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EMAIL: office@degaulledrivecoc.com 
  
WORKS SUPPORTED: 

Benevolence:   
Childhaven of Cullman, Alabama 
 
Media:  
Gospel Broadcasting Network 
In Search of the Lord’s Way 
The Old Landmarks 
The Truth in Love 
 
MISSIONS:  
Budapest, Hungary:  Curry Montague, 

curry.monta@gmail.com 
India: Ron & Karen Clayton 

RCIndia@sonet.net 
Padova, Italy: Jeff & Tia Brauer 

Family, brauer@padovateam.org  
Marshall, Texas: Azael & Dinora 

Alvarez 
 
PREACHER TRAINING:  
Memphis School of Preaching 

Wes	Arabie	 504-858-2881 
Howard	Goodale	 504-319-3572	
Steve	Tucker	 504-812-2617	
	
	
	Scott	Cain	 504-392-4110	
Wes	Arabie	 504-858-2881	

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
4700 GENERAL DEGAULLE DRIVE 

NEW ORLEANS, LA 70131                                
www.DegaulleDriveCOC.com 

September 10, 2017 

Morning	Bible	Class 
Morning	Worship	
Pew	Packers	
Evening	Worship	

9:00	AM 
10:00	AM	
5:30	PM	
6:00	PM	

Tuesday	Ladies	Class	
						(September—May)	

Wednesday	Bible	Class	

10:00	AM	
		

7:00	PM	
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“He is off in Lala Land.”  This description of a 
distracted individual too often applies to souls who 
warm the pews in congregations of the Lord’s church 
throughout the world.  He looks at his watch during 
the sermon more than he looks at his Bible.  She 
fumes over the large hairdo blocking her view rather 
than scoot six inches in one direction in order to see 
better.  He is so worried about getting home to watch 
the game that he forgets he is assigned to lead the 

closing prayer.  She knows what everyone else does during a prayer because her eyes 
are cracked open in order to “people watch” each time the congregation bows to pray.  
He is able to recite a Saturday Night Live skit from the previous evening but cannot 
recall the topic of the sermon that he just heard.  They wake themselves with their own 
snores, count grammatical errors but miss the scriptural truths, balance checkbooks, and 
take mental inventory of their pantries during the Lord’s Supper in order to plan 
Sunday lunch.  These all have something in common: an “out of body experience.”  
Their bodies are present in the assembly while their hearts and minds are absent.  They 
are distracted.  Some deliberately distract themselves, others unintentionally allow 
distractions to consume their focus, but the end result is the same. 

The board in the foyer records the attendance for Sunday Bible study, two Sunday 
worship services, and a Wednesday night Bible class.  Imagine if the roll could show 
not only how many were attending, but also how many were attentive.  Would such a 
statistic serve as a wake-up call to those who are spiritually (and physically) asleep?  Of 
course, such is impossible since only God is able to know the hearts of all the children 
of men (1 Kings 8:39; Acts 1:24).  However, when song leaders look up to see a third 
of the congregation sitting with closed songbooks and closed mouths, it is not difficult 
to distinguish the sincere singer from the lax listener (Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16).  
When preachers repeatedly see people passing notes rather than taking notes, 
conversations instead of concentration, and heads being turned to look at the time 
instead of pages being turned to look at the text, it is easy to recognize who is dedicated 
and who is distracted.  Extra-sensory perception is not needed for other worshippers 
sitting in close proximity to recognize when the head that has been slowly leaning 
evermore leftward jerks upright as the dozing worshipper awakens with a start.  Not 

Bible School Emphasis 
Sunday Mornings, September 3rd-24th 

As we travel to Bible class & worship, what 
sights fill our eyes? What thoughts fill our 

minds? What sentiments fill our hearts? Psalms 
120-134 are a series of inspired songs sung by 

Jewish pilgrims journeying to Zion, to the temple 
in Jerusalem to worship Almighty God. God’s 

temple today is the church (Ephesians 2:19-21). 
As we gather together, as we March to Zion, are 
our thoughts where theirs were? Are our hearts 

where theirs were?  
“I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the Lord.” 

(Psalm 122:1) 

Scott Cain 
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DEGAULLE DRIVE CHURCH OF CHRIST  

MEN’S LEADERSHIP RETREAT 
OCTOBER 12TH-14TH  

Berry Creek Cabins, Bogalusa, LA 
FREE OF CHARGE & open to all men of the 

DeGaulle Drive Church of Christ.   

The	Earlier,	the	Better!	
Thursday,	October	12th,	will	be	a	day	of	fellowship,	
preparation,	&	enjoying	the	area.	Come	out	early	

&	have	some	fun!	
Arrive	AS	EARLY	AS	POSSIBLE	on	Friday,	October	13th,	
as	we	look	at	how	we	can	become	the	leaders	God	

wants	us	to	be!	
Don’t miss this weekend of fellowship & leadership. 
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only do these scenarios occur; they are frighteningly commonplace. 

