer meets the office’s qualifications 
be allowed to retain his position? Should a man who was fully 
qualified upon his appointment continue to hold the position if he 
later becomes given to wine (Titus 1:7)? Should one who causes 
strife, discord, & division retain his office despite his heresy 
(Titus 3:9-11)? Would such a one still be “blameless” (above 
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position of a steward (oikonomos) as one “to whom the head 
of the house of proprietor has entrusted the management of his 
affairs, the care of receipts and expenditures, and the duty of 
dealing out the proper portion to every servant and even to the 
children not yet of age.” The church is the house of God (1 
Timothy 3:15), & the elders are those upon whom the 
responsibility placed of overseeing that sacred house. As 
stewards, elders must give an account for their work (Luke 
12:42-48; Hebrews 13:17). 

 
In further describing the stewards of God’s house, Paul lists 
pertinent restrictions & then necessary commendations. 

 
“…not selfwilled…” Self-willed leaders refuse to listen to 
reason or facts, but operate solely on personal prejudices, 
opinions, & judgments. The word translated self-willed, 
authadēs, indicates one who is self-pleasing & arrogant.  
There is no room for a person who lets the power go to his 
head in overseeing the Lord’s church, because all power for 
the church is already in the hands of the church’s head, Jesus 
Christ (Matthew 28:18; Colossians 1:18). 

 
“…not soon angry…” An authority figure with a quick 
temper is more detrimental than beneficial (Proverbs 15:18). 
Solomon praised those with control of their tempers over 
those who were effective warriors (Proverbs 16:32). Not only 
must a leader in the Lord’s church have control over his house 
(1 Timothy 3:4-5), he must also have control of himself.   

 
This does not mean that an elder can never be angry. “Be ye 
angry, and sin not…” (Ephesians 4:26). Jesus was angry with 
the heartless hypocrites in the synagogue (Mark 3:5). It is 
doubtful that He was smiling & jovial on either of the 
occasions when He cast the money changers out of the temple 
(John 2:14-15; Matthew 21:12). Elders are permitted become 
angry, but not at the drop of a hat: only with sufficient cause 
& after sufficiently showing longsuffering in the situation. 

 
“…not given to wine…” The ASV translated this phrase “no 
brawler.” This is a continued expectation of self-control on 
the part of a would-be bishop. Paul literally prohibited against 
those who “stay near wine.” An elder cannot be a person who 
enjoys the use of alcohol.  Alcohol impairs judgment, & 
sound judgment is not a commodity to be compromised by 
one in such a position (Proverbs 31:4-5). 
 
“…no striker…”  Paul continues in the description of self-
control. A striker would be one who was quarrelsome, even to 
the point of engaging in regular physical confrontations. Such 
a one would lead, not by example, but by threat of violence. 
Let it never be so in Christ’s church. 

 
“…not given to filthy lucre…” An elder cannot be a seeker 
of ill-gotten gain. Any man willing to lie, cheat, steal, or in 
any other way compromise God’s commands for the purpose 
of finance is not fit to be put in a position of authority among 
the righteous. Coffman applied this description to all “whose 
chief end in life is the acquisition of wealth.”  

 
“But a lover of hospitality…” The word “but” shows a 
contrast between the prohibitions previously mentioned & the 
commendations about to be expounded.  
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“…having faithful children not accused of riot or unruly.” 
Faithful is translated from the Greek pistos.  According to 
Thayer, the New Testament usage of this word means “one who 
has become convinced that Jesus is the Messiah and the author of 
salvation; a believer.” Many argue that Paul’s implication was for 
the children to be faithful and obedient to the parent. While it is 
agreed that such is included in this admonition, the implications 
reach much farther. More is expected here than a parent who has 
been effective in controlling young children, since the word 
children is not isolated to young children, but rather indicates 
immediate descendants or offspring. A man that would be an 
overseer for God must have shown himself able to oversee his 
own house, otherwise he has no business attempting to serve as a 
shepherd in God’s house (1 Timothy 3:4-5). Such a man would 
have reared his children in the nurture & the admonition of the 
Lord (Ephesians 6:4). If a man has done this & his children of 
reasonable age have not obeyed the gospel, then his children 
obey neither their father nor the Lord, & as such disqualify their 
father from the office of an overseer.   