Someone might say, “At least I am there.  What is wrong with being 
a little distracted?”  Yes, that person’s physical presence indicates 
that his body is in the right place, but what about the heart?  When 
distractions eclipse worship, the question asked should not be, 
“What is wrong with being distracted,” but instead, “Who is wronged 
by my distractions?” 

First, God is wronged.  God desires worship (Exodus 34:14).  God 
deserves worship (1 Samuel 22:4).  God defines worship (John 
4:24).  Worshipping God in spirit and in truth is a matter of the right 
attitude coupled with the right action.  Distracted worship neglects 
the right attitude and is thus unacceptable to God.  God is robbed of 
that which He desires and deserves. 

Second, the distracted person is wronged.  Consider some of the 
more obvious benefits that distractions prevent.   Being distracted 
hinders the desire that is necessary for learning and growth (1 Peter 
2:2).  Being distracted hinders the diligence that is implicit in 
profitable study and being acceptable before God (2 Timothy, 2:15 
ASV).  Being distracted hinders the deliberate nature of one’s 
giving, because such is to be done by “Every man according as he 
purposeth in his heart…” (2 Corinthians 9:7).  It is the distracted 
worshipper who will say, “I did not get anything out of that service;” 
this statement is both true and telling.	

Third, other Christians are wronged.		As	already	mentioned,	a 
distracted person is easily noticed.		A	person	who	is	distracted	can	
also	become	a	distraction for others.  Early Christians looked 
forward to being with each other, not only for worship, but also in 
order to encourage one another (Acts 2:41-42, 46; Hebrews 3:13).  
Immediately after exhorting Christians to “consider one another to 
provoke unto love and to good works” (Hebrews 10:24), the writer 
of Hebrews condemned the attitude that runs contrary to such 
exhortation: “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as 
the manner of some is; but exhorting one another…” (Hebrews 
10:25).  How can a Christian claim to be exhorting others with his 
fellowship when his very presence detracts from the focus of others 
and shows that he would rather be somewhere else?  Paul 
encouraged the Philippians, “Look not every man on his own things, 
but every man also on the things of others” (Philippians 2:4).  How 
does Paul’s exhortation reflect upon those today who allow their 
indifference to become an added challenge to the new convert who is 
learning the importance of fellowship?  How selfless is the Christian 
who allows his apathy to become an added discouragement to those 
brethren who are facing challenges in life and desperately need the 
encouragement of other children of God?  Christians are called out 
from the world (2 Corinthians 6:17), and the assembling of the saints 
should provide an edifying escape, not additional obstacles to one’s 
faithfulness.   

Fourth, visitors and	lost	souls are wronged.  It was her first time 
visiting the Lord’s church.  She could not help but notice the 
disinterest of numerous members of the congregation.  Some 
members whom she recognized from the community dressed better 
for work than they dressed for worship.  The Bible class was 
informative and thought provoking, but it was hard to focus with the 
steady stream of members arriving late, including her coworker who 
had so warmly invited her to the services.  When the worship hour 
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began the acts of worship were Biblical, but the attitudes 
of the worshippers were at best questionable based upon 
their attentiveness.  After the service she wanted to ask 
the preacher a Bible question, but by the time that she 
had shaken his hand and introduced herself he was 
already looking at the next person coming through the 
doors.  The entire ordeal was more ritual than spiritual.  
She never returned. 

When Christians’ actions demonstrate how unimportant 
worship and fellowship is to them, why should non-
Christians be convinced to visit again?  Jesus told His 
followers, “Ye are the light of the world.  A city that is 
set on an hill cannot be hid… Let your light so shine 
before men, that they may see your good works, and 
glorify your Father which is in heaven” (Matthew 5:14, 
16).  Picture a city whose lights emit a radiance through 
the night that beckons the weary traveler, but as he 
draws nearer to the city the lights grow dimmer and 
dimmer until finally it is impossible to distinguish the 
city from the dark landscape around it.  Unable to find 
the source of the once brilliant light, the traveler returns 
to the road he had been traveling.  The next time he 
travels in the area he will be wary of seeking comfort in 
the city of fading lights.  So it is when he who is heavy 
laden with sin’s burdens sees the light of Christians from 
afar, but as he draws nearer the light fades until finally 
those Christians cannot be distinguished from the world 
around them.  The disappointed wanderer returns to 
wandering, not likely to approach again to the light that 
has already disappointed him before.  Christians must 
shine as lights in the world every day, especially when 
assembled together.  Otherwise God is not glorified and 
souls stay lost. 

What is wrong with being a little distracted?  
Everything.  Who is wronged by being a little 
distracted?  Everyone.  How can a Christian overcome 
distraction?  Realize that the assembly is an opportunity 
to exalt God, educate self, edify saints, and evangelize 
visitors. 