 
Every child has individual choices to make & an individual 
personality that may be out of the parents’ hands. Children are to 
be brought up and trained in the way that they are bent, or more 
clearly stated, in the direction that best fits their specific abilities, 
interests, & personalities (Proverbs 22:6). Countless parents have 
done all within their power to supply their children with proper 
training, yet their children eventually refused to accept God’s 
will. Such parents need encouragement & sympathetic ears, but 
this does not justify neglecting God’s Word if that disappointed 
father seeks to become an elder. God has spoken: if the child is 
unruly, the father is not qualified.  

 
Does the word children mean more than one? On this & any 
other subject, the best commentary for the Word of God is none 
other than the Word of God. Sarah only bore Abraham one son: 
Isaac. After Isaac’s birth, Sarah was able to say that she had 
given children suck (Genesis 21:7). Parents with one child 
answer “Yes” when asked if they have children. Only one child is 
necessary for this requirement, as long as that child is faithful.  
 
What about a faithful Christian husband who, for reasons beyond 
his control, has never had children? Aperson’s inability to change 
a situation does not render a requirement of God invalid.  Just as 
scripture explicitly requires a man to have a spouse, so also he is 
expected to have children.  Though it was out of his control, he 
nevertheless lacks the necessary experience of ruling his children 
& his own house well, & therefore does not have the experience 
required to oversee a congregation of the Lord’s church (1 
Timothy 3:4-5). 

 
“For the bishop must be blameless…” Paul used the terms 
“bishop” & “elder” synonymously: the office of a bishop & the 
office of an elder are the same office. Paul mentions “blameless” 
for a second time, showing the importance of this quality. The 
word “must” (dei) indicates a necessity. For a bishop to be 
blameless was no suggestion, it was an imperative command 
from an apostle’s mouth. 

 
“…as the steward of God…” All who have obeyed the gospel 
are to be servants of Christ (Romans 6:16-18), & all are to be 
stewards of God’s grace (1 Peter 4:10). Elders, however, hold the 
position of a special form of servant. Thayer described the 
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Hospitality is more than a willingness to invite company to dinner. Hospitality includes making visitors to the services feel 
welcome. Hospitality includes seeing to the needs of the sick, visiting the hospitalized, & a host of other activities that 
demonstrate the kindness of those who truly seek to be Christ-like. 

 
“…a lover of good men…” The ASV translates this phrase “a lover of good.” The Greek word philagathos literally means 
fond of good or a promoter of virtue.  One who promotes virtue would certainly promote those who perform virtue. 

 
“…sober, just, holy…” Sobriety such as Paul discussed here implies a measure of discretion inherent in a person. This 
individual can correctly discern between what is proper & what is only pleasurable. An elder knows the proper time to be 
lighthearted & when to be serious. One with this description of sober is a person with a fully recognized duty to self. 

 
A just person is both innocent & fair. He demonstrates integrity in his relationships & interactions with others. A just person 
recognizes one’s duty others. 

 
A holy person seeks righteousness. He has sought to hallow himself before the Creator by living a life of service to Him.  One 
who seeks to be holy recognizes his duty to God. 

 
The person with these three qualities (sober, just, & holy) lives a dedicated life of service to self, toward others, & toward 
God. The elder must possess all three. 

 
“…temperate…” Here Paul expands his previous words concerning self-control. A person who is wholly temperate not only 
refrains from fights & wine, but also controls, as Lipscomb noted, “his tongue, his eyes, and his hands.”  This person practices 
righteous moderation in all areas of life. 

 
“Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught…” An elder has been a student & in many ways continues to be a 
student, but he must also have a solid grasp of God’s word. Paul warned Timothy against allowing novices to assume the 
responsibility of an elder (1 Timothy 3:6). A novice would be one who was still unfamiliar with God’s word on the whole, 
whereas an elder was to be so familiar with the word as to be able to hold fast & defend it. While this should be true of all 
Christians (1 Peter 3:15), this should be especially true of the stewards into whose hand is given oversight of all things 
pertaining to the flock, including teaching. Coffman noted, “The primary duty of elders, namely, that of watching over and 
protecting the flock of God, requires that they be students of the holy scriptures, having a broad knowledge of what is and 
what is not sound doctrine.” This elaborates upon Paul’s words to Timothy concerning “apt to teach” (1 Timothy 3:2). 

 
“…that he may be able both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers.” Here Paul explains why elders must hold fast the 
faithful word & be apt to teach: it is the duty of the elders to protect the flock from the predators that threaten to divide and 
devour.  Paul’s words to the Ephesian elders provide a suitable commentary:  
 

“Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am pure from the blood of all men. For I have not shunned 
to declare unto you all the counsel of God. Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over 
the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which He hath purchased 
with His own blood. For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, 
not sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away 
disciples after them. Therefore watch, and remember that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn 
every one night and day with tears” (Acts 20:26-31). 

 
Paul had set the example of declaring the whole counsel of God. The elders were to follow this example. In doing so, they 
were to be prepared to battle the grievous wolves. Paul’s words to Titus show two methods by which elders were to confront 
the dangers to the flock: exhort & convince. By exhorting, they were respectfully to implore, entreat, & plead in hopes of 
eradicating false doctrine by appealing to the false teacher’s heart. This was to be the first resort.  If the exhortation did not 
work, they were to convince the gainsayers. This convincing involved declaration of the fault with rebuke or reproof. Paul 
later instructed Titus on the proper treatment of a heretic that refused to forfeit his false doctrine (Titus 3:10). 

 
The qualifications listed in Paul’s letter to Titus are not comprehensive. Consider the following qualifications found elsewhere 
in the New Testament. 

 
Elders must have a desire to serve willingly, not because they feel forced to serve (1 Timothy 3:1; 1 Peter 5:2). A presbyter 
must be “vigilant,” that is, watchful & serious (1 Timothy 3:2). Bishops are men “of good behavior” who are orderly & 
respectable (1 Timothy 3:2). Overseers must be “patient,” or more clearly described, gentle (1 Timothy 3:3). Pastors are not to 
be “brawlers” who are always looking for a dispute, but peaceable (1 Timothy 3:3). Shepherds cannot be “covetous” lovers of 
money, for then their leadership is always for sale (1 Timothy 3:3; Proverbs 29:4). Elders are to have “a good report of them 
which are without,” describing their good reputation with those outside of the church (1 Timothy 3:7). 
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More Questions on the Issue 
 

Elders’ qualifications seem simple & straightforward enough, until “special circumstances” tend to complicate brethren’s 
understanding. Consider a few of the more regularly questioned scenarios.  

 
1. Is a man prohibited from serving in the position of an elder if he has been married more than once, even if his current 

marriage is a scripturally authorized union? 
Obviously, the man who is in a scripturally forbidden marriage is not above reproach (Matthew 19:9), & thereby unfit for 
the office of an elder. However, the individual who is a widower, or who has put away an adulterous wife, & 
subsequently remarried constitutes another situation altogether.   
 
God only permits an individual to remarry in two circumstances: the death of a spouse (1 Corinthians 7:39), & the putting 
away of an unfaithful spouse because of fornication (Matthew 19:9). In both cases, the remarried individual is justified in 
having a subsequent union with a new spouse. If God’s Word recognizes such marriages as legitimate, so must God’s 
people, & thus Christians cannot object to a justifiably remarried individual serving as an elder. Of course, this assumes 
that the subsequent spouse is a faithful Christian woman who meets the requirements for the wives of elders & deacons (1 
Timothy 3:10). 
 
As mentioned previously, the conditions for the office of an elder are both prerequisite & co-requisite; this includes the 
requirement of being a man of one woman. The faithful husband of one wife in a marriage authorized & recognized by 
God meets the stipulation. The question may be raised as to whether a person can still be considered to be married to a 
spouse who is deceased. This consideration is addressed in the answer to the next question.  