	   

Attendance  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible Reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEEDING CARE & PRAYERS 
Our Members & Visitors.   

Sharon Maca luso:   Responded last Sunday seeking prayers that opportunities to share 
the Gospel might be presented to her & that she might overcome disappointments.   

Charles & Tamieka Suazo:   A tree fell on their house during the recent storms.  No 
one was injured but water was coming into their bedroom.    

Mary Cullum  Sandy Jones  
Paul & TeNeal  Macaluso  Family  of A lice Ri ley   
Family  of Margaret  Rodney   
   

Our Shut-In 
Elwanda Piskorik  

Our Family & Friends 
Al ton Ke ith :  Brother of Roland Keith; has mouth cancer & is receiving chemo. 
Damin McDonald :  Younger relative of Anita McDonald, is in need of prayers.  
Brenda Riddick :  Sister of Jerome Riddick; suffered from a stroke on September 5th.   
Kim Sanders:   Christian friend of the Riddick’s who took them in after Katrina; has 

been flooded out of her home in Texas.    
Kason  Sparks :  2 year old boy from Oklahoma who drowned & was resuscitated. He is 

at a New Orleans clinic that is trying to reverse some of the brain damage. 
Kaiyah Alexander Sue & Tom Gibi l terra   
Family  of Carl Joseph Mary Jo Knigh t   
Benjamin Macaluso Skylar Nicoul in 
Joann Punch  Family  of James Thomas  
Pam White Matt Woodson   
Family  of Frances Zorn 
  
  

Our Deployed Military Personnel 
Vauchel le  DeArmas:  Her address is: Spc Dearmas Vauchell, 1086 Trans CO, APO 

AE 08366.  She is in Kuwait on the base & will be there until time for her missions in 
Iraq & Afghanistan.   

 

 

PRIVILEGED TO SERVE 
NEXT WEEK 
SEPTEMBER 17 

Sunday AM  
Welcome:  

Howard Goodale 
Prayer:  

Tyrone Barthelemy 
Song Lead:  

Howard Goodale 

Roland Keith 
Isaiah 53:1-12 

Lord’s Table:  
Paul Macaluso (2) 

Sermon:  
Scott Cain 

Dismissal:  
Roland Keith 
——————— 

Sunday PM 
Welcome:  

Howard Goodale 
Prayer: 

Paul Macaluso (2) 
Song Lead:  

Stephen Goodale 
Lord’s Table:  

Paul Macaluso (2) 
Sermon:  

Scott Cain 
Dismissal:  

Wes Arabie 
 

THIS WEEK 
SEPTEMBER 10 

Sunday AM  
Welcome:  

Wes Arabie 
Prayer:  

Jerome Riddick 
Song Lead:  

Howard Goodale 

Nicklas Smith 
Luke 23:13-25  

Lord’s Table:  
Paul Macaluso (2) 

Sermon:  
Wes Arabie 

Dismissal:  
Eugene Carter 
——————— 

Sunday PM 
Welcome:  

Wes Arabie 
Prayer: 

Stephen Goodale 
Song Lead:  

Ron Landis 
Lord’s Table:  

Paul Macaluso (2) 
Sermon:  

Wes Arabie 
Dismissal:  

Don Robinson 
 

LAST WEEK’S 

RECORD 

Service 
Time 

2017 
Goal 

Last 
Week 

Bible Study 
Sunday AM 
Sunday PM 
Wednesday 

70 
100 
60 
60 

49 
63 
44 
48 

   
Reading 

Plan 
2017 
Goal 

Last 
Week 

Daily Readers 45 29 
Bible in 2017 45 27 
NT in 2017 60 33 

   

	

Please submit all prayer requests in writing to Scott or Melissa Cain.  Please supply regular 
updates on each individual in order to keep our prayer list up-to-date.  For the sake of 
space, any name (except for shut-ins) will be removed after four weeks unless a new update 
is received.  Thank you for helping us all to stay informed of the spiritual & physical needs 
of our members, friends, & family. 

NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS 
UPCOMING EVENTS:     
1. SONG LEADING CLASS: Will meet today at 4:30PM 
2. WORK DAY: Saturday September 23rd beginning at 9AM.  Your help is desperately needed, as 

there are several pressing tasks to accomplish, especially working on repairing sections of fence 
around the property.  

LADIES CLASS:  Will resume for the new year on Tuesday, September 12th at 10:00 AM.   
LADIES RETREAT:  Ladies, how would you like an opportunity to join with Christian sisters for an 

in-depth study of the books of Philippians & Philemon in beautiful northwest Alabama? We will learn 
how to rejoice even in the face of adversity & how to treat our fellow brothers & sisters. The cost is 
$75 each. Registration forms are on the table in the foyer & should be completed & mailed before 
October 1st.  Please see the board for additional details, & please see Melissa with any questions.   

 
 



 