 
2. Is it necessary for a faithful elder to forfeit the office in the event of his wife’s death? 

This is a difficult time in the life of a faithful Christian man. As a man qualified for the office of elder, he has undoubtedly 
lived a life of faithfulness to the Lord & to his wife. Unless he has been justifiably remarried later in life, such a man is 
without both his lifelong companion & the mother of his children. He faces the challenge of adapting to life without his 
constant friend. Regardless of his position in the church, this man deserves the sympathetic care & attention of those who 
love him, & the congregation in which he has faithfully served must lead the effort to comfort such a man.  
 
A wise man rightly said, “For a man to be required to leave the office of an elder because of the death of his wife adds 
sorrow upon sorrow.” However, compliance to God’s commands cannot be determined by what feels right to a man 
(Proverbs 14:12; Jeremiah 10:23). While the office of an elder is a position of honorable service, it is also a position of 
grave responsibility. Scripture never authorizes the abandonment of God’s word based upon emotional difficulty. One 
with a fear of water must still be baptized to obey the gospel (Mark 16:16). Despite emotional & physical attachment, an 
individual cannot remain in an unapproved marriage & be pleasing to God (Matthew 19:9; Ezra 10:3, 10:44). As difficult 
as it may sometimes seem to comply with God’s word, the difficulty does not justify compromise or alteration of the 
commands.    
 
Another question involves whether a marriage ends at death. The common sentiment among those who have laid a spouse 
to rest is, “She will always be my wife,” or, “He will always be my husband.” A surviving spouse who says this means it 
wholeheartedly. Let none question the emotion & devotion of such loyal souls. Emotionally, the surviving spouse will 
still feel like he is married for many years, perhaps for the remainder of his days, & there is absolutely nothing wrong 
with such devotion. 
But in discussing elders’ qualifications, the church must follow what God says on the subject. Spouses are bound for as 
long as both live (Romans 7:2). Speaking spiritually (not emotionally), God recognizes a marriage as ended upon the 
death of a spouse, meaning that the surviving husband, while still bound to his late bride emotionally, is no longer bound 
to her by the law of God.  
 
Is a man whose wife dies still the husband of one wife? While it may be true that the man was previously the husband of 
one wife, & also that she was the only wife he ever had, Paul’s requirements to Titus were not given in past tense. In 
writing to Timothy & to Titus, Paul defined that a bishop was to “be blameless, the husband of one wife…” (1 Timothy 
3:2; Titus 1:6). Paul did not say that the elder “must have been,” nor that he “must be or have been;” instead, his words 
indicated a current state of marriage to one woman.  
 
The argument is often made concerning the relationship of parents with deceased children. If a man has two children, & 
both are killed in an automobile accident, is he still a parent? Few people would be willing to say that the man is no 
longer a parent. The rationale claims that if a parent is still a parent to a deceased child, then a spouse is still a spouse to a 
deceased spouse; this would render an unmarried widower as still qualified for the position of an elder. There is a problem 
with this logic; the relationship between parents & children is not equivalent to the relationship between husbands & 
wives, neither in this life nor in the next. In death the rich man recognized his lineage from Abraham & acknowledged his 
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an individual can no longer serve the Lord in a previous 
capacity does not mean that he cannot continue to serve 
the Lord. It is not a matter of what is & what is not 
within a man’s control; the requirements for overseer 
surpass such considerations. It is out of a pilot’s control 
as to whether the specified height & vision requirements 
to fly fighter planes are met. If one is too tall, too short, 
or too poor in vision, that pilot is not permitted to fly the 
plane. This is not a punishment, but rather a qualification 
which only permits those to perform the duty who 
possess the necessary experience and tools for that duty. 
 
In an effort to understanding what is accomplished by the 
requirement for an elder to be married, consider what is 
gained by the presence of a wife. Recall that the 
requirements of an elder are prerequisites which establish 
a man’s background & experience. The requirements are 
also co-requisites which reduce distraction while 
maximizing the necessary tools the man serving in the 
position possesses; these tools are used to perform the 
duties of the office. As true as it may be that a marriage 
of thirty years indicates the faithfulness & leadership 
abilities of a man, leadership training is not the only tool 
gained by marriage. The man without a wife is the man 
without his help-meet, & it was for this purpose that 
woman was created (Genesis 2:18-25). No man wise 
enough to qualify for the office of an elder would be 
foolish enough to call his wife useless, yet that is exactly 
what is claimed when souls argue the death of an elder’s 
wife does not affect his ability to perform the duties of 
the office. The elders are not only required to have wives, 
but, like deacons wives, elders’ wives must meet specific 
requirements as well (1 Timothy 3:11). An elder without 
a wife is an elder that must seek someone else to visit 
with him if he goes to the home of a single lady in the 
congregation, otherwise he puts himself into a position 
that cultivates suspicion. An elder without a wife is an 
elder without the feminine perspective that can often 
detect changes in other people to which men are totally 
blind. 

 
An elder without a wife is a man without his right hand. He 
needs to grieve & to heal. 

 
3. Is a man who has outlived all of his faithful children still 

considered a parent and qualified for the office despite 
the absence of living children (I Tim. 3:4-5; Titus 1:6)? 
The answer to this question appears to be “Yes.” For 
more explanation, see the notes above under Question #2 
concerning the relationships between deceased relatives. 

 
  
While countless other questions exist, these have been 
discussed in an effort to demonstrate the nature of some of 
the issues raised concerning elders’ qualifications. Hopefully 
this has been beneficial getting an understanding of the 
issues, & perhaps the thoughts discussed will assist other 
students in studying other questions related to the matter.  
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earthly father’s house (Luke 16:24-28). As already noted, 
marriage ends at the death of the spouse (Romans 7:2). While 
it appears that there remains a parentage relationship that is 
recognized in the spiritual realm, it is also clearly taught that 
marriages are not recognized once a soul departs from the 
physical world. To declare that a man is still bound by God’s 
law to his deceased wife rejects the words of the Master 
(Matthew 22:30). Let it be emphasized again: these 
observations are not intended to devalue the continued love 
felt toward a departed spouse, but simply to note scripture’s 
teaching on the condition of the marital relationship after a 
spouse’s death so as to determine who is & who is not 
Biblically qualified to serve as an elder. 
 
If the view is taken that a man continues to be the husband of 
one wife after becoming a widower, some interesting 
questions arise. If this elder is still married to his deceased 
spouse, & thereby still qualified for the office, is he not 
showing unfaithfulness to his deceased wife if he begins to 
date another woman, or is he a single man socially & a 
married man religiously? If a widower who has yet to 
remarry is still considered the husband of one wife, would he 
be qualified for the position of elder upon becoming 
remarried? If he continued to be a husband of one wife after 
the death of the first, would a second marriage not make him 
the husband of two wives? At what point does a man cease 
being married to the departed wife & begin being married to 
the new wife? Is this change instantaneous, or is there a brief 
period of time when he is actually either the husband of zero 
wives or of two wives? What about a widower who has yet to 
be appointed to the office of the eldership; is he qualified to 
be appointed to the office initially even though he does not 
have a wife? If not, what is the difference between this man 
& the man who lost his wife while serving in the capacity of 
an elder? As stated before, the requirements are both 
prerequisite & co-requisite. Therefore, if a widowed elder 
remains qualified for the position after the death of his wife, 
then a widower who has never held the office nonetheless 
meets the qualification despite the absence of his wife. 
 
Let none be so flippant, deliberate or not, as to assume that 
God did not foresee such a situation & therefore did not give 
ample instruction. The Creator of the universe has given 
mankind all that is needed (2 Peter 1:3). It is up to Christians 
to live according to what is learned from the word which is 
given; such is sufficient to make men perfect (2 Timothy 
3:16-17). It is not the responsibility of mankind to determine 
the reasons for God’s instructions, but merely to obey them.  
 
Another thought worth considering is the fact that the death 
of a man’s wife is beyond his control, & therefore neither 
fault nor punishment should be placed upon him because of 
the circumstance. No dispute is given against the fact that the 
situation is beyond the control of the man. However, the 
inability to change a circumstance does not warrant the 
omission of a requirement of God’s word. Being unable to 
serve in a certain position in the church is not necessarily a 
punishment. Paul taught the Corinthians that each member 
has a task to perform, & those tasks vary from person to 
person (1 Corinthians 12:14-20).  The function of each 
member of the body is done to please the Lord (1 Corinthians 
12:18), not for the glory & honor of individuals. Just because 
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NEEDING CARE & PRAYERS 
Our Members & Visitors.   

Hunter Cain:   Received an official diagnosis of Sjogren’s Syndrome.  \A new course of 
treatment is already showing good results. Please pray that progress continues.    

Mary Cullum  Sandy Jones 
Pat Lee   

Our Shut-In 
Elwanda Piskorik  

Our Family & Friends 
Mary El len  Moore:  Niece of Margaret Spahr; the exploratory surgery went well & they 

are waiting for further tests.   
Kaiyah Alexander Luis Durango 
Dawn Gil lespie Karen  Johnson 
Kei th Kreppein Mary Jo Knigh t  
Family  of John Ledette  Benjamin  Macaluso  
Sandra Martin  Yvette  Milazzo  
Adam Rose  Erin Torres  
 
 

Our Deployed Military Personel 
Vauchel le  DeArmas:   Was deployed to Kuwait on May 11th.   
 

 

PRIVILEGED TO SERVE 
NEXT WEEK 

MAY 28 
Sunday AM  

Welcome:  
Wes Arabie 

Prayer:  
Jeorme Riddick 

Song Lead:  
Howard Goodale 

Keith Cooper 
I Cor. 1:17:29 

Lord’s Table:  
Paul Macaluso (2) 

Sermon:  
Scott Cain 

Dismissal:  
Don Robinson 
——————— 

Sunday PM 
Welcome:  

Wes Arabie 
Prayer: 

Roland Keith 
Song Lead:  

Wes Arabie 
Lord’s Table:  

Paul Macaluso (2) 
Sermon:  

Readings: Mk. 15-16 
Dismissal:  

Ron Landis 
 

THIS WEEK 
MAY 21 
Sunday AM  

Welcome:  
Steve Tucker 

Prayer:  
Wes Arabie 

Song Lead:  
Howard Goodale 

Jerome Riddick 
Luke 23:344-47 

Lord’s Table:  
Paul Macaluso (2) 

Sermon:  
Scott Cain 

Dismissal:  
Keith Cooper 
——————— 

Sunday PM 
Welcome:  

Steve Tucker 
Prayer: 

Paul Macaluso (2) 
Song Lead:  

Ron Landis 
Lord’s Table:  

Paul Macaluso (2) 
Sermon:  

Scott Cain 
Dismissal:  

Howard Goodale 

LAST WEEK’S 

RECORD 

Service 
Time 

2016 
Goal 

Last 
Week 

Bible Study 
Sunday AM 
Sunday PM 
Wednesday 

70 
100 
60 
60 

54 
75 
45 
60 

   
Reading 

Plan 
2016 
Goal 

Last 
Week 

Daily Readers 45 28 
Bible in 2017 45 30 
NT in 2017 60 31 

   

	

Please submit all prayer requests in writing to Scott or Melissa Cain.  Please supply regular 
updates on each individual in order to keep our prayer list up-to-date.  For the sake of 
space, any name (except for shut-ins) will be removed after four weeks unless a new update 
is received.  Thank you for helping us all to stay informed of the spiritual & physical needs 
of our members, friends, & family. 

NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS 
UPCOMING EVENTS:     
1. SONG LEADING CLASS: Will meet at 4:30 PM.     
2. VBS REGISTRATION:  Began on May 7th. Parents, please register your children now! VBS will 

be June 19-23 from 9AM to 11AM for ages 2-6th grade. 
3. FELLOWSHIP MEAL:  Will be May 28th after AM worship.  Those with last names M-Z are 

asked to help with set-up (table arrangement, table cloths, décor, etc…) & clean up.   
 
VBS DONATIONS:  For those who have asked how they can help with donations for VBS, please 

see Paula Landis or Howard Goodale.   

2ND

 ANNUAL 
DEGAULLE DRIVE CHURCH OF CHRIST  

FAMILY RETREAT 
AUGUST 10TH-12TH AT Fontainebleau State Park. 

This Family Retreat is free of charge 
& is open to all members of the 

DeGaulle Drive Church of Christ.   

Please plan to be part of this 
wonderful weekend of fellowship. 



 


